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tho original root. The Assyx'ian ]3ILU consists undoubtedly of ýhe weIl-
known ILu, the naine of the suprorno god of ]3abylonia, and thus of
all deities, andl a softened forin of the Coptic articlo. The analogy
ýOf BIT and 131T would aid in coriuug to, this conclusion; but stronger
,evidence for the truth of it is furnished by the Ilebrew. In that
language the name of the Most Higli Ged is AL, vlie the word
corresponding ta BILU, meaning lord, and applied te neighbouring-
gods, is BAAL. In parts of Arabia, strange to say, the articeo seems
to, have been, at least for a turne, knowingly retained, aithougli the
.Arabie al or Ilimyaritic ka were at hiand to supplant it. Thus, we
find Pliny, abolit the 7Othi year of the Chiristian era, montioning
the Thimanei, 8 an inland people of the peninsula; ivbile Agathar-
chides, wlîo Nvrote more than two hundred years eadlier, described
thein as the Btitheinanei. 8 Stili, it is ta, the Indo-European languaes
that we imust chiefly look for traces of this vonerable prefix. A
Semitie root nieaning strong, and, in a secondary sense, fortifieci, is
SHIADAD, SHEDID. Hcnce came the Hebrew, or rather Philis-
tine, word ASHDO-D, which is the same as the naine given ta
Eg-yptiRn l3abyloU, F OSTAT. Although the Pishdadian lle of Persia.
lias been supposed by many te owe its naine te a root of sixnilar
forni deaoting justice, there is much reason ta believe that «Ithe good
old rtile" of their turne niay have developed justice out of strength.
At any rate there is littie doubt that the Coptic article is as mueli
part of the namne Pislidad, -%viceh liushang first bore, as it is of lis
,other Persiain naine Pushang, which the Arabs harden into Fushang.
Old Greek dropped the reduplicated t of the Egyptian FosTAT in
Fastu, tho Homerie form of .dst, the city, îvhich we have the
authority of Didorus Siculus for connecting wvith the E gyptian towvn.'
From this old word, originally meaning tkie strong or tlte fortified,
and thence, by syntactical convertihiity the strong and for4ied place,
sucli as 4I cities were in ancient, turnes, have corne, through different
channels, ouir Englisli words state and cily. The former -WC owe, net
ta the Latin statue, but to the German Stadt; and the latter coules
-doubtless frein a sinipler formi of the Latin civitas sucli as ivo find in
the Spanish ciudad, or botter stili the Portuguese add, a word as
like tho old ASHDOD as Nve may reasonably expeet so modern a
tenu to resemble, se ancient a one. It is interesting to note that

28 Agatharchides, de Marc flubro, HudSson, 57, &c.
19 iod. Sic, L, 16. Vide et. Stxab. I., ix., 15.


