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Last evening,
A YOUNG LADY FRIEND.

sho is now very thoughtful about her
ioul’s splvation, was inyited by & friend
0 a social prayer-meeting. She had also
seey invited to a party.  The party was
106 in itself a sinfel place of entertain-
nent, but her conscience said to her, the
arayer-meating is the safest placy
ad the best plece for mo to night, She
was more likely to meet Christ, to hon-
or Christ, and to get needed holp for her
soul among His people, than among =a
merry company of pleasure-seelcers. ﬁov
going to the house of prayer was a decis-
ive acd; it was o following after Christ,
rather than after o worldly indulgence.
Did she do that in order “‘to be saved
from frivolow ., soul-dissipating influencs,
and from veproach of conscience; she
wanted to put herself distinctly on
Christ’s side, and she did it. Her step
was like ca-ling a ballot on election day ;
it showed which side she was on. The
prayer-meeting could not coovert her
soul, but her act of going there was an
evidence that she was being converted,
for conversion signifies a turning round
towards Christ.

We have cited the above case as an
illustration of what is implied by “follow-
ing” Christ. The same prirc?ple may be
applied in & hundred different directions;
every right step taken in obedience to
the voice of an awakened conscience, is a
step towards salvaiion.  Christ speaks
through the conscience: ‘“Whatsosver He
saith unto you doit.”

Very quietly the Holy Spirit often op-
ens the heart, just as he did the heart of
Lyéi . What is doste by that awakened
hears ¢»mmonly settles the great ques-
tion, Suc opened her lips for Christ,
and cpsaed ber house to His servants,
and that proved that she had admitted
Jesus into her heart. What she did aav-
ed her, because she did i¥ in order to
obey and honor her Divine Saviour. If
she had done the opposite, whe supposes
that Lydia would have become the firat
converton the soil of Europe;- and havo
found her place among godly women?
Her actions spoke londer than words.

““What makes our Fred so wonderfully
kind and oblifin this week !” enquired
a wife of her ma%m.nd “Y don’t know,
unleas he was converted by that sermon
last Sabbath.,” The hushand was right ;
the youth had been guietly changed in
heart by a faithful sermon, and began ab
once to actdifferently. That boy's con-
duct at home was his- way of folldwing
Christ ”; his conversion proved itself by

\
| his acts, and has lasted ever since. God’s

hand was in it.

Salvation is o joint process—it is all
free grace on the side of the atoning Sav-
iour ; it is all free obedience on our side.
Jesus works, and you must work ; He in.
you, and you for Him. Doing nothing at.
all is the damning sin. Just observe what.
answere Peter and Paul ga.ve to the ques-
tions *‘What must we do to by saved ¥
Poter’s prompt, pithy answer at the time:
of Pentecost was ‘‘Regent!” Repentance:
is more than shame or sorrow for sin; it
is a turning from sin with a full purpose
of , and endeavour after, new obedience
to Christ. This means doing, net mere
feeling.

My friend A——repented of the sin of
dram-drinking, when be signed & pledge
and forseok ks bottle. It would bave
been absurd for him to have said that he
wag penitent aud trusting Christ, while
he was yot taking sly drinks .out of that
decanter. Itwouldin his cage have been
a qixencbing of the Holy Spirit. An
awakened inquirer once said to me “My
besetting sin is to swear.” Then I repli-
ed “Confess your sinto God, and stop
swearing, At whatever point the Holy
Spirit convicts you of sin, there is the
poiut to yield and to repeat. Repent-
ance proves itself by acts.”

Paul's answer to the question was “Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus, and thon shalt
be saved.” This was also an act, and a.
very impressive one. ‘Trusting, in the
jailor’s case, was not a babe falling asleep.
on the bosom of a mother—as some goody
good people define faith. It was a pretty
resolute step intoe which he put the whole
enerbgigslof his soul—as I would put al}
my bodily energies into ing & rope
I fell overboard from a ger 8513}’08“. P

There are times in life when faith isa
very Guiet resting in the arms of the Re-
deemer. Byt I don’t understand that the.
joilor was in the spiritual condition for
that atyle of reposeful trust. His was
the quick cleaving to Jesus; God was
working in him, and he in turn was.
“‘working out hig salvation with feqr and
trembling.” My friend, your faith inust.
bea laying hold on Jesus Christ, and a
cleaving fast to Him. That is your doing.
He will cleanse yon, strengthen you, and.
hold you to the egd. That is His doing.

Finally, the whole, great question of
your salvation must be settled betweon
you and your Saviour. Go to Him. One
hour with Jesus is worth years of sermons
or enqyiry-mestings. No pastor, no friend
can save you; Jesus can. Whatsoever-
He speaks to yonr conscience, do it
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