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hy suppositions or funciful ideas of damage.—
Monetary Times,

The ’disﬁstoe.

This myatic parasite has figured in  history
for ages past.  According to Pliny the ancient
Druids held it in sacred reverence wnea  found
growing upon certain speeies of the oak family,
and great virtues were attributed toit.  They
nsed it in their baagaets and sacrifices, and
called it according to Pliny, ‘‘omnia sanatem,”
which, interpreted into the language of the pa-
tend medicine adveitisements, would be *‘all
heal.” They used great ceremony iv gathering
it. TFirst, two white bulls, whose horns were
taen for the first time bound, were led under
the tree, whea the priest selected for the pur-
pose, clothed in white robes, ascended the tree
and cut the mistletoe with a golden sickle, and
the greea boughs were canght upon a white
maatle that had been previously consecrated
by ¢ ppropriate ceremonies. After these cere-
monies they slew their victims, praying God
to prosper His gifts unto whom he has given
them,

1n oll the legend of the past there are none so
little known and so inteiesting as those of the
Scandinavian nations of Northern Europe. In
thase legends the wistletoe figures as having
furnished Hoder, the blind god, with the subtlo
poison with whicii he painted the arrow with
wkich he slew the great sun-god, Baldur.

The name itsclf comes to us honestly from
our ancieat progenitors, the Anglo-Saxons,
who called it the mistletan, from tan, a twig,and
mistal, which meant da1k, gloomy, mysterious,
figgy, or conveyed an idea of that sort which
we cannot well define in the present form of
the English language, bLeszuse as people be-
come enligetened the words that conveyed one
idea to the superstitions mind have” been re-
tained in form but convey quity a different
idea to the minds of the enlightened posterity
of the people who coined the words,

But the Southern Lumberman does not pro-
pose to lead its rcaders into the realms of myth-
ology or archiology, but eimply wishes 4o call
theic attention to fewfacts of minor importance
that are appropriate to the coming Christmas
holiday. W. want to call their attention once
inayearto a mystic parasite common toa
great many forests in the south as well asto
most orchard Yrees.  Very few people have
ever paid any attention whatever to it, and we
will wager ¢ cocoanut, to he paid promptly on
Nev Year's day, that not one in ten of the most
ewperienced lumberman among them can
name the trees upon which the mistletoe is
never found.

There are seventy-six known species  of mis-
tictoe, but it iz claimed that the true mistictoe
grows only in Ergland. It has for a thousand
years been in demand as a Christian decoration
and it is understood and agreed that the Ld
who steals a kiss from any lass ‘‘ander the
mistletoe” is a thief whose sing are forgiven by
forcordination. Ioc this veason a large qnan.
tity of mistletoc isnow imported cvery year
from Eagland, by socicty people of the castern
cities, to be ueed in Christmas festivitics.
There is no taritlT duty iinposed on its importa-

tion, and fHarper’s Monthly, in the “Drawer,”
December hus a highly humorous but instruc.
tive acticlo on the subject, the teudeucy of
which leads to the enquiry :  Why does not
South furnish all the mistlotooneeded without
importing it from abroad? The ouly excuse is
that the mistletoe of the south is not the gena-
ine Viveam Atbum ! Good gracious! ‘e
world thought at one time that the Sonth could
uot grow cotton, and it tovk many years to
convince the Ivish flax growers of our ability
to doso, Now incredible as it may scem, we
grow more than fifty of the seventylive var-
ietics of the miatletoe, in suflicicat quantities
to furnish all the young people of the world.
\Why should we not build up a shipping trade
in mistletoe with our northern and eastern
people.  Qars looks just like the English mis.
tletoz, only it is pretiier and we have itin
greater variety and abundance, for b2 it known
that neariy all the .mistletoe imported from
Liugland comes from the apple orchards of Nor-
mandy ! Suppose our mistletoe is not just the
real viscwm Alvwm of the old Deuids, it is just
aslucky and foitanate.  And, hesides, there is
wot a girl in the world, not even in Boston,
who, «fter Yaving been kissed “‘wnder the mis-
tetoe,” is going to take the trouble to look up
the botany to sce whether the article was the
true viscum Album ov a Southern varicty—uot
often. The subject offes foad for thought and
the promise of a luarative tiade to intelligent
enterprise.--Sonthern Lnmberman.
L 4

Substantial Business Revival.

The liberal trade movement in this city of
the preceding  fortnight has been continued
throughout the cuirent week. The jobbing
bouses handling scasonable goods wie agrecably
surprised at the number and  size of their daily
orders, and the universal promptuess with
whicih merchants are paying their bills, Ad-
vices from wanufacturing centres, with searce
an exception, vepreseutieduced stocks of goods
on hand, and some leading lines were sold sev.
e1al weeks in advance of production, The in-
crease in the price of steel mails is oue of the
matked evidences of the busiuness vevival, Six
mouths ago they could he bought in  the open
market for §26 a ton, and it was cnarged that
sales had been wade for §25 avd $25.50 a tou.
The latest price, established & few days ago,
is 835 a ton. The rise isnot less than 35 per
cent in the course of four ov five morthks. While
this inevease in prices has been accining, the
league of the mills toteduce production has been
relaxed to permit the additional amwount of
230,000 tons of rails to be addod to tac produc-
tion. It is said that this entive increased pro-
duction will be absarbed in railrond construc.
tion before April 4, 1886, and a further addi.
tion to the output will probably be made by
joint agreement belweea  the mill owners, So
that the eutire amount of the steel reil product
for 18586 will Le 1,000,000 tons, or an amount
suflicient to lay 10,000 iles of <rack. Itis
uot supposed thatthis extent of new lines of rail-
10ad is tobe built next year.  Doubtless fully
a third of the new steel rails will be used to re-
lay track now composed of iren rails. The
railroard cpachs may bo studied with interest

and insiruction, Ta 1880 and 1§81 railroads
were built everywhere, and fae exceeded the
demaud of the country and  tiaasportation,
Liues were vun into the wheat country, iuto
the pine woods aud into the irtoa  distvicts of
the Northwest.  Competing lines luid then
trucks wherever a route, however unpromising
as to an immediate yicld of commodities to be
carried by vail, conld be found.  Overprodne
tion oceucred in railvoads usin everything else.
There were more railroads  beilt than  could
possibly pay operating expenses,  Many com.
panies became bankrept, and even the otrong
solvent companics were compelled to horrow
money to pay dividends, and to finally cut div-
idends down or suspend them altogether, The
men employed in railroad building were then
discharged, and became an idle class.  Rail-
read materia's becamca drag in the market
and could not be sold at any prico.  This was
ore great cause of the depression in labor and
trade that hes prevailed during the past two
years., The revival has now come.  The
natural development of the country into which
the uew lives were built a few years ago has
made them productive railiond property, and
the companies that built them zre 1ccovering
from the cmbarassment thei: construetion
cansed. DBut a uew epoch of railcoad construc-
tion i3 opening.  The same excess of produc:
tion moy aceur, to be followed by a siwmilar
period of 1caction and gencral depression in
business. It would be far better, however, to
“go slow,” 30 s to produce no reaclion, and
in order that a stezdy though less rapid rate
of onwaid progress may be 1ealized.

The iton situation, gewerally, continues so
improve. A striking illusaation of the change
in the market for pig ivon during the last three
wmonths of the year is presented in the last
wonthly farnace statement, which shows that
there were in blast on the 1st of December 94
anthracite and $9 bituminous fuinaces.  On
the Jst of October theie were but 75 anthracite
aad S bitunidous, The total capacity per
week was 26,816 tons anthracite aud 49,700
tons bitvminous on December 1st, against 20,-
419 tons and 43,234 tons respectively, three
months previons. This demonstrates, thet to
keep pace with the increased demand, produc-
tion has been cniarged to the extent of fully
100,000 tons in threc months.  Coupling this
fact with the geueral testimony of furnace
agents that theie surplas stocks are not more
thaa one-tenth part of what they wero six
moaths ago, it is clear that, while son.e recent
statement3 as to the improvement in prices
way have heen rather overdrawn, she increase
in the volume of business haa not been over-
stated.

In the cast, west and south there has been a
geueralimprovement in the steel and iron in-
dustricy, aud a fair disteibution of goods, suit.
ablefor the scason, and the yearis druwing to
a close with a satisfactory tiade in all branches
of the monufactming industry. — Chicayo
Journal of Comamerce,

Branding,
The St. Louis convention would have done
good wark by stating that the branding of cat-.



