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Allow me a few words without any shrugging of shoulders on the social
position of some of these men. Paul wvas the son of a Phiarisee who enjoyed
the coveted right of Romnan citizenship, and wvho wvas able to give hinm an
educationai equilpment in wbicli apparently no expense wvas spared, and in the
acquisition of whicb bis time %vas spent until hie MIaS 22 or 23 years of age. It
is trut that lie learned a trade, but that in the case of a )oung JeW %vas no
evidence of narro'v circumistances, but only of the strict foliowing of Rabbinical
tradition whicb required that: every jcwibi boy should make Iirinself master of
som-e liandicraft. Barnabas was a mian oi landed pro perty. Johin wvas the son
of a man who emiployed himi to labor in his business and 'wbo seems to have
been ai. least wveil-to-uo. His miother iniistered to Jesus of her substamnce,
and after bis crucifixion broughit stores of spices for his burial. John, too,
young man as lie was, wvas acquainted with the ari.%tocratic high priest ini

Vet, granting ail that bias been said of the education and social position of
these mein, stilli h remnains that: the inajority of the first preaciiers ot the cross
were nien of iowly circunistances, of liatti or no literary training, and of no
social consequence. But it is not to be stupiosed, therefore, that thèese mii were
chosen oi accoui-t of sucli quailities. No; wemig ,ht alinost saytheywere selected
in spite of these disadvantages. Tb'ey werle the best that could be had. ie
citizeils of Jerusalenm diii îot furnisli the stuff out of w'licb miissionariescoul d
be miade, and it was necessary to go to the provinces. 'l'lie littie symipatlîy
that Jerusalenu did accord to the Saviour w~as superficiai or patroiing.
Tiiose who were lîonest iii tiîeir good ivili were too timîid. Nicodeinus anid
j osephu of Ariiiiathra wvere inîeîîbars of thle ecclesiasticai aristocracy, but ihley
both iacked the courage of tlîeir conîvictionîs. And w'hen the clîoice biad to be
made betveeni mîoral courage on the one baud, and the training of the scbools
witli social influenîce on the other, tlîere wvas 11o real alternative. Missionary
work iii the niiietecnth century biai stillii uîî:ýuy of the cbaractcristics that uîîarked
it in the firsi.. Tt is stili difficuit to get tbe sons of wealthy farnîiies of lîigi social
position to engage iii sucli work. Tlhere were nîoble excep)tioiîs tici; there
are noble exceptions nowv. Toronîto docs nu send îîîany of lier sons to study
in Knox College, and liberally as the richi Presbytcrians of ïMoiîtreal have
endowed tlîeir coliege, 1 ]lave heard tliar tiîey do even less tiîan Toronito in
the <in of their sons.

Iiitcresting as it nay be for its own sakte to think of the sttîdent days of
these early miinisters ot the gospel, it is more to nîy purpose to cail the atten-
tion of nîy student readurs to the fact that wlien tue question arose in the
early clîurch about -seîiding out nîiissionaries, the men 'vho wvere sent wue iiot

the men wlîo, in the language of prudential conrnittees, - could be.-t be
spared," but the ablest, aîîd besi. educated men that were to be found-Paul,
the foreniost iii gifis auîîong tlienu ail, and Barnabas, the mîan of independent
nîcans, the man of Jove-like presence, the nian of culture auîd of eloquence.
These meni, whorn niany of us would regard as tbrowing tlîeir talents away if
they did tiot occupy aý college chair or the most pîopular of city pulpits ; these
men, so weli equij)ped in every respect for occupying the nîost influeuîtial posi-
tions at hicine. were the mnîî whîo werc separated by Uie Holy Gliost for nmission
woik-for iaying thec founidations of the faitb iii tie Far West, and it was w'ork
in which bothi natural talents and acquired skill could be fully eîîîployed.

To plant single-lianded thîc standard of Clîristianity where it is a newv tlîing;
to organize and barnionize discordant social elemeuits; to infuse into a popu-
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