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Protection from Lightning.

'Tho United States agricultural department
in tho exercise of its fatherly care over farm-
ors, has icsued & pamphlet on the subject of
protection from lightning, prepared by Alex.
ander MecA lie.

Tho publication is really useful as it gives
tho results of tho latest investigations into
the subject and showsthat ordnary lightuing
rod protection is not sufficiont, in viow of theo
better knuwledge of the character and quality
of electric di-charges. To this day the
lightning rcds on some structures are so
carelessly put uo that they are more likely to
lead & current directly into the buildingthan
to divert it into the gruund,  Prometheas
himself, the first man who made a lightuing
rod, had a crude apparatus, but it was no
doubt superior to sume modern rods,

Notwithstanding the theury that lightning
rods are not s0 %ood a protection as metal roofs
the agricultural dopartment earnest!y advises
*he use of rods judiciously erected. The
weather bureau fiuds that sn 1830 there were
120 deaths from lightning in this couuntry;
in 1891 there were 20%; in 1892 there were
251, and in 1893 there wore 207 or 781 deaths
in [our years reco ded. From 1885 to 1830
there were 2,220 fires, with a loss of $8.,886,-
825, caused by lightning. In 1891 the fires
from this cause numbered 457. and in 1892
they numbered 839, with a luss of $2,921,481.
Nearly 818,000,000 was lost by lightningin
the eight years ending 1892. In Minnesota
there wore 52 fires in 1899, 1891 and 1892 in-
clusive, caused by lightning, which caused a
lows of 8307,25), The great r purtion of tae
buildings destroyed were barns, stables and
granaries, and the risk is five times tor
in the country than b thecity. Mr. McAdie
advises the use of a good iron or copper con-
ductor, with earth plates burried in damp
earth or running water, and the top of the
rod plated to prevent rust, and no chain¢r
linked conductors should be used. He gives
some interesting details as to eccentricities of
lightniog and disposes of some popular mis-
information about rods. The pamphlet 13
woll illustrated. He shows awong other
things that it is a great fallacy to thunk that
lightning never strikes twice in thesame place.
'Il‘iis is not very oncoursging for candidatss
for appointment to office = And the agrical-
tural department does no encourage the
flight to feather beds during & thunder storm.
This i3 an ancient resort of the terrified, but
it w nt do. Itisn't worthacant. And even
Mr, McAdie admits that rods do not protect
against certain kinds of dashes suretimes,
It is interesting to see that Mr. McAdie has
made out a pretty good case for thelightning
rod. It protects; but not always.

Dishonorivg Drafts.

A large number of wholesale houses who
have been subjected to a great deal of annoy-
ance 1n the treatment of drafts by out-of-town
cnstomers, will fully endorse the sentiments
expressed by the Chicago Apparel Gazette,
That journai says: ‘¢ There are too many
who are injuring themselves irreparably by
refusing t2 honor drafts that are drawn upon
thom for bills that are due. There are fow
things that will arouse & man to a state of
grerter disgust towards & customer than to
have a draft that has been honestly drawn
returped tnpaid. An account is overdue,
and a statement is sont which says that unless
a remittance is made bofore a cortain datoa
draft will be drawn for the amount. No
attention is paid to this, which the seller
takes as meaning that the draft will be honor-
ed, ond consequently, when the time allowed
has clapses, a draft is made, only to be re-
turned in nine cases out of ton without com-
ment. It is not only an unbusinesslike
transaction, but it is & positive insult to the

wholeaaler to treat his request in such a
mauner,

Frequontly the moss trivial and ahsurd ex-
cuscs aro given for dizhonoring drafts. A
claim of B0 or 75 cents for freight, if the
goods were to bw delivered, or a similar
amount for damagad ﬁof\ds or somethi g of
that kind; but oven allowing that the claim
may be a juat ono. is it not a thousand *1mes
better and more holorable to &y the full
amount of the druft, notify the house of the
slight discropancy or overlvvked rebato and
rolitely request an adjustmont? ‘There is
not a respectablo house in the country that
would not sce that the claim met with an
immediaty recoguition. Buyera fail toap-
preciate the anuvyance that 1t g1ves sel ers as
well as banks by havingdrafts returned when
thoy are nightfully due, and should meet
with prompt acceptance and payment. To
say that you *have written’ or * will settle
with their travelilug ecepresenrative' are
paltry and lame oxcuses. and only bu.c you
in many ways and will put you under sus-
picion as being & man who desires to be un-
fair aud tricky io businessaffairs. Endeavor
to err on the side of right and you wi.l always
be fairly dealt with.”
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Life Insurance

An Eastern paper, the St. John Sun, haa
the following to say of Tho Great West Life:

* In Jicearly days of the bustness of life
insurance,policies were loaded with restrictions
and conditions to an exient which bezat un-
certainty as to the exact nature af the con-
tract, frequently resulting in litigation, and
consequently in & residuum of prejudice
against the business in the minds of many.

“Step by step, with increased k-owledge,
these old restrictions have been modified, and
in many cases gliminated from the contracts,
In these days it is the aim of progressive
companies to furpish & policy which is in the
nature of & simple promise to pay the sum
stated therein at a specified time.

** Long experience (130 years) has shown
where and how features of asdvantage to the
po‘icy-holuer might be added, safely, and
with profit to all concerncd.

*t As a result of all this pruning and graft-
ing came the collateral security policy of the
Great West Life Assurance Co, In its con.
struction all the resources of the most advan-
cod actuarial science wera utilixed, With
regard to it, it is enough to say that it fully
meets the most exacting lacter day require-
ments of abseuce of embarrassing conditions
coupled with the greatest possx%le range of
options and profit to the insured.

*t Asto the com pany itself—which is some-
times called the * Young Giant of the West’
it may be said that its success has singularly
justified the wisiom of its founders, not only
in the preparation of policy plans but also in
the selection of a field for the most profitable
investment «f the funde committed to its
charge, and this, coupled with ccoaomical
management and due regard to the class of
rigks assumed, is the final test of the measure
of profit to the assured.”

Interesting ngal Decisions,

On March 28 at the court house, Winuipeg,
Justice Bain delivered judgment 1n the case
of Gaudry vs the Canadian Pacific railway
company, Appesl from county court. The
plaintiff sued to recover the value of 62 tons
of hay destroyed by fice. The plaintiff lived
at La Salle, where ho worked a farm on
shares with the Rev. Father Gendron, one of
the terms being that Gaudry was to find and
put up enorxh hay to winter tho cattle; to
do this he _ut up the 62 tons of hay in
question bat on 12 Cctober last & prairie fire
took place and the whole of the hay was
burnt. Gaudray claimed that the fire was
caused by burning waste from the hot box of

au ongine running on the south westorn
branch of tho Canadian Pacific ralway. The
railway company disputed itsliability, show-
ing that there had been a firo running over
the prairie earlier in tho day, which might
have caused the destruction of the hay. It
waa 8l contended it was impossible for tho
firo to have started from the hot waste as
snggested. The cise 'was tried at St. Norbert
botore Judge Prud’hommeo and a jury, when
a verdict was entered fer the plaintiff, Gau-
dry for 8218, the value of the hay at $1 a ton.
Agotust this verdict the Canalian Pacific
railway appealed to a judge of the court of
queon’s bench, The. b)2ction was taken that
the hay wasout on D vmiuiun lands and that
plaiutiff had no perrnt to cut the hay or
lease of the lands, anc therefore had no such
property in the hay a+ would onable him to
recover for 18 loss, His lordship held that
the judge of the covuty court should have
grauted the motion ¢f the defendant's coun-
sol for & non-suit on the ground that the
plaintiff had not shown that he had any pro-
porty in the hay in question that would
entitle him to maintain an action for its loss.
The jplaintiff lived about four miles from
where the hay was burnt. There wus no
evidence to show that the plaintif was in
anyway in actual possession of the hay at the
time 1t was burnt, and there was no evidence
of property or ownership apart from the fact
that he had cut the hay and put it up, The
plaintiff having cut the hay withont the
right to do so, he acquired no property in it
from the mero fact of his having cut it, that
apart from possession, would give him a right
of action, even against a wrong doer. The
appenl should be allowed with costs ; the ver-
dict entered in the county court for the
p-aintiff set aside aud a nonsuit entered with
costa.

falifornia Orvangs Crop.

The Pomona Progress says: ‘‘A careful
computation of the orange business shows that
there have been slipped out of Southern
Califorpia thus far this season about 4,000
carloads of oranges and there are ‘ot over
1,500 carloads more remaining to be market-
ed. This is not much over half as much as
the estimato that was put upon the orange
crop at the beginning of tne season. Whl%e
a small percentage of the oruge crop was
damaged by the severe wind early in the sea.
son and in some sections considerable 1pju
was done by the frosts that fallowed, it Is
ovident now that the estimate of 10,000 car-
lozds was too large. In this valley the in.
jury from the wind was light and from frost
virtually n-ot,hxn%o The orange market has
gone ut with a bound during the past ten
days and oranges are being suld at prices
ranging all the way from $2.25 to $2.60 a
box f.0.b. These are excellent prices and
they seem likely to prevaii til} the balance of
the orange crop is marketed,”
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The London Financial Times remarks:
‘*Despite the plethors of money, which has
mads its vaults absolutely bulge with bullion,
the Bapk of England has been able to declare
a slightly better dividend than at thisdate
last year—4% per cent. per annum for the six
months, as against 4 per cent.”

_The Farmers' Advocate, published 1n Win-
nipeg, is publishing a series of roports from
leading farmers all over Maunitoba, giving
their experiences and opinions in the form of
brief answer, to a series of questions. Theso
include the best varieties of gram to sow, re-
sults of bluestonivg for smut, results of
ma-uring, otc, Thesestatementscoming from
practical formers of the highest stavdicg in
their respective communites, should provide
very vainable ioformation for the farmers
generally.



