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After every other excuse liis boen shewn tobe
vain, sutie have the presamption to charge the di
vine law itself’ with wjustice,  They exclam that
the staudard of duty is fur above our reachs that
none can possibly attam to that petfection whichitt
enjoing, and that no man can be.called on to-per-
form mote than he s able.  T'o abstain perfectly
from.every. sin, tud perform perfectly every duty;
anay be # law fit fur angels, but not for iveak; im:
petfect. man.  To tius we sunply reply, that God
could make no Jaw, except otie winch demands per-
féct obedience ; and, therefore, to affiem that le
had o tight to give us such o law, 1s just to say
‘that he had no right to gneusalaw atall, Seme
.xmagme that the pha;urc uttcndm'r s forms
some palliation of their guilt. But the very reverse
is the truth ; fotthe more pleasure we feel or funs
cy to be in 8in, we shn\v that our mind 8 the more
deeply depraved; and that we are the more destitute
of the lové of God and of righteousness.

Letus now. advert to the sinand fully of this
lelf Juaul‘ Ying spmt.

That this self-deccit is in the i:’ng)xcst degtee un-
wise and foolish, must appear from-the. extreme
weakness of the pretences that have been meition-
ed. Itis almost irvariably. found that the wore
hemous the crime and the more abandonexl ‘the
enmmal, the more easily is.the conscience satisficd
Wwith thée excuses advanced in defence of it.

“The folly of this self-deceit will appear still far-
ther, if We feflect that it must soon cease, and
that all thése delusions will soon he exposed. Con-
science is ot dead, but sleepeth; thoigh now
eompellcd 10 keep silence, it waits only for the
day of judgmeént to raisc its voice on high. Its re-
proaches may now be avoided; answered, sileaced,
-or dnspised ; but soon .it will spcak in different
lmgunge and. with a different tone. Thittk. how
‘those- excuses which contént yaii now, will ap:
pear s at the day of Jawgmcnt and before the bar of
Alm\ghty God, Think how the convinced sinner,
‘when first nwakened toascuse of his danger, trem-
bles and is amazed.at the viéw of his sins 3 how |
completcly all those palliations- which- once gave
peace to his -conscience, vaiish- away, and lemc
him helpless and forlorn.  And if.in the midst of
fhfc‘, heﬂﬂl and comfort, wlnlcthcrens yet epace for
repenhncc, aconvinced: conscience can so' distract }j
and overwheln the soul; what will be the aimaze-
mentand consternation of hiin who is undecéived
only before the - judginent seat of God? It would
requiremany. volumes to answer the vain-excuses
which even one sinner has brought forward ; but
at that day, they shall dissppear ina momcm, and
he .shall sund speechless and sclf- condembed:
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None shall then dire to pléad, T Would have re.
pented und obeyed, but [ lrad no power tado s :
I prayed for grace, but grace was denied me. [
sought knowledae, but ¢ould not obtaid it. I
resisted temptation, but was unsiccesstul, 1 cn.
deavoured to keep God's commandments, but
fuund them hmrcasonable and impossible,

Let us remewmber that weshall be judged, not by
our own opiniotis: or rersunings, but by the une
changeable laws of God.  Liet us remember the 6.
spotisibiity under which we are, as moral and ac.
countable beings:  Many secin to imagine that bes
cause our actions are free, because we are left.to .
the exercise of our own wal aed the guidance of
our own conscience, we are tacrefore under 0o re-
straint or responsibility, Now thie case is just the

revérse.  “The more free we are from compalsion.
and resteaint, the more accountable we are to God:
forthe use of oir f recdom, Tiw commander ofan
army, seit ofi Sonie distaiit sefvice, is more rcspon-
$ible to his King than the ofdinary soldiers are, just
becansd e is moreleft to his own Will and his own
discretions A steward loft in the full charge of
his master's house and property, is more responsi:
ble to his lord than the iiferior scrvants are, just
becnuse his temporary command was supreme, So
it is with usin regard to God, We may cmploy
our talents, otr time, onr facultiés, our property,
in whatever wuy we may thivk best; we may
thm!. of. God, or wé may forget God ; we may de-
vote our time and our faculties to hohness or to
sin; we may employ oiir property in works of .
piety and churity, or -in the service of vanity and
folly ;-and no caithly power can control our con-
ducty or punish us for the neglect of our duty, or
the abuse of our.blessings. DBut just because. we
are so entirely free aud uncontrolled in this world,
shall we beresponsible in the world to come, How-
vain, then, to rest conteat with those excuses which
may deccive our fellow-men, 6r may pass uncon-
denmned by thiat low standard of duty which the
world his formcd for itsclf; and- set up in place of
the law -of God !

But the chief cvil of this &elf-justifying temper
is that it prevents the soul’s accepting of -the sal.
vation- revealed in.the Gospel of Jesus .Christ.
The very first stcp we must takein commgtoChrun
is & deep and heartfelt conviction of sin; a full sight
of our ruin and misery, and a complete perception
that we are without eXcuse-=that God is righteous
and thit we are wicked. How then. can he em-
brace the  Gospel, who, perhaps, never .confersed
cveh to hisown coniscience that he was guilty ofa:
singlesin ; who, although lie may admit the doc-
trine of humau guilt as a--pait of his creed, hae




