
FOR LOWER CANADA. n

man and rcsorting to thue reedy innrgins of soute Ioniy lalcP, or brond
reacli of a river. "The suie u of' Atiierica lins siiîilar habits,
but more delighîts ini %oods. 1 have ofien licon elinriid, %whcii stand.
i*i by the edge of' sote darkliîig streatn, liordercd witli iofy trocs
that, so, overhnng the vater nis iîearly tco ince, IOaving only a îîarrowv
lino of Bky above tho contre of the river, ivith t tho sigltt of Ille coy
suminer.duek. Wlicîî the wvestern skv is lnrilîie wviîhl gndoitil laie,
und it&s gleani, reliecteul front flhc mîiddle of' ~ 10 dnr, the silcuît
streamn, ' thirois into lnckcr slindoi the piacid naargîîîs, diecu, front
out of tue inudistintct obscurity, a %vhirring of'wi" is licitid, ai flic
little duck shoots pising aiong the surface int l~e centre , lcaVilig a
long Vksiiapedi wake hchind lier, fi, rising iito flic air, she sails
aivay on rapid p'tnian til the oye loses lier in flie suulset giw.

On other occaisions ive trace the saine bird far up in the solitudes
of the sky, breaking inîlo viewv ont of the objectless exî:anse, and pro-
sentiy disappearing in the sanie liaîk. We ivaader wlieoîco it calao;
%ybitbier it is goiîîg. J3ryaîît's bentiftil stanzas, thongli %vell kîîoivi,
%vril bear repetition bocre

TO A WATER.FONVL.

«Whitlîer, 'm'udst fkillitg dae,
White gloiv the bcavens willi the Jast stops of day,
Far throngli lîcir rosy deptbse dost Ilion pursue

Thîy soiitary ivay ?

Vainiy tlie fotviors eye
bliglit mark îîay distaint lglit te do Ilace wrolig,
As, darkly paiîalcdl on the criioson sky,

Tlay figure finats aloîîg.

Sec'st thon tlie îlaslîy brink
Oif wecdy 'take, or marge of river wide,
Or wlîerc flie rockiiîg bitlows rise and sink

On the chîai'd occat side?

Tliero is a Plower wlîosc care
Toiletes liîy way along that llattitcss c4oast,-
Tr dosert and illinaitable air,-

Lent ivandering, but noi losI.

AUl day thy wings bave fîann'd,
At that fair liciglit, tlic cold, thua atfîaasplîore,
Yct stoop nal, wceary, te tlhe weicome land],

Titouigi the dark niglit is ricur.

And soon tuaIt toit shal cetd.
Somn shait thon fînd a suminer honte, aand rest,
And scroatu among tlîy felloiws; recds shall bond,

Soon, a'cr lily shelterld nest.

Tlîon'rt gone, thle abyss of lacaven
Ilafl sivailow'd np tlî,y forai; yct, on may lîeart,
Deeply bath suink the tesson thon hast g'tvene

And slhal not soon depart.

lc wlao, froim zone ta zone,
Guides Ilirougli the bonniffss slcy thy certain flight,
Ina the long way that I mnust lreadà alone,

WVill lcad my stops ariglif.

The ostricli is remarkabiy sliy and wvary. A native of wide candy
plains, ifs stiabure ennbles it Ico cominanal a -wide horizon white ils
grent, fieeîness makoes the chaise a most severe exorcise. Il Whlin plie
lifteth herse!' oit higli, sito scornefi thie horse and bis rider.*' The
riioas, uthicli are the represenatit es of the ostricît in South Ainerica,
inhabit regians prcscnting many of the characteristics of tlie Airican
pl1ains, and bave iuch tihe salite liabits. Thoy ate extraordinarily
vigilant, anid so swii't ai' foot, that it is only by snrronnding theni front
varions qnarf ors, ndi thus contXasing bthe lurds, abho k-nowv tottuiither
to, rnn, that tlic Gauchos are able to eiitangic them %viîi the boins or
%vigbtcd cord. Mr. Darwin siIDya that the bird tilkes alaran at the
approach aof man, wlien ho is so far off as to be unabie to dîscera
the bird.

Ancient writeîs mention a species ai' ox ûs inlainbing the forcsts
of Europe, wvhich they call flie nrîs. It is described ns hein,-, of a
most savage andi untainable disposition, eiga in ihe flcMost wild
and recluse partu of the forcst, of vcast sizi, and 1,clvr. It is genor-

aIly blivd tbaI this race is preýserveuiiit soine h.mi-%vild oxeîi of a

pure 'vbiîc "oaur, Nviiich iuahabit one or twat extensàivo- woodland partis
ti th, nortlher. parts of our owvr island. It is interesîiiig f0 observe
the effect ivhich the presence ai' man produces tapon these animais.
On the appearance of any porson, tbe bord sots offnrt fuil galiop, and,

nt the distance of' two or tlîree liuiîîrrd variaa, thue inake ta whcol
roiud, andi coule boidly lit) llli, tossiiîg a lieir lionds iii a macîaciîîg
Ilinler; ou0 a sidden thlc iah. a fitl stop, at thé' distatte of forty
or i'ifîy yards, lookii- 1%ild la i tue objeot 0f' flîir surprige; but, upon
fhlIcst mtotioni beiig amade, they nit n"uin fliri round ndi Ily off
wvith oquini spocîl, bail nt tthbe Faine( (Îitrs; îortning a sîtortor
circie and nala rewrirting %vith In bolder and miore îlircatonling aspect
lImit Lei'ore, thcy approaeb nilloli neanrer, probabiy ivithin thirty yards

~ve lc nake anoîbor stand, ndi agailt fly oil'; luis tlicy do scierai
lim, soreiiî tleir distanice, nduiavuaaciii nror, titi flîcy conte
wviîlii ten yards; %vthen niast peopie think il prudent to ]cave thent,
îlot clioosiiig la itrovake lten fuirtîer ; for tlierc is littie doubit but,
ini tiwo or tiiree turns mîore, flîey %voiiid niaie ait ahtack.

Thei cows and calves tik of tItis jealoîîs sccliisioii. Wheii thîe
former briitg forth, it is trt sontie seqiiesîeci tiîckct, ilere the calf is
earoiily coîcealeid ujitil it is aible In nccontpany ifs dam, wlio, tilt
1lbat tillie, visits it rognlarly tlwice or titiice n day. Shlît accidlent
brin-g a persot lieur thue seret place, tire clif itntnledintely e 111s ifs
bon:d uploul the groilt, and sec s coutcalivt'et by lyugclose lîke a
haro ini ifs foratt. A hîidden ealf of' oniy- tivo days o (1, on beiiîg dis.
taariad, ianiifcsted ils iîilorlt iildiiess ini a reiitarliabio nanîter. Oit
thie stranger strakiitg ifs bocnd, it spirat" f its fet', tîtonh vcr) tenut
and very %veak, pawedt tvo or thron tilnes like an oid bîi, i)tooed
very lond, sîcîaîîod hack a few laces, titit buite t aI is legs ivitl ail
ifs force; it thoen begatt ta pave agaimi, bellowed, 8fopped lI)nek and
boited as bt'fore. VTe observer, hoivever, uuon' kitownig, ifs intention,
stcjpced nside, Sa fhiat it mîtissei ils utint aid i'cii, Whoue lit as so very
iveak tlintit eonld tiot rise, fiongh it madle scierai efforts ta do so.
But itl iad (loue eaîoughi t flie iioie lird iatl baken the niaran, and,
comntg la ils rosette, obliged thte intruder fo relire.

li the i'orests of Litittîniia ltote yet linîger a fin lierds of another
eîîarîaous ox, whiclh ut one fiîno roannd over the whioie or' Europe,
itclttditt" evcutthli Britisît Isies-lie lEnropeait bison. 'The great
nuarsiiy Ïorcst of ]3ialiaicza, in %whiicl if dwveils, is believedti o be the
ouulyý exainple ai' geltline priiiicaai or pnurely attrai forest yet romain-
ti- ina Europe, auid îhe linb ils ai' the ntoble ox arc it necordatîco wiîh
tlae prestige of lais ntacicîtt doman.

A i'ew ycars ago flae Czar of' îussia, prescîitcd a pair of hl'goî
attinmais ai Ibis species to the Zoologicai Society ai' Londait; anti a
very intlerestiqi memîtoir ouit tîjeir captfure, by M. Doinatoi, was
publislaed in theur 1'rocwelnçjs. A i'uw extracîs iromn that ulaper 'ii
ilustrate tue secinsiat ai' tiîeir laiunts anti manier. Il 'l'le day wvas
magnificcnf, thte sky sorene, Ilacre ins tnt a breath oi ivind, anti
naliing iiatirruptcl fIat catlit ai' ataure wiel %vas s0 impasing under
the anajestie dotne ai' the primitive forest. Tiiree, lîtîndroti trackers,

supported by fifty huaIent, land surroittdd, iit profoitud silence, tho
so îîary vallcy mtieire lhe lierd ai bisons ivere iouîid. Myscli', accoan-
pnîicti by flîirty oflier hutiters, the anost resolute auit skilful, liadt
pettoîraled inu Indian file tlte circle, advancing avith the atmost pro.
caution, anti.altttost fentitag fa brenîlie. Arriveid at flue margin ai
the vallo>', a ntost interosting" spectacle met aur cyes. Theo ier ai'
bisons ivcre lïing, <lotimi on fhL siope ni a bîill, ranninatiag in lte nînst
perfect secnrîfy, 'huile flac calves frolicketi arontai bte bord, aînasing
thetascives by atlacking etle anotiier, strikirig the grouati 'iith their
agi le feot1 anudtînakiig flue ounrth, fly int the air; thon thoy ivould
rush tawvards flueir respective dams, raîb agaiuust tlem, lick tbean, anti
rotaîrn ta, titir play. ]lut rit flue first blast ai the hiorat the picturo
cliangcd it tue tivinkliig of an oye. The bord, as if toucheti n'ith a
ma'-ic ivatad, baundeci ho tieir icet, and soemod 10 coîteonîrate ail
Iboîr facailfies iin taa'o senses, titose ai' sigit ant icaring. The eatres
pressed timidlr againt t lir mnotbors. Tîtea, wilthi0 ie forest re.
ceoci ith beitowçiîgs, lthe bisons proceded ta assumne the order
'atlicli fluey altva s take imnder sueit circnslaîîees, puîîiutg lte calves
in iront la, guard Ilica front the aittack ai pnrsiting dogs, anti carryimag
fbcm bofore. When tlîcy reucluedth le litte occulicti Iay the trackers
atd ti tîters, t tey - ere receiveti 'aih tondt sitouts anti discbarges ai'

LuiS. iuninedintll te order ai btle %vas clian"cdl; the aid buils
ruslacti faarionsiy ton'ards lie ide, burst tltrotglaI the fine ai' lthe hunters,
anti contiued their vicoaions coattse, hou nding aiong, andi disdaining-
ta occnpy fhaenseltcs ihih Ihoir enearties, ivlio %vec iying close agaiatst
the trocs. The ltîtiters ananagoti, ltowcver, fa separaf e iroin the herdi
tavo catres; anc ai thiese, tiîrce manlis aid, n'as talcon at one éffort,
anotiter ai fifîcen anontias, htongu seized i>Y eiglit trackers, ovorturneti
fluent al, auid fleti." It as subscqaieiily talion, as wcero five otherat,
in anollier part ai' the iarest, anc ai' thena only a fen' tiys aid. The
savatge impatience ai' man manifeste,] bv these yaung- syivaas, was ira
flic ratio ai their rage and sex. l'bcbuit oi' fufteen annhs aintaineti
for a long tinte iLq 'sullen andi morose iteiaviaur ; it became fuoncs lit
the approach ai mian, tossing ils bond, lasbing ifs tai), aand preseniting-
ifs borais. After a aviilo, howvecr, it became toicrant of ils lieeper,
andi nas aliowect a mensure aof liberty.


