
cattie had dicd, and so fçequien.tIy they bad te plougli and harrow the
fields themselves. After the first crop*,was Up two or three ;-iehes there
caime a cold rain and thre whole wvas ruined. rjlicy sowed again arnd then
locusts spread oer tire country and took cvery spear above ground. Thre
people wcere discourlîged, and hadn't atîythiing( to buy seed-grain w,*,h.
1 a iii correspondence with tihe editor of thre Madras Times, and tele-
graphed hlmi and to England and whierever 1 had a friend, thre condition.
Money began te, corne lu and tire M-îansioi lieuse Fund wvas established in
London, one of the nobiest ehiarities ever undertaken and executed by
men. Within a wvcck I iwas infarmned to drawv on tlîcm for ail 1 wvanted.
Twenty-flve hundred rupees were immcdiately te-legrapired for, and they
telegrapied thiat tlrey were ou tire way, but that I ad, net asked for haif
enougli. 'Se I sent for 1.500 more.

"?We forrncd committees of ail tire trrxstivorthy men and governarent
officiais aIl over the country, and the people were supplied witir money to,
buy grain. But it wvas too late to sow any grain thnt would bre long in
maturing, so they soived a sinall kind of millet, wvhich would mature in six
weeks. They got enougi grain, which, added with thre weeds they could
gather, they couldl use froni day to, day, wvbile waiting for tire next crop,
Nvhich would couie in about six niontirs. Thre relief Jwork contintied to,
ajbout June lst, 1878, whieu tire famuine hiad lasted a year and a hiaîf. We
thon notified the people that we could flot do anything more for thein,
and thecy must gro to, their homes and take enre of iliein Dselves tili the erop
just sowa cc;' - ripen. For a year and a hirif we bird flot donc what la
ordinarily called mission work at ail. Not a single peso brd becir reeeived
inte tire Churelr, îaithough, tire Christmnas before, 2200 were inaiy compound
askingt to bc recpIved in baptisin. \Ve baîd flot held a regulaîr mecetingr.
1 sent word to rny assistants te, neet mie and organize for wvork again. On
the, eveningr before thre meeting, I -%ent up te the place of service, in a
traveller's bungalow, and althougli I had sent word for nobody to corne,
except asqistants and a fewv of the older iniibers of the eliiirch, I saw
great swarmis of peuple. 1 toldl thein 1 didn't wvant to baptize them,
because wve bad net instructed tlren long enougir, «and tire famine wvas not
over, and askzed them. te %vait tili tire crop came. But they began to cry
te me 'What you say is ail truc. We know you are not going to give us
;w13 more mno and we are iot comjing for mnoaey, but, whien wve were
doiwn on the canal you ol us about Jesrrs. We have believed in lim
aud discarded ail our idols. W'e have two rnentbs before wve eau liave
auiytlringç, fromi our fEelds. Tire choiera and salah-pox are prevalent, Ànd
Maly of us mnust e.ie, and if we die ive want te die with everybody know-
in-, tha.t, we are Christians. We don't wvant to die iviti this old stigma on
orir hcadis. Wc -;ant te, be baptized and iiiumbered among the people of
God.' To every effort I mnade thre saine ans-xer camne. After a short
turne of retireiner.t, 1 decided to do as thcy %vislied. We comnueneed
%vork tihe next Tnrnin4. and by eveningr tire assistants iad exainined tire
inost of the company. The first day 500 wcre baptized, thc second 2222,
theù third day enougil to maie, thre wirole number about 350C.. Delegations
beg-ari te corne in froro villages here and there, sayrng :' Yoti have baptized
tir:t great coxnpany, bu, tiere are many people unable te, corne lu. Corne

tteorî ilaan d bptize us.' I teicgyraphed to the, principal of the
seînrnary te couie to rny hlîep, and we went out and before, tire close of
Pecember neariy 10,000 hiad been baptized.

'eConverts camne, perliaps a tlrousand a ycar, for tire next five years.
lu 1885 1 came home again, te, ask, for mea and mnay. Our one station
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