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Grain Dealers’ Grievances

The speclal general meeting of the
Grain  Dealers’ held In

THE

direct an elevator to ship his grain in
Store, yet the same act prevented his

elevator could not
ship, for lack of cars, the elevator

the board room of the Grain Exchange
this  week, was very largely
tended. It had been called by the
executive to meet the minister of the
interiur, and explain to him (b
amerdments the grain buyers desired
in the provisions of the Grain Act.
The Interest taken in this matter by
the elevator men Is very great, as
was testified by the attendance of
members  from reat  distance.
Among those present were :
John A. Scott, Hartney; T. E. M,
Banting; Ja Davidson,
J. Btead, Snowflake; B
Snowflake; G. R. Crowe,
Tru Minneapolis;
inneapolls; N. Bawlf, Winni-
. D. Chisholm, Griswold; J.
Hasting, Indian Head; James
'pe, Moosomin; J. Wake, Minne-
dosa; D. McLean, Moose Jaw; D. N.
Russell, Wawanesa; Wm. Hodd, Win-
nipeg; W. J. Lindsay, Brandon; W. L.
Parrish, Winnipeg. J. McMillan,
Winkler; Jas. McHugh, Minneapolis;
B. James, Winnipeg; F. Chapin, Hart-
ney; J. Friesen, Gretna; Chas. Aime,
me:

®

réon; Canadian Elevator Co., Win-
ulpeg; F. Bolton, Dariingford; A. B.
Ellis, Winnipeg; J. Schwartz, Altona;
. Mulr, Winnipeg; J. 8. McKay,
Morden; J. McLaughlin, Winnipeg; J.
W. Cochrane, Glenboro; . Kelly,
Brandon; Wilson & Co., Arden; S.
Scott, Lauder; J. Scott, Hartney; F.
Phillips, Winnipeg; Harrison Bros.,
R. J. Hunt, ; C.
J. Hunt, Carberry; 8. P. Clarke, Win-
nipeg; B. Friel, Regina; A. Reld, Win-
nipeg: Wood Bros., Somerset; J. W.
Knittle, Brandon; E. O'Rielly, Winni-
peg; C. C. Turner & Co,, Lumsden.
Prepared Their Case.

Mr. Sifton had arranged to moot
the deputation at 4 o'clock. In order
to prepare for a statement for his

owner had (o insure the wheat, carry
it, and lose the space, without a cent
of . For these reasons,
Mr. Love thought the clause as to the
present system of car distribution

should be struck from the act.
Very Few Are Benefited.

The financlal responsibility of the
elevator men, as compared with the
man with oniy sufficient capital to
buy a scoop shovel, was noted. Then
Mr. Love went on to point out that
the act benefited only those in the
immediate vicinity of the car: The
farmers who secured cars were the
big farmers. The smaller farmers—
who constituted from S0 to 80 per
cent. of the agricultural population—
derived but little benefit from the act.
The effect of the grain blockade on
the business of the towns was touch-
ed on. The act and the breakdown of
the railways, Mr. Love said, had
brought about a position the most ex-
traordinary in Canadian history. The
grain men relled on the minister for
fair treatment. They asked that,
when amendments were prepared, that
they would be given a chance to up-
pear before the government and state
thelr cas

More Cars Needed.

Mr. Chisholm, of Griswold, would
not ask Mr. Sifton to do away with
the act, grain men, he thought Mr.
8ifton would agree, were not all
thieves and robbers, any more than
all farmers were saints. He thought
that where farmers were satisfled to
put thelr grain through an elevator
that they should have authority to
order a car at that e or. It took
G0 per cent. of each crop to pay its
working expenses,
threshing and labor.
pald right after threshing. But when
shipments ceased, business ceased,
and hardship was entalled on all who
rain. Mr, Chisholm

a p Y meeting
was held, at which President Love ex-
plained the object of the assoclation
belng called together, and suggested a
line of action to be adopted. Many
of the grain men from the country
as well as from the city, spoke, and a
resolution, couched in general terms,

vas agreed to be presented to the
minister.

Mr. Sifton was greeted with ap-
plause as he came in at a little after
4 o'clock.

After stating the object of the
clation’s desire to meet him, President
Love read the resolution they had
bl prepared, which was as follows :
Resolved—That the operation of
the Manitoba Grain Act, as now In
force, is detrimental to the best In-
terests of the country In restricting
and interfering In trade and com-
merce, and Is manifestly unfalr to
those In the grain trade, who have
capital invested In elevators, and we,
therefore, request that the Dominlon
government have such legislation en-
acted at the coming session of parlia-
ment as will remove such restrictions
and make the operations of said act
fair and equitable to all.’

Mr. Love's Argument,

In speaking to the resolution Mr.
Love sald the grain men objected to
the Grain Act as class legislation. But
thelr principal source of grievance was
the system of distribution of cars— that
no applicant could get two cars till all
other applicants had had onc, This
provision In the act would make it im-
possible for elevator men to stay in
business. “Had the provision as now
interpreted, been in force on Sept. 17,
at the opening of the grain season,” he
sald, “none of us, would now be in
busine: From 0 100 applications
for ¢ had been on file at one time
it one station. The elevators were full,
nd thers was no prospect of relief.”

Mr. Love admitted that the intention
of the act was to provide farmers with
a safety valve. Safeguards for these
purposes were devised by the grain
ommission — loading platforms and
wurehouses, compulsory storage and
“hipping from cars. With all th pro-
fons, Mr. Love thought the farmers
did not need the unfair diserimination
's against the elevators in the matter
'f_car distribution,

Elevators had t be licensed and
londed, their owners had to have guar-
intee bonds, and they had to provide
‘ccommodation for six grades of wheat.
The act provides that a farmer can

on
thought that If the rallway companies
could provide enough cars that the
Grain Act would cut no figure,

Mr. Alex. Kelly, of Brandon, thought

it unfair that a'man with en elevator
of 30,000 or 40,000 bushcls, should take
turns with 30 or 40 farmers. He

asked Mr. Sifton to consider the po
sition of the grain men, for, If the
act were not altered, it would mean
ruin for all of them.

Mr. Phillips dealt with unfair provi-
slons of the storage clauses In the
act and showed by specific instances
in his own business that they were
Inequitable.

Mr, Sifton's Reply.

Mr. Sifton, who was recelved with
applause, stated that he was bound to
say that this is a country of rapid
transitions. He had been accustomed,
for the past four or five years, to at-
tend meetings of a somewhat different
character to the one he was now ad-
dressing; and at these meetings he
had frequently been accused of con-
spiring against the farmers for the
benefit of the grain men. He supposed
that, at fully one-half of the public
meetings at which he had spoken for
the past four years, that he had had
to defend himself against this accusa-
tion. It now appeared that the scene
was changed, and that he was charged
with the offence of helping the farmers
to put the grain men out of business.

In the discussion of this vexing ques-
tion Mr. Sifton thought a spirit of
moderation and forbearance very nec-
essary. Speaking personally, he had
tiled during his public life to promote
such legislation as would solve the
difficulty. He was certainly not dis-
posed to do anything that would in
any way tend to impalr the efficlency
of the elevator system. Because of
that disposition, he had been most vio-
lently attacked, one desirous of
standing in with monopolists who
were sald to be plundering the
farmers. He had had no desire,
from the beginning of the discus-
slon some years back, except that
everybody concerned in the hand-
ling of grain, whether producer, buyer
or shipper, should get the fairest of
fair play. The subject was one, how-

ever,
Fraught With Difficulties

—difficulties which he had in the past,
and would in the future, do his best to
remove. In the past two years there
had arisen a situation which had re-
sulted in the passage of the act in its
present form. There was no object to

COMMERCIAL

be gained, Mr. Sifton continued, in
beating about the bush, The statement
had been made that the farmer who
shipped his own grain on cars recelv-
ed from 6 to 7 cents per bushel more
than the farmer who shipped his
wheat through an elevator. “I have
due regard for the men engaged in the
grain trade,” went on the minister ;
“many of my oldest and closest friends
are engaged in the business, and I
never shared any idea but that the
grain men are an honest body of men

engaged in a perfectly legitimate busi-
ness. They are entitled to the same
amount of consideration as farmers,—
as much, no more. And, on the

other hand, the farmers are entitled to,
and should receive, as much considera-
tion as the grain dealers.
the, grain producer comes to par
ment, and says: ‘I have producsd a
commodity which is In universal de-
mand, and T object to its going through
the hands of middle-men, who will
Take an Undue Toll
on the product of my labor,’ then 1
wunt to say plainly, t this Is a
complaint and an objection that parlfa-
ment I8 bound to recognize. And
entiemen, that no
be elected in Can-
can afford to disregard this

of course,” continued
Mr. Sifton, “be some explanations
and other circumstances of which the
f.rmer is not cognizant. It may be said
that the difference of from six to elght
cents a bushel is not too much, under
the exceptional circumstances this
yrar. But it must be remembered
that this difference existed before this
year—before last year. According to

o the most rep
men, there was this difference, and it
was felt that it constituted more than
a legitinate charge for the handling
of the grain. If that were the case,
you will see that a position arose
of which parllament was bound to
take notice for it was a condition
that no farming community in the
world would stand.

“I had serlous misgivings about the
results of the Grain Act. I talked it
over and canvassed its working with
many of my friends—with fully a
dozen who are here present In this
board room this afternoon. I dis-
cussed with them the difficulties [
foresaw might result from its practi-
cal working. Nevertheless, Inasmuch
as

A Remedy Had to Be Applied

we thought it only fair that the
proposed remedies embodied in the
Grain Act, should be tried. And I
am free to state, even now, that were
it not for the unprecedented and ex-
asperating conditions of transporta-
tion, that there would nut be to-day
any serlous difficulty. From the re-
marks by Mr. Chisholm, I
gather that he belleves that, when
sifted down to the ultimate difficulty,
the situation would adjust itself, and
there would no unfair difference
between track and elevator prices for
grain, If In the shipping season an
abundance of cars were supplied. The
solution of this question rests upon
the solution of another question—the
great question of transportation.

“The gentleman who last spoke re-
ferred to the discourtesy with which
the representatives of the graln men
were treated when they came to Ot-
tawa to represent to narliament their
side of the case. I think it cannot
be alleged that 1, personally, treated
them with any lack of courtesy. (Cries
of “No, ne T heard what they had
to say and gave them all the Infor-
mation In my power. But It is said
that other western members were not
S0 considerate, I do not know. I
neither admit nor deny the charge.

ughter,

“It 18 out of my power to say how
or when the amendments—if there are
to be any amendments—to the Grain
Act, will be brought up. But when
they are next brougtt up, the -
sentatives of this assoclation will have
the fullest and freest opportunity to
discuss the whole subject with the
members. I wouldn't care to say that
the House will adopt your views—I
entertain doubts as to that.

The Solution,

“I do not think the grain situation
will be solved except in one
an enormous incre: in the trans-
porting power of the rallways. It
#ems to me that the rallways have
uterly failed to apprehend and com-
prehend the task they were supposed
to accomplish. Nine-tenths of the
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trouble we now labor under is due
to that fact. It must not be sup-
posed, however, that the Canadian
Northwest Is pecullar in that respect.
Last week I heard President Hill,
the Great Northern, speak on the sul
Ject.  He Is certainly not t
man to exaggerate the situation,
from the railway companies’ point
of view; yet he sald that if a
ordered a
car of goods from Chicago, and
received them in less than a
month, that he was very fortunate.
When the number of roads between
these two citles Is borne in mind, that
was a very significant statement. But,
as far as e Northwest is concern-

am of the opinion that very
much better service might have been
provided had the rallway companles
exercised proper foresight.

Hopes for Equity.

“I am not able, at the present time,”
concluded Mr. Sifton, “to state the
nature of the changes that will be
made In the Grain Act. I came here
to listen, to hear what the representa-
tives of the grain business have to
say, and hear thelr side of the case.
But you must not forget that there
I8 another class that has to have fits
say. What parllament has to do Is to
endeavor to find a solution of the
problem, after hearing all sides and
welghing all the evidence and the efr-
cumstance: can promise you that
I will glve whatever capacity and
ability T may possess to the solutlon
of the difficulty, and can only express
the hope that, when actlon is resolv-
ed upon, It may be such as to be
equitable and fair, both for the pro-
ducers and the handlers of grain."
(Applause.)

Other Opinions.

At the conclusion of Mr. Sifton’s ad-
dress, Mr. G. R. Crowe, at the re-
quest of the president, explained the
reason of the wide differences be-
tween the track and elevator prices.
All wheat bought after October 14 was
bought on basis of May wheat In New
York, with all the expense of holding
it til that time. The items of this
expense Mr. Crowe gave.

essrs. Geo. Brock and Plewes also
spoke, briefly explaining other detalls
to the minister.

Mr. Philllps sald that if the pros-
pects of rellef were contingent upon
the abllity of the rallroads to get
rolling stock, their chances were poor,
for he had the authority of Mr. Whyte,
of the C. P. R, In saying that the
cempany could not get delivery of
locomotives ordered after this date
until next year.

A vote of thanks to Mr. Sifton for
his attendance and courteous consid-
eration, moved wy r. Crowe a
seconded by Mr. W. W. McMillan, was
carried with applause. This closed the
proceedings.

Canadian Honey.

It is a pity that Canadians have not
the custom more strongly marked of
eating , which is not only a
highly’ nutritious food, but probably
the best and purest of the saccharine
substances known to men. The in-
dustry of bee-keeping is profitable,
and we would imagine, one which is
capable of very great development.
Nothing can work more strongly in
this desirable direction than the hold-
ing of meetings such as that of the
Canadlan Bee-Keepers' Assoclation at
Barrie, Ont., on the 16th and 17th
ult. One important result arrived at
in the discussion was the recognition
of the fact that bees do not puncture
sound fruit. When in a starving con-
dition it Is true they work on injured
or partially decayed fruit, but never
on the former. One of the most Im
portant of the papers which were
read was by Prof. Creelman, super-
intendent of Farmers' Institutes. But
probably a sufficient ralson d'etre of
the association’s meeting might be
found in the practical formation, to
which it led, of Canadian Honey
Exchange, the purpose of which will
be a better distribution of this article
among the various markets, more
equable prices, better grading, and so
forth. All highly meritorious objects
S0 long as the prices be not unduly
advanced, which, we understand, is
not contemplated.——Monetary Times.

WANTED-FAITHFUL PERSON TO
travel for well established house in a few
counties, calling on retall merchants and

ents. Local territory. Salary $1024 a



