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cattle had dicd, and so frequently they had to plough and harrow the
fields themselves. After the first crop was up two or three inches there
came a cold rain and the whole was ruined. They sowed again and then
locusts spread over the country and took every spear above ground. The
people were discouraged, and hadn’t anything to buy seed-grain with.
I was in correspondence with the editor of the Madras Tmes, and tele-
araphed him and to England and wherever I bad a friend, the condition.
Money began to come in and the Mansion House Fund was established in
London, one of the noblest charities ever undertaken aud executed by
men. Within & week I was informed to draw on them for all I wanted.
Twenty-five hundred rupees were immediately telegraphed for, and they
telegraphed that they were on the way, Lut that I had not asked for half
enough. So I sent for 2500 more.

¢“We formed committees of all the trustworthy men and government
officials all over the country, and the people were supplied with money to
buy grain. DBut it was too late to sow any grain that would be long in
maturing, so they sowed a small kind of millet, which would mature in'six
weeks. They got enough grain, which, added with the weeds they could
gather, they could use from day to day, while waiting for the next crop,
which would come in about six months. The relief work continued to
about June 1st, 1878, when the famine had lasted a year and a half. We
then notified the people that we could not do anything more for them,
and they must go to their homes and take care of themselves till the crop
just sown cciu!l ripen. For a year and a half we had not done what is
ordinarily called mission work at all.  Not a single person had been received
into the Church, although, the Christmas before, 2206 were inmy compound
asking to be received n baptism. We had not held a regular meeting.
1 sent word to my assistants to meet me and organize for work again. On
the evening before the meceting, I went up to the place of service, ina
traveller’s bungalow, and although I had seat word for nobody to come,
except assistants and a few of the older members of the chureh, I saw
great swarms of people. I told them I didn’t want to baptize them,
because we had not instructed them long enongh, and the famine was not
over, and asked them to wait till the crop came. But they began to cry
to me : * What you say is all true. We know you are not going to give us
any more money and we are not coming for money, but, when we were
down on the canal yon 4old us about Jesus. We have believed in Him
and discarded all our idols. We have two months before we can have
anything from our flelds. The cholera and small-pox are prevalent, .und
many of us must die, and if we die we want to die with everybody know-
ing that we are Christians. We don’t want to die with this old stigma on
our heads. We -vant to be baptized and numbered among the people of
God.” To ecvery cffort I made the same answer came. After a short
time of retiremert, I decided to do as they wished. e commenced
work the next mcrnine. and by evening the assistants had examined the
most of the company. The first day 500 were baptized, the second 2222,
the third day enough to make the whole number about 350C, Delegations
began to come in from villages here and there, saying : ¢ You have baptized
that great company, but there are many people unable to come in.  Come
out to our villages and baptize us.” I telcgraphed to the principal of the
seminary to come to my help, and we went out and before the close of
December nearly 10,000 had been baptized.

“ Converts came, perhaps a thousand a year, for the next five years,
In 1885 I came home ‘aguin, to ask for men and money. Our one station




