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had tho forces of Russia,  Like the genius
who sot out to convart nnother to his viows
and eamo back converted himself, so the
Now York Herald, which has been trying
to make Canadians believe in annexation to
the United States, inay have got somo con-
victions on the superior ndvantnges of tho
annoxation of the United States to the Dom:-
inion of Cannda. ‘There is no doubt wo
would all be giad to welcomo back n long-
estranged brother to the family circle. The
Dominion would extend him heravms iu a
loving embrace.  Porhaps tho Herald will
ponder this.— IFilness.
RS AR

‘Tne following extract from n Canadian
Jourunl is recommended to the careful con-
sidoration of the London Times,the disciples
of tho Manchester.School,.the Whig radicals
and tho people of England, aud when the
shunderer next takes up the roll of confiden-
tial political adviser of Canada, it would be
Just as well to remember that her people aie
better judges of what is ged for themselves
and for the people of Great Biitain, than the
sages of Printing 1fouse Squre.

«Pew of Canadians even reahize the great-
ness of our Dominienas a maritime power,
and it astonishes also those generally well
informed to read such statist’es ne the follow
ing from that groat authority the London
Times, inwhich it is stated that tho tonnoge
of the United States' vessels antering ports
of Great Biitain and Trland during the yeur
was 381,512, while the tonnnge o the snme
nationality outwards was 463,047 ~total,846,-
539 tons. ‘The tonnage mwards of vessels
from British North Americais in tho same
paragraph given at 1,200,753, Tho tonnage
outwards is notstated, but wo mny safely
place it at thesame figure as the tonnage in-
wards, and thus wehave n tol_ul tonnage of
British North American shipping 012,591,566
or, in otber words, the Canadian was nearly
three times greater thap the Ameiiean
tonnage. ) .

Three years ago Canada was the third
marilime power of the voyld, being oxceed.
ol only by great Great Britain aud the
United States, the latter power being ahead
500,000 tons. The Cunadinns have thus
progressed rapidly while tho I'nited States,
have rather retrograded, Cunwda has gained
s0 rapidly that she will scon rank second
only to the grand old mother land. Although
but a young nation she outstrips the mari-
timo nations of Lurope, such as France,
Germany, Spain, Italy and Uolland, If for
nothing more than our maritime strength,
our connexion'with Biitain should be highly
valued at home, ns our 90,000 havdy seamen
would form a wall of defence not casily
oyercome by England’s foes.”

MitiTary organisers are subject to the de-
lusions of all speculative philosophers, and
frequently mistake theoretical deduclions
drawn from premises as illusive asthe base-
fess fabric of n *f vision,” for axioms about
the application of which practically, theve
can be no manner of question. Piominent
amongst  those crazes i3 that of mount:
ed rifleanen, a forea held (o e peculiarly
applicable to the altered  conditions
of médern wavfare—and hke the Prussinn
examples, about which militay men ag well
48 qjhieys appears tg have gone mad; the
example ang pregadent cited is thie jate con
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1 s6 devoid of natural obstacles as to make

test in tho Uniled States, n war, by tho way, |
waged under specially exceptional circum-
stances, s fav-as the contending parlies was
.concerned, ind in no novelty moro slriking}
than tho organisation of the forco known ns !
movnfed infuntry, from which tho ilen ol
mounted rifleimen has Leen dérived  UOne’
of our gallant correspondents ¢ Rogal Pra-'
goon,” inn late communication, in which he’
has disposed of some extraordinwy theovies
respecting cavalry, deparibes the nondes
eript force organized by the Federal Avmy,
ns being # orgainzed solely for the purposes
of rotredting,” and we are of opinion that'
any man who could understund the peeu'iar |
functions of cavalr: soldiers would st once
decido that without his good steed, the dra-
goon, uhlan, hussar, or light horsemn wag
in a great measure uscless

We are not aware that tho cavaliy fuice
in modern days was even expect ' ta be
brought under the fire of the unsusken in
fantry areay. Up to the introduction of
bacech-lvading rifles, their business was to
charge broken infantry, to complete a vic
tory by dispersing a reticating foe, 1o cut
off supplies, provilde iutelligence, and do
other connecting dutivs for which they are
yet as available as ever, with this difference
that they cannot now be openly pushed as
near the liostile line as in former days, and.
consequently it will be all the more neces-
sary when they are enabled to act, to have
their horses capable of advancing at charg
ing speed, which is n feat that could not be

_performed by mounted riflemen. It mast
beo remembered that during the civil war in
the States, dreech loaders were not used, nor
was the rahge of weapons anything like that
in the hands of good troops at the present
day.

Iroud Arrow of Sth inst. contains the fol
lowing paragraph which throwsa flood of
light on the wear and tear of animal po-
wer on the occaeion which furnishes the sole
precedent on which the idea of such an
anoinaly is based,and it has not one feature
to recommend it, the proposition for * low
backed cars '’ would be a decided improve
ment, ridiculous as it iz, and, although it
might not be “inevitable " in every Lurop:
ean campaign to compel the substitute for
a cavalry force (o go *“ straight across coun
try,” there is no other tervitory in the world

those vehicles a possibility. Would it not
be an improvement in those days of &ren- |
clads to q.mke each car bullet proof, ana put
breast plates as well as head pieces on the
hrrses. The wheels could Le armed with
soythes and to make all comfortable there

should be in each car ¢ ufeather bed l‘or'
every man,”’ bat the extract is as follows:

¢ Apropos of the employment of Mounted
Riflmen, a correspondent calls our atlention
to an objection whish le thinks is very gen
erally overlooked. to wit, theenormous wear
and toar of horses thusinvolved, In thore

ports of the Quaytermastor General's Dapart. ‘

| Mauwcu 4, 1873,

ment of the Uniled States Army, it is a3
serted that in nctive field operations of iho
kiud referred to, it was found neccessary to
remount every oflicer and man once in jfour
months, In the Army of the Potomno nlone,
in tho year 1363, tho mnumber of cavalry
horses placed kors de combat was 35,078 or
24 horses killad or ruined for every mounted
mun of the force within a spaco of lwelvo
monlhs. Ourcorrespondent does noldisFulc
tho value of a corps of Mounted Xifla-

men uunder certnin circumstances; but
ho observes that  tho presenco ol
tho horses under fio I8 objectionnblle;

the real object of mounting hodies of rilla,
wien is toinereaso their mobility outof range
Ite nsks whether it would not be possible,in
the wajority of cases, 10 secure the requsie
mobility by employing light, strongly buill
» outside cars.” well horsed, and well-driven
each careying from six to ten infanlrymen
in light maiching order.  As tho men tould
spring off the cais in ease of need, the mo
bility nttained would probably =~ be, un
der ordinary circumstances, as greal as that
of Llussars carrying rifleinen on their croups
if not, indeed, of a corps of Mounted Il
men proper.  The diflicully of managing the
riderless horses during o skiimish, and
much of the wearand tear wbove alluded to
would be avoided. A few extra feeds for
the horses nnd some suitable pioncer tools,
and a supply of gun cotton in disvs, with
fuzes &o,, might tlso Lo carried in the cms
much more readily than in tho saddles,
DPresumably these cars could cover as many
mtles m u duy, on a road, ns tho light de-
livery vans used Ly tiadesmen, and in cnse
of need, with alight load ; and for shorter
distancos, thoy might be driven with the ra.
pidity of a London five-engine. lu going
straight across coantry. they would ba utsm
immense disadvantago, Lut woulld this bo su
olten incvitabla in Europeun cammprigning?
RS SR S

Wi have to thank Captain G. AL Rukes,
Srd West York Light Infantry, Belsize Park,
Hampstead, London, for a copy of the Army
List of 8th Febraaiy, containing ‘the first
Gazette of the Canadian Volunleer Force,
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We have to acknowledge the recei; t of
No. LXIX Vol XVI of the Journal of the
Royal Uniled Service Institulion. It contains
tho following articles :—

Un Coast Fog Signals.

Firing at  Armor cluls
System.

Practical Nautieal Sulveying.

‘Mhe Breeding of Horses for Military Pur.
poses.

Wiite's Porte-XKnapsack,

Read and Nickell's Patent Day unl Night
el Signal for Preventing Collision
at Sea.

till s Boat lowering and Self-detaching
Apparatus.

Parker Rhodes Military Bot

On Infimtiy Tacties, .

‘I'ie Cultivation of Scientiticlinowledge by
Regimental Officers of the British
Army.

Tho Autump Muanwuvres of the Prus-ian
Guard Corps in September, 1872,

A Biief Ske:ich of the System ol Otheering
tho Prussian Army.

T'hose articles are by distinguisheil ofticets
of the British Army snud Navy, thaton Prac
ugil Nautioal Surveying by Staff Command
er Thos, A. Hull, R.N., is a paricululy val
uable paper, not only te offiaets of theNava|
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