
A Trip Over the Morris-Brandon
Brandia.

A rapresenitative o! Tit CaOLOIST paid a
visit lat montit to te varions towns and
villages situated on tae Morris-Brandon branch
o! tho Nortbern Pacifie atud Mattitoba Railway.
Titis lino is the most important in the company's
Manitoba systom and bias tributary ta iL a vety
fine section o! te province. IL is notedl for
tha excellence o! iLs train service and its flne
raid bed,-aît old railroud inan who happened
ta be passing over iL at the time of our visit
was overbeard to rematjt tîtat lie ltad neyer
sen a nicer piae of road. Thte paenger trains
Icava Winnipeg anL Moudays, Wednasdays aud
Fridays, rnnng southward along tha valley o!
the Red river, over the main line te St. Paunl,
to Morris and from thera sitrike off on tIse
brandi due west tilI Belmant is reaclted fromi
whicb point the lino gradually bonds ta thte
north-west and rue directly Lu Brandon.
Frein Winnipeg ta Brandon ovar titis road the
distance is about 185 miles, and the run is
made in about S hours. In titis contteotion it
is reported that a six haur Lime table is sbortly
to corne into farce.

As we baçe already said tîte cauntry tribu.
tary La the lino is a fine ane, as good as any irt
the province. It is rolling prairie for the moat
part, with liera and there sinaîl lakes and
streamsa nd occasionally a stretoît o! bluffs ta
give variety. l3etween Miami aud Balder iL
Bkirts Lhe uorthcrn extremity o! tha Pembina
Miountains and treats the traveller ta a bit of
forest and bil. scenery wvbicb reminds bini o!
Eastern Cana-la. After Swan Lake is past
there la nothing unusital ta hie seen until WVa.
wanesa is reaclied, teora the Souris Valley is
crossed, but as darkucss sets ;n long before the
train gets that lar, iL is only on the backward
journey that an apport unity eau be had La sec
it.

Tbe flrst village we stopped orfaL was Roland
about twenty-six m;les froin Morris. This is
only a emaîl place, but iLs people are very
enargetie. IL bias semas 75 inhiabitants. The
agricultural district for which it is the market
la ancloscd witbiît a radius o! about 10 or 12
miles. The town as iL is now came iuo ex-
istence with the advastce o! the zailway, aud
the site is partly owned by tIiecompsany. IL is
anjoyiug a steady growvth, and wvill alivays be
o! coneiderable importance as a distribcsting
peint. A brasa baud litas been formned lately o!
which semana L te leading business men of te
place ara membera, and in rnany ways a great
deai o! enterpriein social maLtera is displayed.
A uLs o! the village's business establisltoîcuLs
shows: Two gencral stores, owned by Lawrie
Bras. and Steen Bros.; a itarness sbop; a car-
rnge shop ; ' wo blacksmith sbops ; a butcher
sbop; dressmaking ahop; botai, and iivery stable
owned and managed by %%Ir. Lowe; a cbopping
milI and au elevator owned by Martin & Mit-
chell. A neat littia church building is ana of
the fea.ures of tita place. The craps around
Roland have beau on tha whole very satis!act-
ory this year, but a faw o! the farinera lest
quite haavily from bail. A great deal o! tao
tbresbingýramaineda Le bo d.oua at tho Lia o! aur
visit, probably moro tban bal! tho crop. Stand-
ing an the doorstap a! the hatLi and fooking
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only i tho direction whilti we could Bec front
thero 152 large etacks of whcat %vers counted
withiit easy oceing distance.

Luaving Rolattd the jourttey wcstward wvas
contin-aed as far as Miamni, oile of the two
largest towns ou te liite. Titis place is rather
prettily eituated. Ail around it is a poplir
bush mai-king the castern extremity o! thc hilly
part of tbe road and giving tbotown asoinewhat
unusual appearance toeycsaccubtomned to lookiug
fromn streets out over endiess prairie. liera tboy
are more shut in and shelt3red. From appiar.
onces we sbould Bay the town.site it8elf bas
beeu largely clcared from titis miniature forest.
The business intercsts of Mia-ni are varicd and
extensive, intluding saine of the beat institu-
tions in Manitoba. It lias two eleivators, thrce
or four general stores, a barnesss8hop, hardware
store, bookstare, flour aud food store, private
banik, and insuranice office, blacemitît shops,
photograph gallery, twva lumber yards, impie.
ment wvarehouses, batclier 8bop, carpenter abop,
and avery gond botel. Tie surraunding coun.
tryi is vcry fertile, yie!ding excellent crops and
settied with a good class uf fai iner8. After a
day's stay, we tuaot t regular freight train for
thow~est. Freights are net juat tbe best trains
to, travel on if you are in a burry. but tbey are
better than uotbing and campensate te pas.
senger to sane extetst in the -hauce wltici tbey
give bitti ta sec the country.

This one took us tltrough the very sec-
tioit o! the country wbich we malt wislied
ta see leisurely-the foothills of .lhe Pein.
bina Mountains. Deorwood wvas the first
station reacbed, but as iL is noting more
than a station no stop was madle there.
Altainont came next. Here wo wvere pratty
well into the hilly country andi ail around
iL bush and scrub abound. Tliere is nothing
but the station building to bear the naine, but
cousiderable wooci gathered frorn the surround.
iug country is shipped frein here. Sonierset,
the next btitiozi, is tîte centre o! a French set.
tlement atnd is a lotiesome-looking place. It
boasts a hotel and generai store, both mun by
Frenchmen. Althougb this is alrnost in the
heart o! the bill country, consid3orable wheat
is growvn near ettnngb the villige to be market.
ed rit it. The quality, however, is semetimes
poor and the region is susceptible to froct.
After passing Swan Làke, Indian Springs,'
M,\at icapDlis and Greenway, ail sbowing signa
o! the proximity of the bills, Balder, out next
stopping point, 'vas reached. Balder is in iLs
way quita a fainous littIe village, beiitg known
and taiked about by nearly everybody in the
province. WVo can't quits explain wby titis is,
but iL is probably on accounit o! the hospitality
o! iLs people or perhaps becattso o! the excel.
lence of the grain from the snrrounding coun-
try. Wbîla not as big as some o! the otîter
places, B3alder is still one of tltc best points on
this line. It bias several stores, implement
warebonses, blacksînith shops, etc., ail doing
good businesa and sbowing signa of prosperity.
Although it lias not yet a botel, the bearding
bouse accomnmodatiou i3s exccptionally good
and would put to shamoc many o! the
so-called first-class biotels wbicb iL is
our miafortune ta bave ta stop nt
whule travelling in tho varions parts of the
province. And juat liaro wo would lika to Bay
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tîtat if tîta proprietors o! these boteas would
give lesp attention to titair bars aîtd more to
their tables and beda tlîey wonld'find it greatly
ta tiair tsdvantage and by doing su tltuy woulcl
confer ait iniestimiable bonetit uipon tîte long-
scîfferiug travellea. It isi possible to put up
svith bad %vhisky or cigars but a uiirty bed or
tabla is au abomittation.

By tîta tima tae next train got ta 13àldtsr iL wvaz
pratty well on iao tita tha ovening and dark.-
nease bias at this Lime o! tita year act ini s0 that
ur journey froin thero past Belmotit, Hilton
and Asbdown to Wawanesa was a blank as for
as seeing the country goes, wve think tliotgh it
wonld ba safe Losey that it was slightly rolling
p.rairie, tîtat description dues fir atbout nine-
teutlis o! Manitoba.

WVawauesa, the last point o! importance be.
fore Brandon is reacltad, is quite a large place,
probably te largest on tae line. It is situated
on te bauk o! tita Souris Valley whicls at titis
point is very wido anîd decp. Tbrough its bot-
toin te river rune, a mare tltrcad in compîrison
with iL. The site is otte of the prettiest that
coulà po2sibly have beau chosen astd the proud
inhabitants say iL is witbot a rival in Ltae
'vhola province. The town litai the usoal coin.
plemettt of stores, business huses, blacksmitb
shops, carna3ge shopi, livery stables, etc. At
present iL is fiiled with raiiroad men wlte are
working on the line a !aw miles ont, grading
and leveling iL îtp. These giva the p'ace a busier
appearance than it is wvont to wear. Tîte dis.
trict surrounding WVawanesa produces a very
fine grade of wbeat in large quantities. The
seutlement i5 on2e o! the oldcst in the province,
mnany of the farinera baviitii corne in litera in
1551 attd '82, long before this line of rail way
was thougbt of. Many o! tha farms in the
district bave beett brought ta a bigh degrea of
neattupsa and order. Our stay iii the place wvas
limited ta one day and lato in the avening sve
c.tught a train La Brandon and thîts completed
the Jourueyv, passing on the way the amaller
points tunthwaite aud Martinville.

Skatudinaviske Canzadieizsareen (the Scandi.
navian Ciaadian) bas miade iLs appearance in
W'innipeg as a wveelcly paper o! four pages, fivo
columons ta tbe pige. ILs firat number under
tbe naw arrangemnent is dated Ootober 21sL,
and iL is ta be publiblhed evcry Friday. Mr.
Emanuel Obleit bolds the position o! manager.
Tho Scandinavians are ta be congratulated on
baving an orgati îvith suds excellent promise as
this. It is te oîtly p3per îî:inted in their
language in tîte country and iil no doubt do

much to educate them in Canadian offairs.
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