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to preacli; thien we speak with all the authority and power of God be-
lhind us. But however mucli we may yearn over souls, we must keep
to our instructions, lest passing them. we not only forfeit ail authority,
but betray the soi-ls wve seek to gave.

IL libe imnts of oui' copbDUsson~ are the ?tndts aiso of 0o41,
?'espoflslbiUty.

Tiiat wvord, responsibility, is full of awe. Jlow far are we hield ac-
countable for the souls of others? Whien 18 thieir biood on our skirts,
and whien is it no longer required at our hiaud? To be hield to answer
for the final ioss of one soul isia load that 110 believer can bear ; Paul's
exclamation gets thousand-fold emphiasis: Who is sufficient for these

tig!"But, thauk God ! it is not so. WVe ueed look n-o further than
that gospel in Ezekiel to iearn tho law of responsibility.* Origiually
G;od a loue was responsible, for lie ouiy had power to save, or even knowil-
edgye of saivation. Whien lio appointed ambassadors and committed to
tii-cm the message, that tranrsferreà respoiîsbiity to tlben?. The
messenger becornes a miediator : haviig the good tidiugs, and being
comissioned to stand between God and the dying souls of men. iNow
observe, that from the Moment the gospel is fuliy and faitif uily pro-
ciaimed, responsibittty is again tralbsferr1ecl to the hearer' Inl
cvery Step and stage -of this process and progress, the transfer of,
kuoývlcdge, implies the transfer of obligation. The wicked is warned;
lie may not be wvon ; but the watchman is free of biame.

The moment the gospel herald bocomes undiily anxious about its
receptiolb, hie risks forgettingr bis own work and intruding upon that
of the hearer, and of the lloily Ghiost. Perhaps lie loses courage, bold-
ness, peace. He begîns to doubt and distrust niot himself oniy but
God. Hie is mixing up his owr responsibility with that of tiiose to
whom lie speaks. 111 other words, the herald reproaches huruseif witlh
tihe heediessness of his hearers ; the ambassador, w'ith tiie perversity of
las soveregyn's focs. No!1 biessed be God, to diseharge our duty, by
earnlestiy and lovingly preaching the gospel, is to bc dischargcd o' all
fui ,lier responsibility.

Paul had passion for sous-"Igreat lieaviness an-d continuai. sorrow
ofhcart "-coiildw~islî himself elacetirsedifromChirist, for biis brethren."
81ureiy uo0 cold li-eart, no inere sense of duty, goaded Iiim on. Yet
ivhen, at Antioch in Pisidia, those "bretlhren-" "-judged iýienise1Ves
iumvorthy of everiastince life, and even raised persecution against liim,
lie -shook off tihe dust of his feet,"- in soiemui token that lie shook off
ail responsibility for their condemnation, and departed ; and at Mile-
tas he said to the Ephesian eiders, III take you to record this day
that 1 amn pure from tihe bIood of ail men ;for I have not shunued to
deciare unto you ail the counsel of God !

We may be us faithful as P'aul, bat alt we eau do at our bcst ivili


