
184 ORIEVING THE SPIRIT.'

tho wcnther, that lio mn y improvo eveq. fnlling shower or gleanm of sunelhite.
Ilow vastIy moru alert shouid ive bo tfa watclh tho grneious influences of the
Spirit, that we may cnst in thc prc.-ous seed and renp the botter hnrvest.

Lot us benr in mimd, that tho Spirit eperates on tho soul througlî means of
divine truth, which, is attended to, and leved, and belioved there. If we,
thoiefore, leave tho Bible ncglected, or tho Gospel unheard, '.,ve are sliuttin-
out the S pirit from. tho henart, by neglecting the instianient ivith which. hee
works. i'e Spirit enliglitens the mind nnd snctifies the seul, througi nmeans
of Gospel ordinncs. If, thon, we forsake these, we nre rcfusing the hie]p ci'
the Spirit, by wvithdrnwing frem bis instrument. It inatters not bow williw,
lio is to bloss us. It matters not how rendy lie is to bo grncious to us. lIfNo
reject or stnnd npart from the trutîs by wbici hoe operntes, we are grieving and
setting aside the great Agent froni bis beloved ivork in our hienrts.

And bore ive nmust remark, that none of ail tho nppointed menus of grace an
ho wilfully negleeted, ivithout grioving the IIoly Spirit, and sinning againsi
our own souls. To retura to our former illustration. You mny set n plant ia

richi soul. You mny give it abundance of moisture. Yet if von depiiv it of
Iighit nnd lbent, it wilI die; and ivhy ? It is not because earth, and I iglit, and
meisturo of tîemiselves mako plnts to groiv; but beenuse, tbrough those. sub-
stances combined, tho God of nature sustains lifo in the vegetabie kingdoaî.
Se, if we negleet nny of the means through wlich the Spirit operates, it matters
not Ilow diligent ive mny ho in tbe use of ail others. Wo mny attend on thle
publie ordinanees of religion, but if ive restrain prayer beforo God, or refuse
te rend bis word in private, ive are cuntrnvening the laws of beaven, nnd the
effeet will ho a grieving of the Spirit of G od, and the certain loss of our soui's
snlvatiort. "Biessed is b hat sowveth besido ailwaters"-not only bytflie fre
river, but by thle seeinded fountain. Blessed, indeed, are ye wvho are constant
in your place in the sanctuary, and daily on your knees in the elo-set--whlo art
regular in yeur reading of the Seriptures, and habituai in your meditation,
alone with God.

Roader, be watcbifnl agninst all these ivays of grioving the Iloly Spirit of God.
If grieved, ho may depnrt, and, nias, wbnt becomes of you thon ? Your privi-
leges may romain, but the living Agent, whe alone gives thern effect, lbas gene.
The outward framework of ordinanees ay continue, but the gracieus Spirit,
wvho impnrts interest and power to them, is away. Mien ministers xnny
preaeh. to yeu, the Bible may lie befere yen, and the Snbbath offer you its bal-
lowed rest-but net n solitary blossing will corne from, any of these te your
heart, after the Spirit is grieved awny. Yen caa only feel thon, the weighit of
that awful woe whioh God utters ever bis anoient people, 11 Ioe ho te theai
when Idepart from. them."l Ains, we bave àll donce much te incur tbis wvoe.
We revuire this day to deprecate its endurance. It becemnes us eaeh one t,
offer this prayer from. our heart:

"0 stay, thon grieved Spirit, stny.
Tlengli 1 have donc thee such despite,
Cast net the sinner quite away,
Ner tako thineo verlasting flîght!

"Though 1 have amest ungrateful been,
0f aIl whe e'er thy grace received,
-Ton theusand times thy goodness seen,
Ton thousand times thy goodness grieved!

"Yet, 0, the chief of sinners sparo,
In honeur ef eur great Hligh Priest;
Ner in tby righteous nger swear,
'I1 shial net sec thy poepio's i-est!'
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