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factory was conducted on Christian prineiples. The latent lessons of his
carliest boyhood now changed into patent conduct and character, and one
night, in 1821, he asked for prayers in his own behalf at the village
prayer service, in which his sister Mary and a dozen others joined him in
the new step of confession. From the time when, in 1822, he publicly
united with God’s people, not yet scventeen years old, he never for a day
flagged in his devotion to Christ or his activities for the welfare and sal-
vation of the race. 'What a privilege to have had an uninterrupted career
of sixty years, in which to lay up treasures in heaven by faithful and
prayerful service to God and man !

In the year 1825 William E. Dodge again eame to New York, where,
in 1827, he hung out his sign at 213 Pearl Street, beginning business in a
small way, in partnership with a son of a former customer. One of his
carliest acts in business was characteristically courtcous and sagacious ; he
invited two young Connecticut peddlers to avail themsclves of the empty
room in his store, as a depot of supplies and purchases, and he made
of them, as he made of so many more by like treatment, attached friends
and permanent patrons.

Enough has been written perhaps to hint the preparations Mr. Dodge
had for his life of successful service, and we may now turn to the forms
of service themselves whereby he became such an eminent promoter of
missions in the supreme sense.

For example, he saw from the dawn of his manhood that the Sunday-
school is the nursery of the Church, and one of the most efficient methods
of evangelizing society, and he was for twoscore years personally and actively
identified with it. In his day Sunday-schools had two sessions a Sabbath,
and he was found at both ; and while yet a mere lad he had brought in
tis own class from the street. After being for years a teacher, he was
for thirty-five years a superintendent ; and in this, as all other work, he
was willing to lay foundations, actually clothing boys who could not other-
wise come to the school, and in one case having the boy change his clothes
every Sunday at lus own house to prevent a drunken father selling them
ata drinkshop. More than this, he visited scholars at their homes, even
when a superiniendent, holding himself respounsible for them all, and not
leaving the work even to individual teachers. Of course the man that
thas emphasized Sunday-schools was found in the front rank of cvery
movement that looked toward their multiplication and greater efficiency.
The American Sunday-School Union and New York Sunday-School Teach-
ars' Association, ete., found in him a man, whose time and strength,
whose voice and purse, they might at all times count on and command.

He felt also that association is one of the most important factors in
both forming and feeding virtuous and pious manhood. His heart espe-
cially yearned over young men, whose social and religious character he
desired to mold in the matrix of Christian morality. Hence we find him
one of the founders of the Mercantile Library of New York, and for
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