
UISTRI? 0F TUIE CUWtLCU OF SCOTLAZD.

but thé execution of it wau prevcnted first by the inva- It is originaily a Gaclie word-ciddick.-meoaning
sion of Scotianti by the Einpcror Severus, and shortly a eequestercd persan. IlTre la, 1 arn itformed,"
afterwards by thre death of the king. says Dr. Jamnelson, in bis hisrory af thre Cuidees, -a

For a considerable tinte aller this, owing ta the pretty generai tradition itn the Highliands of Scotland,
weaktiess or wiclcedness of saie of the kings, atnd titat the Culdees immediately succeeded the Druide, au
the wars and troubles in which others af themn %verc the miaisters of religion ; and it is salai that tliey re-
involved, littie or nothing was dont ta facilitate the ccived the naine oi CuidtacIt, as delighting, liks
furtber progress of thc Christian faith, tili about the the priests of heathetiism, in rctired situations. The
year 277, when Crathilintlr ascendeti the throne. He ceader MaY 18Y what stress !te pleases on titis tradi-
immediately took mesures for expeliing the Druids, tien, but it deserves ta be merrtioned, that, accordint
whicb ht found ta ho no easy task, in consequence ai ta a writer in Statist. Aet. va]. Xtv. 199, tht Druide
their intence, and popularity, which they stili, te a undoubtedly possesseti 1, (lons,) before the introdue-
considerable extent, maintaiaed; but, by great ex- t'OOfa ChristianitY." It was, no daubt, an accautit
ertion andi perseverance, hae finally aucccded. He ofitheir retireti habits they receiveti this naine, fort
likewisedestroyed almost every mernorial of them. B3uchanan tells us that Ilthey led a salitary life, iv'ith

Tht Christian religion gradually advanced fromt suait a reputation for sanctity among ail ranks, that,

this tite, and, under the fostering care ai Crathiiint upon their decease, the cruls tlîey had inhabiteti wcre

the leoowledgeof thet ruc God and tht Christian faith, charigeti inte churches ; andi from that custom it stilI

prevailedl pretcy generally throughout the country. cotitnues that the ancient Scots cali churches, celis."
Tieir lave for retirenient wvas just what was to be

In the beginning oi tht fourth century, tht cause ofepeti froin the circumnstances in which they were
Christianity in Scotland was very inaterially itd- placed. The dirst teachers of Chtistianity in Scat-
vanced, in cansequence ai the pers.-cution carrieti on landi hall fl-d ta save ilîtir lîves fî-om the persecutions
by tht eniperor Dioclesian, which dcove multitudes, whicîî ragoti wvîiin th.- pale ai tht Roman empire,
bath ai ministers anti private Chrîstians, particular- and iii doing se, it is but niatur-.l ta suppase, that,
ly from the aouth af l3ritain, ta seczk for saféty in witis the foul lnowledge before thern thast tht people
Stianti. Thest persans, amon.- whoen there were amon.- whom they wvere gain.- were heathens, tlîty
raany who were entinent bath for thecir learning- asid would $tek for refuge ln the inost rerired places. Anti
their Christian excellence, were al[ kindly received by bein.' separated frain their fricîrds--in paverty-

Cratilîchandwel prridd fr, har thy nigh amongst strang-ers anîd heathens in ail probabilityonly
bc induced ta remain, andi assist in establîsiîing tht les stl tintioeimr.îî hehdfe,

Chritia reigin oer Il ht ingom.it is net te be wendered uit that they shou'd cuitivata
Tht littie informiationc that bas been hantiet dovn retirement. *WVe arc not, however, ta imagine, that,

ta us resptcting the Culdees, the preachers of the altheough tlîey soughlt a refuge ln sequestereti retreats,
-Christian faith, of these tintes, ia Scotlanti, pre. they, on that accounit, lcd the idle hIe: of herraits or re-
sents themt in anr exceedingly intere3ting point of cluses. On the contrary, thair assembling cangrega.
view. They were distinguishiet for their humility, tiens arouîîd t hemr, andi Christianiiy making the pro.
and the simplicity of their manners-the purity, holi- igre4s we fînd it did thîrouglîout the country, are facîs
ness, anti piety af their lives-their sectusion andi rc- thar. bear tue most ample testimeny te their zeal, ac-
tirement front the world, and tîteir indifference te its tivity, anti diligence, prompteti by tht purest Chris.
pomps, andi vanitics, and pursuits-their dcvaýedness tian betievolence. But, even aiter tht>' li dissent-
ta the aertica of Goti, anti their laborious ciforts te inatcti thte truths oi tht gospel ta a censiderable extent,
instruct anti benefit their fellow men in teference te and congregations had be.-un tu, assemble themselves
their eternal well-bin-and for tht lîarînony they togetlier ant the first day ai the wcck, it il ta be ce-
nraintainedl amang tiiencves. Thecir manner ai memberel tat, with tht exception ai tht reign ai
warship was exceeding-l> simple, anti tieir formi ai Donald I., Christianit>' was for nearl>' tw.o centuries
church gavernomenit ras decidedly'Pieshyterian. Tue>' aiter ils initroduction, uticountenanceti and. unprotected
preacheti the grear. essential doctrines ai the cross, b>' the civil power, and thiat the Druiti Or heathen
that maire the seul wise unta salvation ; anti w.heî pân>', exasperati at the prospect of losing their
tht church, in other parts o? Europe, sunk ino errot power, and by tlîc actual encroa-chments, which,
and corruption, they preserved anti preaclicti tht gos- thrattgli tht influence of Cliristianit>', were trade on
pel in all its purit>' for tiges. tîteir privilegas, r.ould use erer>' mitans te raise thre

Samne Ilistorians baxe supposedti lit thre tere Cul suspicion, andi te stir up th.- hiatreti ai tht heatht
det was a contraction ai CsîZtores Dei, wershippers of part ai the population rîgainsc tht Christians. Thre
Ged; but it is more probible that it %vas inidtca.:tve in iat congregatiens which hllb egun ra assemble for

of thtir retirement an. seclusioa fra-ci tlt wanld ; es- %worship nid religionîs iiistr=eion, wauld, ln stuch cit'.

Pecially 5.5 many of tht places wherc tue Culdees curnstlces, icel iliat tlicy were onl>' obeyîng the die.
Iived, retain their fianie te ibis day, witlî t'te syllabl# tts o? comînan prudence w.hcn the>' helt lîir meet-
kil prefixeti; as, for instance, Kil Marnock, or the' i it ai eqctrt pae hreid da
ccli of Marnock; Kil Niniani, or the celi oi Ninian. 'I"lcPhersan's Dissertation on the Era of Oies.
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