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I DO flot propose oven to sketch the lifo of this 'saintly man and emi-
nont missionary; but hiavincr beon his classmate and familiar friend
duringç his theological. course in Union Seminary, 1 wvould liko, to spoak
of some of hoeearly eprneswhidli gave toile and color te his
unique spiritual life and career.

Of the class wllidh eultered the seminary in 1844 Bowcni was almost
the oldest mnan, having been born April 13, 1816. Mico ivas nothing
strikina- ini lis counitonance or personal appearance-of slighit framo,
quiet demcanor, unimpassionodl utterance, and ne magnctisrn of mannor
-a man who could hiardly ever bo an orator, and indeed who nover
came to be one-a most npretentions mani, and courteous as wvas to bc
expoctedc of ono who lad beon mudli in tIc world of mon.

Within the few n.onths during which classmnato? loarn to place oach
othor, ivo ail came to kiioi that Boiven wVas diffecrent from. most mon,
and bettor than most of us. He hiad nover been to college, yet his
Grock andi ]obrcw recitations, were among the fincst, and lils thouglits
at our missionary and prayer meetings, expresscýd ivith dhoice simplicity,
wero original and quickening boyoncl the commion ru». 1-e lookod at
Bible truth in a novel way, whichi yet -%as evd.-(ntly his natural way.
Ho wa.s not communicative of himsolf, but wve learncd thlat hie -was
noewly boru into the Christian life, and almost up to Ilis outrance upon
inisterial studios liad been a skeptic, utterly unacquaintod ivith relig-

ions truth, anid as ignorant of the Bible as a man of ]lis gonoral intelli-
gence aud cultivation coulil woell bo. The remnarkable and pathoctic
mannier in wvhich his mm-d was turnoci to the Bible and lis striking
conversion have bec». well toki andi will nover loso thocir interost. Up
te tint poriod lie was au inifidol of thc Frcnchi school., and althonghi
nover a mookocr, ho told me tint hoe liad always regarded the ]Bible Yory
mudli as lie liad regarded Esop's Fables.

Out of this darhknoss d3owen came into suddlen light, and tIe iight
wvas straug(e atnd wondolrfil a.d sweet. le probably nover lad acdoubt
of Bible truth, of hic way of Ide througli C.hrist, and of lus own acccpt-
ance with God, froni tIc begiiniing te, tho end of lis Chiristiln life;
and it was at first mattor of surprise to . Ilim that any believer slould
have doubts as te, lis spiritual estate. is expressions were the ieast
lackneycd of any nail I ever knew, whieh, no doubt, w'as becauso lie
lad read almost nothing upoii religions subjeots and was so uniac-
quainted ivith tIc viows of othor Christians. Hie drow wvater directly
fromn the, wells of sadvation. and it is both intercsting and profitable to
know that lie Lecame an evang«elical boliover; without bigotry, carig
littie for denominational peculiarities, but evangelical, througli and
through.
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