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FURTHER DOINGS OF THE MAJOR.

By F. Buake Cnrorrox.

(Author of “The Majur's Biy Talk Stories," “The Bewildered Querists,” §¢.)

THE PROPIECY.

At last'the cup of the cruclties of King Pip was quite full,

It was the annual “custom.” or annual butchery, at Lotoli. ‘Tho tyrant
had feasted on horrors all the forenvon. Then he had dined luxuriously
in tho open air, surtounded by somo eaged ¢cnnnibals whom his warriors had
captured in a mid. Their hungty faces, he waid, improved his appatite,
just as the sound of rain on the 100f of his royal hut made him apprecisto
tho drynoss and comfort within,

The crowning nitraction of tho festival camo last. Tha conquered rebel
chioftains, Tookee, Hookee, and Tohee, wero ushered into tho royal pres-
once, siepping proudly and defiantly, though they were chained together.
They had been sentenced to fight n huge gorilla that had been provoked into
pursuing a canoe on the Gaboon, und soon capiured in a net and towed to
shoro hall drowned.  Now it was caged, nud ready to wminister to the ven-
geauco and amusement of the king. .

A choico of weapons had at first been ofiered to the prisoners. But that
vory morning a famous soothsayer, a suventh son of a sevonth daughter and
born with an odd number of toes, had said ominously : “ 2he national
weapon shall sluy the yreat ape, and the dayer shall dic a king "

In consequence of thie alarming prediction the superstitious despot for-
bado the use of the bLow, for all his councillors ameed that it was the
national weapon of the Lotolies.  After the rebels should have Leen slain,
Pip purposed winding up tho sport, and securing himself for lifo upon tho
throne in accordance with the prophecy, by shooting tho gonlla with arrows
—{rom his safe and comfortable seat above the walls of the arena.

Meavnwhile he was in fine spirits, and in 2 pleasurable state of expect-
ancyy for he bad never seen a gorilla killing a human being. It would be a
new sensation, and he expected to enjoy it as much as Squeers enjoyed his
first opportunity of thrashing a boy in a cab. e had alrcady rewarded
the courtier to whose suggestion he owed so agreeable a prospect.

Tookeo, Hookoe, and Teheo were finally given only three weapons—a

~gword, an assegoi snd a lasso, *

They drow lots for first choice. 1lookee, who won, selected the assegai,
thinking it minkt bo the vational weapon. For tho samo reason Tookee,
who drew the second longest lot, chose thoe sword, which was of native
manufacture. The lasso only remained for Teheo, aud ho had never used
one in his life !

Thoy wero to encounter the gorilla one after tho other.

Tooke: who was himself of royal blood. entered tho arena determined
not to give his cruel kinsman Pip thu extra pleasute of sceing him quail.
He rushed straight towards the gorilla’s cage, which was not” yet opoued,
evidently hopiag to gain an advantage bofore the brute could got out. But
the door was pulled up from above a moment too soon for tho br.ve Tookee,
and the huge ape bounded into the open arene, beating an echoing note of
defiance upon his ample bosom. The undaunted chief lunged swiftly at the
creature’s heart, with such force that the worthless blado, encountering a rib,
snapt in two. Ono crushing blow on his forchead from his enemy, and
Tookee had died like a warrior of Lotoli, :

Hookee had been dragged into the rebellion agaiust his will, and had
vainly begged the king to pardon himn on that ground. However, ho entered
the lists with some appesrancoe of courage, and brandishing his assegmni.
But the fate of his fricud had unmanned him a littlo, and destroyed ‘his
trust ip his weapon. When the hideous brute renowed his deop, augry roar;
Hookee trembled and fled, proddivg blindly behind him at his pursuer.
But Hookeo might as well have tried to check a térnado with a paper fan.
1o a momont the gorilla had broken the spear's shaft. In another moment
ho had felled Hookeo with a blow that was less effective than the one which
had finished poor Tookee, only becauso the latter chicf had beon advancing
gamely against the stioke, while lookeo was running away from it as fast as
his legs would carry him. 1o who fights and runs away, way live to fight
another day.

Before the gorilia had time to wmake a sure end of his motionless fos,
Tehee bounded from the prisoner’s door with the agility of a harlequin, and
waved his hand gracefully to the audience. Mo carriod no lasso, and was
armed only with an inspiration. His supple framo glistened in the sun.
having been freshly anointed ; and his now, purplo-bathing-drawers struck
some of tho spectators as showing too frivolous a regard for stylo in omo
about to dic  But the medicine-man who had made tho prophecy in the
moruing, muttered * Mumbo,” which afterwards increased his credit very
much; for *“Mumbo ” was a learned word, unknown to the Lotolies, and
‘which, as afterwurds interpreted by the soothsayer himself, meant * appro-
priate.”” It was, in fact, a cabalistic term, whose meaning varied a good
deal according to circumstances, making it quite handy foran anti-verpacu-
lar, highly oracular, feather-his nest old man.

Teheo answored the ape's angry challenge with a loud and defiant
Ethiopian chuckle, as tho man and his deformed image rushed swiftly at
each other. Not a woman there hut trembled and prayed for the araceful
and intropid Tehee. At the decisive moment that active chieflain projected
himself into the ajr, 1n a horizonta) pusture and head foremost, as a swimmor
takes a header into the water off a apring-board.  In fuct, no converted him-
self into n humnn missilo  1is hiead flow safely through the terribloe arns
of his surprised antagunist, and stiuck the latter fuil butt just undm the
breast bone. The gorill» fel] without a groan—not because ho felt no pain,
but becauss ho had not a sivgle breath left in his body.  Iie mighty right
hand, which had fractured Tookee's skull, camo down on Teheo only in a

tremondous spaunk, so that it broko no bones, if it did detrct somowhat from
llhu glory of tho victory, and remind the victor unpleasantly of his nursory
days.

At this point in the proceedings ITeokee opened both oyes. e had
half-oponed one a few seconds earlier, hut, the contest boeing then undecidod,
ho had closed it again, and resumed his judicious inaction. Now ho sprang
fearlessly to his faot, and, picking up tho head of his broken nssegai, buried
it in tho neck of tho fallen gorilla. “I'on he looked proudly and victoriously
around the oudience.

“ Stand against the wallI" shouted Tuheo to thoe posing Hookee.

No sooner had tho Iatter wonderingly obeyed this mandate, than the
nspiring Tchee boundoed on his shoulders, and, grasping tho top of tho wall,
drew himself up out of the mena. [le snatched a sword from the captain
of Pip's hody-guard, aud dealt a death-blow to the cruet king, Thon he

seated himsolf upon tho throne, and nowminated a friend of his own captain
of the guard.

* ““Thero i+ a tido it the nffairs of men,
Which, taken at tho tload, leads on to fortune.”
So thought tho medicine-man,
act, he started to his feet,

““Lcheo hath ovorcome the gorilla with the national weapon,” ho eried,
¢ and he shall dio a king. Lhe kead is the national weapon of the African
and the ram.  Lang live the great King ‘Tehee I ‘

* Long live King Tehee!” cchoed the late Pip's Carolinian iutorpreter ;
and, in his enthusiasm, forgstting he no lovger wore such an article, ho raisod
his hand to toss his hat into the aiv. 1o chucked up a wisp of his wool
instead, and the oxpression of his faco was not blissful when he folt his
mistake. A fow minutes later he was arrested on a chargo of toaring his
hair in spite and mortificativu at the change of dynastios, and ho lost his
valuable post of interpreter in consequence.

‘¢ Long live Teheo ! slouted ‘the spectators with one nccord, dazed at his
audacity.

* Your linjesty will remoember that I said ¢ Mumbo I'—that is to say * fit
and meet *~—~the moment 1 saw your Majesty enter the aresa clad in purple,
whick 1s the royal color.”

“ We shall not forget it,” answered King Tehoo; “and“we herowith
appoint you our Prime Minister. The design of your seal of offico shall bo
a serpent embracing an owl wi b the wotto ¢ Mumbo,’ which, I bolieve,
means fit and meet.™

Teheo was not ungratefal, bhut he rasia weo bit satirvieal.

There was onoe incidout of ‘tho revolution at Lotoli that I did not chobse
to look at. Tho sturving cannibals who had been forcod to witness Pip
dining were uncaged, and, aftor kissing the feet of their liberator, wore
allowed to eat their tormeuntor, Pip. Old Mumbo said this was poetie justice,
but 1 could not sco the poetical part of it inysolf.

Next morning the gallaot Tovkee was buried with great pomp, Teheo
himself Leing chief wourner,

“ Ho wrs a splondid fellow !” sighed -Hookeo, strutting home from the
fuveral with the mien of 2 hero; *“but he wanted discrotion, or he might
hav. lived to sev the glorious victory that \WE won I

{ To be continued ).

And boforoe tho soldiers had decided how to

THE LONDON
RUBBER STAMP CO.
217 Hollis Street, Halifax, N. S.

Manufacturer of Rubber Stamps for
Bauks, Railroads, and Offices.

83~ Stamps Cleaned, Altered and Repaired.
Ageats Wanted,

UNDERTAKER AND FUNERAL DIRECTOS,

JOHN SNOW,

(Sexton 3t Paul's’Church),
a6 Arvgyle Street, Halifax,

Place of Businessopenall night,  All orders pere
sonaliy attended 1o No connection with any other
undertaker.

“COSTIN,

Corner Duke & Water Sts.

HALIFAX, N. S,

Nova Scotia Steam Laundry,
No. 9 Blowers Street,
HALIFAX, N. S.

J OHN. A, .POND, - - - Proprietor.

Laundry Work of every description executed at
short notice. Gentlemens’ Uaderclothing Repalzed
Free of Charge.  lLace Curtalns arc carefully and
well Cleaned. Orders by Mail promptly attended

WM. BANNISTER
144 GRANVILLE ST.,
HALIFAY, N. S,

Importer and Dealer in Watches, Clocks,
Jewelery and Optical Goods.

A fine assortment of the latest Parisian and New
York Patterns of

Silver Knives and Forks, Napkin Rings, Card
Receivers, elc., ets, :

AN OFFER! AN OFFER/!!

The best designs of the famous WALTHAM
WATCHES, direct from the Manufatiory, at
Prices that defy compeddtion, :

Remember the Number—144 Granville Street.
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EDUCATION OF THE BLIND.

The Parents or Friends of Blind Children resid.
nz in Nova Scotia, New Brunswick or P, E,
Tsfand, will find full paniculars of the Hallfax
School for the Blind, in Bedcher’s, McMillans, and
Chaplin’s Almanacks.  The Superintendent of the
Institution is anxious to obtain Names, Ages, and
Post Office Address of all Rlind persons In the
Marltime Provinces, Clergymen and Yhysiclams
areina position to supply this Information, and
will confer a favour by so dolng.
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HIGH ( WINES,
BRANDIES,
CLASS f( SPIRITS, Erc.

Choice Selection of Port Wins.

. prpaerf GINGER ALE,
t ELFAST { LEMONADE.

Bass & 0Co’s Pale Ale.




