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hor ¢ffectivo sirougth every way by arming
her hoavy morchant steam fleot with guns
of & calibre that would make & good many
of tho cruiscrs of other countries lkoep at
adistance. Wa do nolthink the * Battle of
Dorking" is imminent,but blundering diplo- |
maoy,whick 4os beeun o charactoristio featuro
of the late administration,muy malke it pos-
sible. Ourcontemporary Broad drroweays:

*Wo all remoembor the thrilling episodo
in the ‘‘Battle of Dorking,’ in which the
British {leet is depicted as being destroyed
by Qerman vessels of marvellous construc-
tion, which bad beon secretly prepared in
tho dockyards of tho Baltic,  Tho firat step
has boen taken towards the preparation of
theso terrible engines, inasmuch ns Prussi
hg! actunlly achieved the task of Luilding
ah ironclnd entirely without assistance. It
is true that this wonderful ship isonly of
about the fourth rat:, but asthe famous
battlo which is to shatter Englind’s power
for ever, is to be necessarily preceded by
the building and equipment of amuch more
powarful fleet than ibat which wo now pos-
sess—which may Lo essumed to be about
twenty times as sirong as that of Prussia—
it must be allowed that the prugress made
by Germauny is not very rapid iv her assumed
design of extinguishing Great Britain. Per
haps by the timo Bismarck is ready with
his fleet wo may be resdy with our army !

A few more * beroio” achievements of the
stylo that permitted the abrogation of tho
treaty of Paris, by having it torn in picces
and flang in the faces of the English Minis-
try, with a Treaty of \Washington and a
Qeneva Arbitration or two, will prepare the
way for the * thrilling episode” which the
paragraph alludes to, while the abstraction ot
English statesmen from meddling in Euro~
pean affairs and allowing the country to
abdicate its proper place in the Council of
Natiops will bo the readiest way to realizo
the dream of Pesimiam.

His Rovar LieuNrss THE COMMANDERIN-
Cnier of tho British Army has always main-
{ained the reputation of being a particularly
cool hard headed practical man, who tho-
roughly understood his business, and wbes ,
anflinching honesty, 88 well as patricusm,
wans the great burrierto Mr. (now Lord)
CARDWELL'S keroic cfforts to destroy eventho
vestiges of the British Army. It would Lo
far more reasonable to suppose thatin every
casp affecting its interests hisopinion sliould
bo the guide and rule by which fmprovements
ought to have been made, but it 1 rvident
from the tenor of ins addrosses thut every
poraible panscea was adopted to meet con-
tingencies which be thoroughly foresaw and
understood.

On the question o! a supply of recruits
for the Army he has pointed out n the fol-
lowing speech tho proper and only method

gontlemen.  Mr., Deputy 3 'Dougnll, ss,
mnster, presideds During the progress of
the banquet the band of tho Qrenadier
Gunrds played o selzction of music.
“Tho loyal and military toasts having
been given, !
“Ilis Royal Uighness tho Duko of Cam-,
bridge was cordially graeted in rising to
roply for the army and auxiliary forces. He
said ; I am much {lattered with the recoption
ou havo given tho toast Lhis cvenivg, and
{)y tho manuer in which my namo has been
connucted with it. It is not tho first timo.
that I bavo exporienced the hospitality of
this compxony. Un two occasions Lhave been
horo on businesa—business, I may say, con
neected with the immedinto inlerests with|
which thiscompany was originally nssociated,
‘The company has done us the honour to
tako an luterest especially in the proceed-
ings of the army. It bas given n prize fur
purposes that [ conceivo to be of grent ad-
vantage and value, It has been very libaral
in what it has done, and last year and this
tho mastcrs have requested me to come
amonygst them 1o seo tho result of theic
action. I was delighted to do so, and wos
received with that cordiality which I was
suro would bo oxiended towards me. I
regrot that the results of the compauy's
generosity have not been so far quito satis-
factory, that the models produced here did
not come up to your requirements—thatis
no fauit of the company; on the contrary,
i% has been caused by the judgment shown
“y the suthorities in selecting that which
was 80 good that it was difficult to find any-
thing better.  You havo the best mode} of
a saddle for tho army. One better cannot
be produced, and tho prize was therefore
aot given. This is complimentary to the
Service. Iam glad to be able to point this
out. 1 hope it will show tbat * we authori
ties” —who are constantly told that we do
not know our duty-—s<_ fairly alive to the
interest of the profescion. I do not spesk
so myself, but those of the Board of Ad-
miralty Isoe here to-night will endoras what
I sny—tbat wo nre told, on the one hand,
that we aro most ignorant, and on thoe other
that we are most incompetent. Butfam
not sure lhat we have not our common
sense about us, Ilowaver, I am pleased
there is to be another compotition for aprize
for the manufacture of a saddle, and that on
this occasion the award will be competed
for by saddlersergeants of the army. I
thank tho company for the great interest
they have taken in this matter. Thefactis,
wo live in times when everybody thinks he
bas a panacea for everything—over, .uven-
tor has his hobby, and lhe rides it to death.
And it wos thoupht the authorities should
bo moved by tho same spirit. I think they
dv try to keep pace as well as thoy can with
the movements of the age. I don’t know
what would happen if they were {o run riot,
as somo thought they might, in all direc-
tions, All were disposed to find fult, but
they do not care to pay for public purposes
if they can avoid it. [he authoities, whilo
they recognise the spirit of the age, do not
forget that the public purse was not to be
put out of consideration, Now we can
manufacturo almost anythiog; but there is
ono thing that o cannot manufacture, And

to overcome thedifficulties surroundiog that
problem for which hos botter entitled to |
the gold medal of the Koyal United Service |
Institation than Captain Houe:

. %Qn Tuesday evening the Master and
Wsrdens of the Saddlers” Company, enter~
tainéd, at a banquet at their hall, in Cheap
side, a distinguished party of noblemen and

| §ive mon plenty of cmployment. Iam very

that is—men. You are go well off that you

happy that it is so, for it is that which makes
this country rich and prosperous. But I
must oonfess that you should not hang
back in paying for that articlé which makes
you great and powerful, and that article is
man, That is what is required for the Ser-
vices—whother for the army or navy; and

unless you got good men neithar Service

can be properly constituted. Now, the
question of getling men is a question of
monoy.  Men cannot be encouraged unless
you ohoose to pay for them. 1If your wages
aro good, men will ramain in the labour
market,and not como to us. The moro this Is
understood the easier will bo the solving of
that prolLlom swhich scems to maby 90 inex-
plicable.  The question really is whether
that money I bavo slluded to would be well
spent on men for the Nervice. 1 think it
would. Isit for purposes of war that Lask
it? No; for purposes of peaco, How, you
will ask.  Well, 1 look on this groat country
as 8o powerful that 1t ought 10 hinve great
weight in reference to the events, the poli-
ticg, of the world,  Moral power is nothing
without plysical power, If you have physi.
cal power you have moral power. You are
making the very best possible iavestmont
Ly putting yoursell in a position to carry
waightin tho councils of tho world. I firmly
believo that thore 18 nothing more likkely to
conduce to the possibility of peace—I say
possibility, because wo live in singular times
—than 1t bewg known that England's power
could be thrown on one side or other in the
ovent of an emergenoy arising, If you
spend your money in the way 1 have indi-
cuted, you uphold the greatness and power
of the countiy, while at the same ttmo you
contribute to the peacefulnoss of the em

pice. I hope that theso opinions will not
only be felt by me, but that they will bo
sharedin by every Englishman. After o
fow moro observations, in which his royal
bighness advorted {o the Volunteor force,
ho resumed his seat amidst the warm plau

dits of the company.

“ For thenavy, Admiral Sir U, Codrington
replied.”

The lesson thus conveyed is worthy of
serious study—not only in England, but
here—we under-pay our recruiis, our volan.
teers, and every man connected with our
military force, and at once a cry is raised,
weo must improve tho Militia Organisation—
we must fall back on compulsion, For what?
Because our neighbour will not give us his
time for nothiong aud endanger his life inthe
bargaiu, The Duse or CAusrIngs,ss 8 fon-
sibip business man, says, pay for your men
and you will have them—and we say 8o too.

“ Gexerat Neouaxry, Inspecting General
of the Prussian Engineors, has recantly
published somo observations on themodern
system— first developed by the Gormans—
of fortifying large places by distant lines of
detached works. Ilis criticisms, says the
Pall Mall Gazetle, ave in the form of a letter
addressed to Baron ‘Lroschke, who is bring®
ing outa work introductory to the study of
military history, and, with a viewof getting
his advice as to the engineering questions,
has gent proof shieets to General Neumann,
Tholettor takes the occasion to emphatically
warn his comrades throughout the army
against the vital defect he conceives to lie
at the root of the present fashionable use of
delached works by military engineors. It
is true, he says, that the additional ground
gained by pushing these forward from the
placo throws tho limits of protection under
the formor system into insiganificance. Bug
there is this inherent objection to that view:
itis impossiblo to concentrate in one de-
tached fort anything like the defensive
means that may be collected in a large for.
tress, lt1s only necessary for the enemy to
appreciate this truth thoroughly, and lay
vigorous siego to a singloe one of the detach: .



