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cancer by the internai administration of remnedies, for, notwitli-
standing the certificates of cure -%vbich are daily appearing in the
publie press and elsewvhere, it inay be sfely statcd that litherwo,
internai remnedies have been found to be -%vithout, any value wvhat-
ever.

And whilat can be said of thue dlaimis for excellence put forth
on behaif of those -external applicatioins which are imiposed upon
a credulous and easily deceived publice? Pari passu wvith tire ad-
mittedly occult nature of the disease, the treatment, it is con-
tended, is not -%vithin the usual bounids of ordinary medical know-
ledgye. And thus the cancer curers, by plasters and unguents of
inysterious action, have increased in numbers and in presump-
tion. The ordeal to whichi patients somnetimes subjeet thernselves
at the bauds of ignorant but pretentions quacks-,, for the, removal
of supposed cancer, and the suffering and disfigurenient ývhich
sometinies resuit, are conditions we occasionally wvitness, froni
flic use of plasters long siiice discarded by the profession as unsafe,
unscientific, unsurgical an d uncertain. 1 once saw a woman
wvho hiad had a wart on the back of lier biaud. It svas a har-mless
exerescence on the skin, but a cancer-curer assured lier it wvas
înalig-nant. Contrary to the advice of lier famiily plmysicimtn, si.
perinitted a pWaster to bo bound upon the part. On hier arrivai
gt 1[he bospital a few wveeks later not a vestige remiained of the
dlorsal aspeet.of the hand, neithier skini, tendon, ligamieit, nerve, nor
blood vessel; the metacarpals, from carpus to phialanges, -%vere
black as charcoal, and dead. The cutanieous painrar surface, how-
ever, stili retained vitality, and after a. -%vhu1e the patient returned
home, carrying wvith bier a limp, flexed band, without the usual
bony, support, but buoyed up w'ithi the assurance thiat myliie bier
baud biad been lost, bier life bad been saved. If the charlatan kznewv
nothing of siirgýery, hoe could forin some fair estimate of tbe
patiet's, credulity, and lip plied lier -\ith a text whviceh suited bier
case exaetly: "If tby right hand offend tbee," .and so forth; -. nd
was it not bier riglit hand wbhich had offended? Verily tbe text
had been -%ritten in anticipation of bier case.

I turu fromn esotericism and occultisnu to soniething more in-
telligible, whvlere deduction from certain manifest qualities is
the resuit of experimentation.

ITS TREATMENT.

Tbe treatmeut of malignant disease by electrical methods bas
for some time attracted notice. .Although success, bas not gener-
àllyv followed these attemapts, yet patience aud enerày have some-
times been rewarded by marked improvement. "The bealing of
an ulcerated cancerous surface," says Lewis Joues, "lihas been
observed in a certain proportion of cases; relief of pain in eaul-


