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OUR BOYS.

Any one travelling through our Maritime Provineces of Tuto yeas cannot
fail to notice tho small proportion of ndolescent youth resident thercin,
Both young men and young women leave the country about ns goon aa they
are ablo to think and sct for themeelves. Why is thist No one will ven-
ture to eay that these Provinees by tho sea cannot support their people. Qur
untriod rerources are cuormous, while thoso known and more or le-s deve.
loped are abundantly sufliciont to maintain ten times tho popuiation thut we
20w have,

It is an indisputable fact that nearly all our activo industiies aro to-doy
in the hands of foreigners. Our coal mines, our gold mines, our iron
depourits, our forests, aro mainly held by Americave, while our boys and girla
go to “the States” in tho hopo to * better their condition.”

Prctically speakinog, it is of little importance whother their hopes are or
are not realiscd. Our exodisus wny not bo altogethor domoralised and
unfitled for home life and home work when they come back. Nova Sco:
tians, of sall claseer, generally succeed in what they put their hands to; hwt
what we contund is, that the conscientious energy they display abroad would
be far Lotter devoted to the building up of their own country.

These aro facts which it hecomes our leaders of public opinion to recog-
nise and to act upon. OF courge tho spirit of unrest, and the deeive to ¢ gee
the world,” which are incidental to youtl, inlluctice many of our people to go
abroad. But thisonly moasurubly accounts for the movement that goes on
daily under our eyes.

The truth is, thet parcots and rolatives do not offer any inducements to
the young people to 1emain at home. ‘T'ho usual plan is to give the boys to
understand that, on the death of their father they will succeed him in th
possession of the family cstate  Meanwhilo, they are expected to work for
their living as nd hired mau is seked to do. It is nlways a tedious busine:s
to wait for dead men's shoes, und the boys and girls find tho truth of this
adage and act upon it. The patural spirit of independence urges themn o
strike out for themsclves, aud if they cannot get a chance at home, they are
resolved to seek it elsewhere.

8till, this slip-shod stylo is doing a scrious injury to the country. The
very life-blood and sinew is being sleadily dmived from it without any
return, Go where you will in Acadia, and you will find hundreds of acrea
of Jand that were onco under tillage now deaorted, and rapidly returning to
their primoval state. And this because no one is left to till the soil. It
is much the same in our cities and towns. Young men grow up, and when
the impulses of manhood and independence move them, they find that thoy
sre bound down so that they cannot make their individnal jmpression
oven their own social world. They feel as if they wero in some sort slives
to the accident of haviug pareuts. Only upon these parents * shufliing off
the mortal coil ” can theso children regard themsclves as free men and women
unlees they leave their liomes,

‘The only remedy that is apparent, is that paretts recognise this feeling in
their offspring, and give them on interest in theit business. Wo know of
ene Hants County farmer, for instance, who owna several hundreds of acres
of Jand, who has kopt all his boys at home. Iis process was a simple as
well as a seusible cne. As soon as his sons attained the ago of fifteen years
he presented them with a conditional deed to a piece of woodland. The con-
dition in each caee was, that ho should, in payment for his board and lodg-
ing, give & cortain amount of labor on thu home farn. On the other hand,
he was to improve his own lot, and receive all the proceeds therefrom until
he attained his majority, when the lot was to bo his own. This plan gave
the boys a personal intercst in their futher’s bueiness, and they have grown
up to be public-spirited and valuable citizous, able to claim their rights, and
also to sccord those of their neighbors. They have no inducement uor desire
to roam.

If fathers generally would treat their sons and daughters liberally, or
x:th,er generously, it would not be difficult to stop the exodus which wo all

eplore.
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THE TYRANNY OF COMBINES.

There exists in Montreal a Stonecutters’ Union, to which the entrance
fee for Caradian workmen is §5, the subscription 25 cents a month.
with benefits of 3 a week if disabled, = ftniui alivwiuce oI 20, and
a gremity 5f §yg 0 wmdows. So far good, but there is a clause which
compels sll foreigners to pay no less than 850 cntrance fee. In
decrecing this impost the Montreal Asscciation =acknowledges its
disgraceful subservience to the New York Union, which refuses to acknow-
ledge Montreal workmen going there unless the rates charged are
equalized. Discerning as we do in so many of these combinations the
greatest danger of the age, we are tempted to ask how long persons interested
only for themselves or the particular trade or clique to which they belong,
are 10 be allowed at their own crude and irresponsible wills to take action

damaging to the whole bedy politic?

The utterance of a Scotch stone-mason on the subject conveys a world
of meaning “I should have no objection” he says, ¢ 1o pay &5, but 850 is
a terrible dose.” No doubt it is a terrible dose and one of which it is a
sheer iniquity to enforce «he swallowing. ‘I knew,"” he continues, ** that
New York was doing this, because they sent notices all over Great Britain
that after six months they would put on that charge, but I did not know that
here in a British Coluny thesc was any such thing to encounfer.” No,
indeed, how could the poor fellow know that Montreal Unions were only
the ignominious‘vassals of New York combines? * Yes, I promised to pay.
What could I do?" What could he do but submit to the zbominable know
nothingoess of a narrow greed? There is litle excuse for this sort of
Boycott in Canada, The United Statcs, whose commercial notions run in
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this line, can of course do as they please, but Canada essentially requizes
building up in population by preciscly that highly respectable cliss of |ayy,
to which our Scotch friecnd belongs. Atc these narrow exclusives tg b,
alllowed to work their * wicked will” to the detriment of the whole Doy,
nion without let or hindrance, We say Nol Such arbitrary compulsion
requires legislative check.  Cannda has now arrived at that pitch when o)
such labor can casily be absorbed, more especially, as regards this particuly;
craft, in Montreal, which prides itself on its constantly increasing building
operations,  Louk at the effect.  **Some Scotchmen have been driven
off, Lam told."” * Aye, there were fiftcen of thew from Peter Lyall's job,
fortnight ago, four wore from another. They were told there wasa gong
job at St Jubin, nnd there they went rather than pay the &o0. ltisay
outrageous price I"

It was well no doubt that there was a good job at St. John.,  The Dom
nion did not luse an excellint class of citizens, but Quebec did,

We cannot 100 ofien or 100 strongly present to thinking men the grea
dan 1 the pge—-the rapidly extending tendency to the suppreswon of
individual frcedom and enterprise by associated cliques worked in the
narrowest spirit, 100 often Ly interested propagandists. N tyranny of the
absolutism of Czar or Kaizer is compatable, to the instinets of free-bom
cilizens, to that which we are cuning to groan under of all sorts of cliques
and combinations, Not by such methods have bzen built up those grea
mercantile industries which afford steady and remunerative accupation to s
many thousands of csumible mzchantcs and workmen of all 3.rts,
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NATIONAL ITATREDS.

Senator Stewart of the United States, who ssems to have at the botton
some blundering sott of instinct that international dishkes 9uglu to be pat
on one side, neutralizes his own aspirations (if w» are right in crediting hm
with them) by a persistent enumeration of what have been <edulously meul
cated for a hundred years in the American Schuols as the atrucitics and
delinquencies of Great Britain, and caps his climax by the inconceivable
stupidity and impertinence of assuming that Cana-11 is to b bought by s
sum to be paid for her to England !

A public man can adopt no more absolutely vicious role than that wf
raking up old historical grievances which the cuurse of centuries—even of
decades—has long ruled out of the statute of limitations. To day. when,
but for American aggressivencss and spread-cagleism, no feeling exists towards
America in Euglish or Canadian minds but what is thoroughly friendly and -
appreciative of the wonders of the Great Repub'ic, this cheap bat very
unwholesome and mischevious rant is more than ever out of place.

An unforgiving man is bad cnough, but a great nation which is unforgiv
ing of injuries which not only have long passed into the Jand of Nod, bu,
such as they are supposed to have bezn, have led directly to the unparalelled
greatness of the country which so carefully cherishes them, is a far mure
humiliating spectacle to all but such men as Stewart, Hoar, Frye and a few
other inveterate tail-twisters. .

The tendency to follow the baser rather than the nobler utterances of the
great men of a country is a curious trait of perversity in shallow minde
To such there is little appeal. The notoriety which is their xumaum bonun
comes to them most easily by pandering to the lowest instiuc's  But, if they
were capable of choosing the good and refusing the evil, we would recon:
mend to their study the following noble thought and language of the great
Rufus Choate, which i8 worthy of being enshrined in the hearts of a'l hizh
minded Americans.

“ National Hatred ” was the topic of one his orations. In it he said:
« No sir; we are above all this. Jet the Highland clansman, half-naked,
half-civilized, half-blinded by the peat smoke of his cavern, have the here-
ditary enemy and his hereditary enmity, and keep the ke en, deep and precious
hatred, set on fire of hell, alive if he canj; let the North Amerizwn Indin
have his and hand it dowr from father to son by heaven knows w. at symbols
of alligators and rmattlesntkes and warclubs smeared with ver.oilion and
entwined with acarlet; Jet such a country as Poland, cloven to the zanb,
the armag teel an the ragdiant frchead, ner body dead, her soul incapableto
aie—lct her remember the wrongs of days long past ; let the lost and
wandering tribes of Israel remember theirs—the manliness and the sympathy
of the world may allow or pardon this to them ; but shall America, young,
free and prosperous, just seiting out on the highway of Heaven, decorating
and cheering the clevated sphere she just begins to move in, glittering like
the morning star, full of life and joy—shall she be supposed to be polluting
and corroding her noble and happy heart by moping over old stories of
stamp act, and tea tax, and the firng of the Leopard on the Chesapeake in
the time of peace? )

No, sir; no, sir; a thousand times no! We are born to happer
feclings. We look on England as we look on France. We look on them
from our new world, not unrenowaed, yct a new world still ; and the blood
mounts to our checks, our eyes swim, our voice is atifled with the concious-
ness of 50 much glory ; their trophies will not let us sleep, but there 1s 1
hatred at all—no hatred ; all for honor, nothing for hate. We have, we can
have no barbarian memory of wrongs for which brave men have made the
Iast cxpiation to the brave.” .
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Bananas are spoken of, with justice, as an excellent summer food, bat the
complaint is made with equal justice that despite the enormous production,
the retail price puts them largely out of the reach of those who might &
steady consumers,




