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hy stuppositions or fancittil ideas of tl&iiiag.-

The qistletoe,
Titis illyetiu parasite lias figîtreti iii listory

for ages past. Accordiîig ta Piiny tire agiciett
Divnids lieidl it iii sacrcd reverece wviiei fomîîd
grc,wiig Il poil certaitn seies af tire Oak taiiily,
ana great visvties wcrc attihîitc ta it. 'Jhiey
nsed it in tiieir itnqtiets anti sacrifices, andt
calîcîl it accordiîig to Pliiiy, "ominia eattamrltl,"

Wiieti. iiiterpretti ifîta tire lauage of tire pa-
tell" iiediÇinle adveltiseiiîeiits, %woulîl bc -Al
heal." '1'ley useti gîcait cercmuiaîy iii gatlcriiîg
it. First, two whmite haîlls, wiiose lioris %îeic
thoni for tire iirst tite botiiid, %verc leti îîidcr
tire tree, wvlîen tire pricat ielcctcdl for tire ur-
pose, elotheti ini white robes, ascendeil tire trce
and cut tie iîistletore ivit> a golde.n sickic, tud
th e green betîglîs %verc catiglit tipon a i wiite
meutte titat litid been previonsly coîisecirteîi
by tppropriate cci cmîîoîics. Afttar tliese cere-

manies tlicy sien' tlieir victiiiis, prayig loti
ta prue lis gifts timite wlîaow lie lias given
thein.

lut ail the legend a! tige past tiiere arc lierre 80
littie known anît so iutcicstiiig as tL'ose of tire
Scandinavian nationîs of Nortlîcrî Europe. lu
tli-se legends tie îr.itletoc filir as Liing
furnislîed Hodxer, tire bliud god, %vitî tlie subtle
poison wîitli iie'iî lie paiuted thet arron' iith
wlticli lie slew tire greut sun.god, lialdur.

Tire naine itscîf cones te lis lîoncstly front
aur ancicat progenitors, the Aiiglo*Saxoiis,
who cald it t'enisltag, frein tan, a twig,and
mistal, wiici entit (lai kz, glooiiîy, mysteriotiî,
f iggy, or eonveyed au idea af tiîat sort wiîiclî
we aiîot ivell tieflute in Lire preseîît forin of
tlinlm'iglisll laîîguagc, bezztisc. as people lic.
conte cîîlig'etctied tice words that coîîvcyel ance
icîca ta tire suiperstitionis mind have' becii rc*
taineti in teriî but eaiivcy qiiity a différenit
itîca ta the iiids of tire etliglîtcîîedl tosterity
of the people whia eoined tire worde.

liittlic Soiuherez Lswiber»geandocs miot pro.
pose ta leail its readcrs mbt tire rmaints o! îny tii.
ology or arcliiology, buit siiîîply wis!ies,o caîl

tliîeir attention ta fewv tacts oi mxilior imnportance
tlîat arc appropriate ta tle coiniiig Chîristmias
lholiday. W'j wîait ta eaul tioir attentioni onîce
in a year ta a ulystie parasite caiiinon ta a
grcat inany torests ini the soutli as n'ell as ta
niosi orchardl trucs.. Very fen' people~ have
cvcr paid any attenition wliatcvcr ta iL, atît %vc
ivill wvager. comoamit, ta )le paitl promptly aut
Ne-- Ycar'e dlay, thzitinato ana ten of!h i îobt
e.perieîiccdl luitibernai amng tirent cati

naine tic trcs îîpaî whiicli tire nistletoc is
neyer foliud.

Thera arc scvei:ty.-tix kîiîspecies of Suis.
tletot, but it ip clairmcd tlîat tire truc 1ii:sUetoc
grows anly in Er.giaiîd. IL lias for a titoisaîid
years becu in tlcîna'îil as a Clîristiati decoratiop
and it is understood and agreedi ti-at tire Ld,
who steals a hier; tront a-îy lass "mîîîdur tire
inistletoc" is a tbief whîosc siais arc torgivemi by
foreordinatioiî. Foc titis vcasoîi a large ipian-
tityoet uiitletae istion' iniportetl cvery year
frani Fnglan.Itl, by society people af tAie casteri
citics, ta be uîetl in Chiristmans festivitics.
Thcre is ia taril lî:ty iînposed n it., importa.

tien, niid flarpcr's 14oitiiiy, iii tire "Drawcr,"
l)eceiîbr lias a liigliy huinloroîis but iiîstîuc.
tive article on tire siibject, tire tctitcîicy of
n'liicli Icauls ta tire ciiqtiiry : Wliy îio-s îîat
$outil fuîîîisi ail tire iiistletoe îîeedî nitli.it
iiiportifi! it fîoîîî1 abroad? IlThe Oiy excuse is
thit tire iiisitleton of thgo senîtir i'î tt tire gelmi

lire li"rir Album ! Good gratiîs ! Tiie

(lot :roNv iottati, atîd it tou, inaly yearit te
coniirice tire Irishî lias g-owvera of aur abiiity
ta (Io so. Non' iiicrctiible as it 'îîay sceîîî, %vu
gron' lîgare tua> fty of tire tscu'iityliivc vnr-
jeties o tie ii8istltoe, Pi siillicieîît tntttics
ta flirîtisi ail tlîe Younîg peopit of tige wvorll.
Whly siîoutl wve îît btiild op a 8hiippiiig tintie
iii nistletoe uu'ith aur îîortlîeri anît castet'ii
peaple. Ours looks jîîst like tire Eiigiisli mis.
tletoa-, oîîly it is pretZaci aîd %vu ]lave it iii
grecter variety amni abttiidagice, for b.- it kiîowiî
that 'îearly nul tîîc .iutletcc iîîportcîl front
Eîiglauid conties fi-oni tire apple orcliards of Nor.
ianty 1 Suppose aur itiistletn)e is uaL just tce

rmai vdsrmuin Atilliut o! tire aId Drtis, iL is jiSt
as ltmcky alidtoi ttîîîata. .Aiit, hebites , tiiere is
miot a giel iii tire word, net cvei iii Bostoni,
%vire, :.fter haviiig becît kissed "nude t itis-
tletoc," is goitîg ta take tire trouble ta look uip
tire botaniy ta sec %vîctlîer tire ai ticle w.ts the
truc vivantm Atlbum oa aSoutiei variety-u.ot
Olten. 'Tite stiujert offé-s food for tlîougltt and
tire prolllie Ot a hIciative tiatie ta initelligenit
cuterprise. -Sunthern Lumbermagnn.

Substantial Business Revival,
Tire liberal tvaile iiîaemeînt iii tlis city of

tire prccediug fortutiglit 'ias beciî coiitiiiîiet
tliroîiglout tihe entremit i'echk. 'l'lie jobbiuig
btouises iiandling seasoiable gaudit ae agreceably
surprisett .ît the mnmber anti size of their îlaiiy
arders, andîtl ire uiiiversa proiiiptiiss with

%'h)ci àiiierchîaits ara payiiig tmeir bills. Ad-
vices trai> inanttitauturitip centres, %vitl scarce

an -trC.ceptiona, represenituetiuceti stocks of gotls
aoi hand, aîîu soute leiiig Unges wucre soiti gev.
ci week8 !i advaiice of protiiitioiî. 'l'le iii-
crease in tire pricc of steel rails is otue ot tite
iarked evidetices at tige business revivai. Six

mouLutis aga tiîey couît itie bouighit ii tire open
miarket for $26 a toun, axai it w.as cîiasvgedtiait
sales Irnd bcgî muade for $25 au'd -25.50 a tat.
Tire late.î . price, estabiie(îcl % fet' tinys ngo,
is 835 a ton. Tire risc is not le3s fia .33 lier
cctt in Uic course of tour au- five nionth's. itlilo
tlii.i iiic-casc iii urices uns betît acctung, tua
eluaie of the naiils taorteticie production litas been

tea edt permit tue atltitioiial aiiiiit of
250,000 toits of rails ta bc atitoti ta tAie lirauIcl-
tieni. It is -aid, that titis cuitive iiîcrcazied pro.
duioi nul ic abbotrbed in raiiroid caiistriie.
tion beloicApril 4, ISSO, and a tîîrtlîer atîdi.
tien> t tire Outpuit will probabhy be gnade by
jouît agreenicuît be~'vc.i tie ugilI aners. Sa

tai. tire cltirc ainouitît of tie stet-l r.-il pradiiet
foi- ISSG wvill bc 1,000,000 toits, or ai> aiouiit
siifliciciît ta lay J0,000 indus of '.mck. It is
igat ipposeui tlinttlis extcîît Of tien limics of rail-
moad4 ii;te bu bîilt uiext year. DoîIhtiess tîîlly
a tlîird oftir Lue iel rails %vili bc tused ta ru-
lay track naw conîposul of iroui rails. Tire
railroa'i epoclis iiisy bic atuidicd uitit iitterest
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andi iiis*.riction. Là ISSO anti ISSI riljroadi
wtre hilt cvetîy% itere, andt flir c\ceeded tAie

tleîmi-dt of tire togintry anîd t .sî~ai
Lilies wîerc rtint into tire whlent counîtry, ilito
the pille wîoots anti iito thei fi o.î districts of
theu No' tii ncst. Comipeting Unges luiti tiig
tr.cks wilicrever a route, 11i%% eccv nniroili.il)
.13 tu ail iîîietiiate yadld of cotjinii tis te heL
ca-ried iîy rail, conîti bc foîiîid. Ovci p)ro,'iî
tilln ocqcnrrcd in czitroadi4 as ii eîcrytiiing e!t.c.
Titere wîcre miore r.tilro,îdis la.iit tlini coulqd
possilîly paY Opetattuig cxlleisvs. I\blny coini.
pinics ljecai baiîkrtî't, auti evej ir thctoiig
soivciît comip;îiîies m cru coiiipelled to iîor.on.
înloîîey Io pay îiivMen4b, and to filial ly ct di,:-
idenzds don oî suispendl thiiu nitogetlie:r. Tfire
îiî'î cinpiayed iii vailroadi buîilding wcia tlicîi

diieliarged, anîd lîca'îe ais idie clats. Riail.
rond iîiersiceaite a ilrig iii tire market

nd coiiid vot bc SOMd at any prico. Titis wvaï
Ove freat cause of thic depiessioi iii labor anit
tratie tlîat lies prevaiicdl ÜtirinE tire pas. two
ycars. 'l'lie revival lias iîowv conte. Tite

theif-% titr es werc biîilt n fe'v ycars ngo lias
miade tlirent produictive railio:îd pioperty, and
tie caiîipniiies tiiat bîîilt tireurî are iccovc.'iiîg

t vo.» tire cnbarassaieîit tliceL construction
caîîscd. Bunt a ntie -tpoclî of r.iilcoad constriie-
tieni i5 apeîiiîig. 'Tire battre cxce3s of prodîîc*
tion icîy cctr, ta bc folowed by a siîîiar
periad of i cactioti anîd geîîerai depresgiù in
busiîîcbs. It wvnld, he far betr, lion'evcr, ta
"sa slowv," -lo zs to prt>dice ire rcac.ioiî, anîd

ini oitier tiiat a stcedy tliouijgh lm~ rapici rate
of onwaîd pîogress iiwiy be iea.izcd.

'l'le fil sm ituationg, g(7-wrally, continuîes to
ittilirove. A striking illustrationî of tire change

iii tire iarket fer pig iî*ait duriitg tire iast tiîrec
mîoîîtlis of tige ycar is prcsented iii tire last
iioiitll fiinace statettieîit, wiîiclî shows t hat

ticeeciii blast on tl'u lst of Dece-nber 94
nîîlîacie ntiS9bituin uas fuinac2s. On

tire lst of Oetober tlîeîe wert itut 75 anthracite
antd SS bitiin. joits. Tfice total capacity per
week n'as*26,816 toits ainthracite anti 49,7930

toits lhititiiiîîots ait Dezemiber lst, against 20,-
419 tons anti 43,2314 toits îcspectiveiy, tlirec
iiîoitis pievioiis. Titis dlenionstrates, thr-t ta
lacep pace wviti tire inecaseui tiemantl, produc.
tion lias beeîî ciî'arged ta tire exteut of fuliy
10t,000 tonsa in tlîa-e înonitis. Coîîpliîîg titis
tact %virl tire getîcral tc2tiîiiony of ftîînacc
agents t1hat tliei rpli stocks arc îîot sucore
tua:>i oue-tentAi part of whlat tiîey werc six
inoits ago, it ;a clear tl'at, whle son.c receut
statcîîîciitaas ta tire iînpraveinenit iii pries
inay ]lave ]cît ratlier overdraii, zlic inîicasc
iii the aluninc of business lias not beci> over-
hi atedq.

lIn tire cale, n'cst and iott tiere: lias been a
gcîicai imprv in t ireUi steel anti irai in-.

dustrieait a fair eistribuition af gootis, suit-
aide for tice season, andt thu year is drawing to
a close witii a sz.tisfactory tiade iii ail branches
of tice iriî'factîiiiiîg iiiditry. - Chidcag'o
Jouîrnda o gnîtircc.

Brandiug.
'rite St. Laouis coiivcitian woiil have doue

goati wrirk by litatiiig thai tl-n br#liidiiîg of caL.


