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The following description, of a spectacle not uncomîinon in tropical
am, but one ot which. the eye neyer becates wearied, wtill be read
,wjth interest. It oceurred on te outwaruivyg of the uxpedition
frora Souithampton, off Ille Spattish Coast. 0

Page 37-l' But nion the n.t sî ph-idîd isp, tle preseoited itseif
that 1 have ever sCCI1 tt Qua. 'l'ie ucemi begai Iu lighten iii, ail te
crests of the breakitîg wayes gluwed wjith Mn lnrh~g nire, aa
a brilliant greeniishi-wh-Iite waterfall fell front te oadewul f thle
vessel, which lefi in its long -wake a broa iib îra i lite dark sea.
The sides of te essei, and unr dlownwardl gaziog faces, w~ere iiglcd Uip
as bright as îoioonliglit, and 1 \vas able Ilu read priait vithut aiiy
dificulty by this Nvater-Iire. WViten îLe ilikiinatitîg nialler, hi,
according to Ehirenberg's reseaicites, procceds froxu infinsoril iiatituial-
culze, was most intense, %ve saw hlaines dancing ove îe sua, as fat as
the coast so that it secnied as if tve -Nvere sailiîtg ibirungit a mule
richly slarred sky titan ltaI whichi was above il,. 1 have ft-eqnlity
observed this illuminattoît of te sea on the Meditertaineau lilsu, blit
neyer with. such extraordiinory briliiancy as on titis occasion. 'l'le
spectacle was quite like etcitantntettt. Suddeiily I1bere belweet
the waves new living streaks of tire, whiicli radiated frou Ilte vesse1

like two gigatici serpentts, and, judging by te proportions of te

ehip were at ieast front sixty lu eigitv feel. lonig; itey mioud( in a
deceptive miauner, iii large -w ittdiitgs' beside Ilte vesse1, croseed the
waves, dipped iitto lte foani of Ilte adi-telre-appealîed,
retrealed, iturried foîvard, aod fitaily vattc.ied iti te disiatice. lFor
a long limie I could not explain titis phenontenion. 1 thouglit of Ilte
old tales, so freqîîeltly repeatud, ot the ituge sea, serpents Nitich itave
been. seen front tinte to titue. Nothittg coutld miore closeiy resentitie
what was here before lis. At lengtlh il occurret leie tbat it ittigbt
however, only be fisies running a race with the vess-e1 , anti, by ibieir

ridinovements, brushing te sttrfaice of the lîtuttioîtis sea, titey
nultproduce the long streaks of light bebirtd thitn. Nevertheless,

the ocular demnonstration remnained as dIecep)tie ais before 1 coid
discover nofhing of the dark fislies, ttor determttie liteir size; but 1 at
length. consoled rnyself by îay owvo cotijecttre."1

Thebes, the city of a hrtndred gales, the italf explored and haif
understood wonder of tlie pasl, is descîibed witlt ittucli itîteness.
A short extract w-c snbjoin.

"lWe have now been ioitabiîing our Thebjian Acropolis, on Ilte tLUI
of Qui-na, above a quarter of a yuar, every olte bîtsiiv cn 111ye l iis
Own way fromn mcrning lu evetiog, it îttvesligating, descri biîtg, and
drawittg the niost vaînable nionît inuit' s, tlkin)g paîper imnpressionts of
lte inscriptions, and in niakiog plans of t1e buildittgs; -we liaive nlot
y et been able le complete the Libyaît side alunle, wltere titere are at
est twelve temples, hve-an)d-lweity toil-s uf Kings, fifleen beluîtg-

in g te, the royal wives or daughiters, 1and a couuntless nuiniter bel(Iîgittgr
te prîvale pertsons sîill to bc exaiocd. The eastero side, witiî ils
six-and-twenty sanctuaries, in n certaitn degree of preservalion, w-ill
iiowever demand no lefss lime, and -,et, Mure lias been dune by pre-
vious travellers and expedilions iiiTitubes ilseif, ee puciaily by Ille
Frencit-Tuscan expeditteti, titan in any olter spot, anld we have et-ery
'where only compared anti opleled ilituir laboin-s, lind not repealud
them. We are aise far front imttgitinig tbat we haye now by any
meaus exhaosled lte itîfinife ituter cf tttattmnettts ; wlloe%-erfilw
us 'with new information, atnd wilb Ille re-.ulîs of' mttre aciYaed
science, w'iil also ftîtd fresli Iri_-asures, ani gain firesli inttsruction
from te saine mnoinnments. 1 have always had a Iiisîor)1ical aital in
view, and Ibis bias espeeittlly delerittied tîty seleclion cf te munîtll-
ments. Whenever 1 believed thaï; 1 itad'attaitted whlat wvas ittost
essential for titis end I w-as aifd.

"The royal temple of KANK 'tcîwas dcii icated lu te Kiîtg cf
the Gods, embraces it itFclf te witol iîislury (if iL c Egyptiaii
Monarcity. 4Ail Dynasties entiaýte inu Ille gior.y cf havitîg cuit-
tributed their share tu flite eîlargenttutt, enîbeiiisitet tirresteraticît cf
titis national sancituary.'' lt wtt' futtded bt ti-r lirst kittg, Sestîrtesen
1, under lte lst Thebanî Royal l), itast%-, die 12tit of Maneio, betwecn
2600 aîîd 2700 before Chirist, and leu-en atîw)-n exitibits soite rninis in lte
centre of lte buildittg, fretin tliat pericd, Learitg Ilte niaine cf titis
King."t

IlBut a far more splendid enlargetaunt cf flie temple uvas execîtcd in
the fîfeenf h and fouxteenf h celories, 11.1 . bý te greal Pitarois cf
lte 19th Dyîîasty ; for Seilhus ist, te fatiter c lRantes Mintuit, aiddd
in the original axis cf lte tem)ple, tite niost ntagniuicent itaîl cf 1 illars
that was ever seen in Egypt or elsew-iture. 1 ihe sîcîtu rouf, su pported
')y 134 columns, covers a space cf 164 feul in dleplh, aad 31-0 feet in
breadth. Eacit cf lte twelve central columois is 3G fel in circomifer-
once, and 66 feet higit beneath lte architrave; lte other colo mns, 40
he$ b'ig%~, ar* Q7 feetf in eriimferAnte, It ln impossn«iblo to uieseîb

Ilte ovcrwlieln)jtiat initrussion which is ex rerienced upon entering for
lte first linte ii itIis forest oif colonies, and wandering from one
range itfo lte cther, itlween Ilte lofly figures cf gods and kings on
evcry sile represeuled on tlient, projectiag somelimes cntireiy, some-
lttnes oniv it part.

Every surface is covered wviith varicus scultipures, now in relief,
îîow stttk, wIticit -wcre, itwu u',eîi coîttpleted under lte succebsors
cf Ilte biler ; mosî of Ibutoi, itdcud, by itis son Ramsus Miamun.
It trial cf itis htpsveiall tuas pinec.d aI a Inter period, a great

tvatttlCout, *27é0 by 3-20 fel iu extent, decorated on lte sides
Ottly N%-illt coloîtadus, and enlcred by a inagoificet pylon. The
itritteiple part cf lte tlen e îtîîii.tt d litre, cuntprisitg a leaglt of
il îo fuel, itot ittcilitdntg Ilte rcw cf sphltitxes in fr-ont of ils external

viaito' Ilte pecîtiiar sanel uary whii ci w-as placed by Ramses
M tîtt lieutit- besidle lte taiattslbc inietePle, and

wiîhlit le saillie 'axis, btut lturocl it sici a maainer thal ils entrance
NtY 1t5 ont Itle olîpýile Side. Iltlding Ihese enlargements, the ent ire
lcîîgîhl Mutl htave aninted lu îtuarly 2000 fel, r-eckoniDg ho) the mnost
sou0lIterit gale cf lte external wttli w iicit surrouîtded the whiole space,
Nuiticit -was cf ocaly cuîal brenîlli. 'lie lalur Dynasties who now
ftuod Ilte jtrii.ciplü tmples coîaplelcd oti ail sides. but who also wcre
duesirotte c f coittribuîiitg liteir sitare lu lte entbellisinient of Ibis centre
cf lte Tiubait w' biiiegait parîiy lu crel s:eparale sinail temple&
oit lte ltrge lut el space witici ýwas surrounded -by lte above men-
ticîîed unciosuire w-aIl, partly te exluod ltese tmpies also externBaiy.-"

\Ve ialcuicludle Ibiis aotice w-iîh the de-scriptiûn of lte climale of
'Uî.e(r Egypt, and sentie cf ils curionr.stis

"li Uppur Egyplý, w'ltere il scaî-cely ever rains, il is tolally different,
cspeciaiiy w-ith respect te all tbe moonments w-iich. are siloated on

lte borders of lte desert, out cf reach, of lte anitual inundation, and
titis is uîtiforily lte case -witt lte tontits, te richesl storeitouses for
or kîtewiudge ef ancient Egyptian life, witich in Ihis country alone
rualiy fulhil Ilicir trouc destinttaion by surving as an asylum against
disîroclico aîtd decay. The uarre-t ("istrict of lte Nule annually
recrealed borders iii ils witclu lenglth on lte 'wide, rccky, aad petrify
iîtg desert. 'llie tew-os and temples w'ure lterefere citiefly built on the
botttdlary 1eîw'euî the tw'o, partly' net te inlrench upen lte fertile
groitiid, parîy in order lthat lie buildings sitculd be u pn a drier and
mtore seuîre foundaticit. Attd tlitts iii fact, w'Ye fit dlte nomerous
tentples andi palaces in w-onderfîîl jireseivatîuît se far as ltey are net
roiilated by lte liatd cf itait. Even lthe bricks ntade cf Nile mud,
and driud iii lte situ, apparunîly lite rnosl perishable malerial, have
itot urtfr-eqriuoîly bucît preserve iit lte open ait for titousands cf T'ears,
it ite forîti iii w-ich. lîey w'ere bîtilt; up, and Witiî tlteir coatIDg Of

pUater. A rom- cf greal vaultud balls, built enlirely cf Nule -.ricks,
and parlly coverud in lte taside w'iith stucco, stands about the cele-
bralud temple cf lte great Eamlses, it Tiebes. They date fromn lte
sauie jîuriod ais fle temple ilsuif, lte begioîiag cf lte ltirteenth cen-
tury before Chtrist. Titis is itet alunie lcsfified by flie arcititeclonie
plaît cf lte buildintg, bttt ittuet irrufutably by the bricks titumselvcs,
-whîicli bear te naine cf Rant&ùs Mliantîti sîantpud upoît tem as a
mtark of Ilte royal mnttfactîîre. At lta timte, and cariier, during
lte -witoe of the ltand l9fiî Dy'îasties, il was a u'ery common
praclice Ie litte lte cxcavaled rock-lontbs w-ith Nile bricks, and afler-
'Wards te paint lîîou flie sltcco, uspeciallv witureuer lte rock was
friable, and -%as itereftîre ieNit itte a î'aulled roof, But the sme
custoin is sonitlîmes fouund evun ii te carliesl period of lte Pyra-
mtids oîf iMNetitis. la enclused places, net; oniy lthe building mnateriai,
but te eoloitrs, boîh uipun lthe stone and lte pinster covering, have
alîttost %vitîtoul exceptiont îeîaiîîed titeir origintal fresitness and per-
fectiont; antd also, very frequetitly, witere tiîey htave been exposed to
lthe opeit air, l'ie puctliar iîtcerruptibîlity cf vugetable and even cf
aiittxtl utatter is, iowcver, sill mtore astoiiishing. Our museuma are
filled w-itit sucit retualits. lit lte ntust anit, olîmbs of Meînphis, a
nittlde cf objecîs ai-e fcunld ma(de of w'eod, such as sarcophagi
citesîs, atntt boxes cf ail kinds, citairs, inîstruments, smnall ships, like-
tuise graints of cern, aîîd dricd fruits, sucit as pemnegraitates, dates, lte
frulit it lte Dou Paliti, nuls, alioittls, beatîs, grapes; aise bread, and
utîter food - besides dlot mîade cf hast, a texture cf reeds, papyrus,
antd ait iîticredliblc qîantily cf liinen. 'lTe countless number cf înum.
mîies, ai e, are w cil ktewît, vitici, titongi taket cuit cf Ibeir tombe,

stili last Itîr centutries w-ith lteir skin atîd unir ; aise ail mummified
bo-dies if itiinatls, niht tlieir ftîrs and Icaters ; even tie intçrnal parts
of lthe htuitait bottdy coîîld titere be entbalrncd for ever. and are sti»
found it vasies expi'cssiy designed for Ihat purpose. Titis wonderful
conset'vativc pi'opei ty beloiîgiît te ail aîtcient Fgypti#n objecte,
dlepends titurefore citiefly upon lit sky being without rain and the dry
tioil cf the noît-irri gated deserL But lthe country offered another
m1arked advantage a bove ter lands--namely, the greateat abundanC4
nf mrtterialg, espeeially adArtad foi- eli Icindo of mnnîîieents.
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