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riscs above the watcr, shie exiudes froiîn tile genlital opcnlinlg a drop of a,
gunny gelatinouis substance, wluich she dieun presses against the objcct
tîat lias beerr chosen to suipport the cgg. Th'lis sticky mass is the base of
the egg-sta1k, and hardening very soon, fastens the egg iii place before it
lias left the body. 'l'lie insect noîv walks away froni the stalk, thus free-

ilig hcersel( fromi the egg. Thîis egg, as niay bc seen froin
tic drawing (Fig. 8), is long and spindle-shaped, with the

* inicropile on the extreie en(l avay froîni the point of at-
taclînent. 'l'lie length of the egg is abouit two mîillimetres,
a little more thaîî one-fifth the total lengtlî of the insect

* apart (romi the antennaa, and abouit one-half the length of
the abdomen. I %vas uinable to determine hiow i-any eggs
eachi femnale lays, for Hydromietra is not an easy insect to
raise inl confinement, being easily drowned ini aquiaria, and
then the eggs are very liard to find where there is anything
like an approarlh to natuiral conditions. The number cain-
not be very great, however, for the size of the egg is such
that tie abdomen couild hardly contain more than fouir or
five at the niost. Eachi egg is attached to its support at

*righit angles to the suirface, buit is freqiuentIy fotind hanging
down as the resuit of sonie accident.

'l'le interior egg sac is protected by a horny exterior
coating decorated withi longituidinal ribs or flutings, the sur-
faces of îvhich are granulated and nmarked by a rather iii-
distinct hexagonal pattern; iii the draving this patternl lias
beerr exaggerated in order to call attention to its existence,
for it is xîot at first apparent, and indeed does flot appear
to be preserit in sonie cases. Around the micropile end

t this protective coating takes the form of a series of plates,

while around the stalk it extends in an enclosing sheath of
~ a delicate tracery of network, throughi whichi caîî be seen

the darker coloured supporting stalk. Mlointed ini Canada

Sbalsam this coveringr becomnes more or less transparent,
-* showing the oval pod-shape of the egg proper, with its

Ssiender stalk on one end and tlîe mnicropile on the other.

I'i<. 8-Eg of Out of this egg there emierges, seventeen days after lay-
Ilydroinetra. ing, the soft-bodied, liglit green nymph wilîi lias, as do ail

liemniptera, t'ae general cliaracters of the adult. Tlîe nyrnph in this case
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