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OTTAWA, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1872,

LiEuT.~CoLONEL WAINEWRIGHT GRIFFITHS, At
presont on & tour through British Colum
bia, has kindly consented to act ns the
Agent for the Vorunteer Revikw in that
Province,

To Cornespoxpexts.—Letters addressed {o
either the Edilor or Publisher, £s well as
Communications intended for publication,
must, invariably, be pre-paid, Correspon
dents will also bear in mind that one end
of tho envelope should be loft open, and
in the corner the words * Printer's copy '
written, and o two or five cent stamp (ac-
cording to the weight of the communica-
tion) placed thereon will pay the postage.
Tug principle of competitive examinations

as spplied to candidates for all civil employ-

ments is no doubt correct, provided it is not
abused or pushed to absurdity.

All countries where it has been tried us
the solo test, concur in furnishing evidence
to the effect that it is no remedy for any of
the mischiefs alleged to exist in selection by
merit or through patronage.

In England the boast of the Whig Radicals
and their admirers is that it has thrown open
the public offices to tho people, and the ne
plus ultra of democratic perfection has been
the consequentes a8 far as the departments
are concerned,

HE VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

| Novsupsn 11, 1872,

Howover, tho shiold has another sido:
Every ono has heard of Mr, Ayrroy, and the
amenities with which his offico of First Com
missioner of Public Worlks is administered —
a good specimen of the genuine democrat
no doubt--but Blackicood for Ocldber, at
page 482, says the following is & snmple of
the manner in which the compstitive exam-
inntions are managed,under the Government
of which he is & shining light, and tho Com.
missioncrs of which lie is the chicf.

“ An assistant it scoms was wanted for the
Curator at Kew, and the trensury having
consented to allow the expenso of such an
offica the Civil Service Commissioners wero

2 [ desired {o ascertain by competitive examin-

ation the candidate best fitted for the ap-
ointment and to report accordingly. The
ommissioners named the successful candi.
date and he was appointed. When he en-

- tered upon his duties it was discovered, and

he himself admitted, that he did no? possess
one single qualification for his office,”

As a knowledge of Botany theoretical and
practical was all that could be required, it
should be no hard matter to find a person
able to fili such an office; it appears, how-
ever, that it was all ¢keory and no »ractice.

Not only, however, is the Civil Seryice of
Great DBritasin handed over to the merey of
Commissioners, her Army and Navy is also
made accesaible to ripe scholars like the
Asgistant Curator; in fuct it would appear
that the English press hus writien the people
into the belief that all knowledge can be
acquired at school, and there is no need
whatever for the laborious and painful ac-
quisition of practical application which our
forefathers esteemed beyond all mere theory.

Putting asido the too familiar pen and ink
portraic of the military oflicer of the period,
with his camp stool, spectacles and map,
seated in a ditch or gravel pit, while his in-
telligent soldiers were fighting like Indians
uader cover ; we have the no less atrange
picture of what it is supposed the seaman of
the period ought to be.

Colburn’'s Magdzine, writing of English
naval artillery education, says:~—

“Except in the matter of gun-carriages,
naval gunners have added little to artillery
science, If they would do as much in other
branches of the science as they have done in
this, they would place the nation under deep
obligations to their schools of gunnery, But
a low standard of cducation, and a bad cur.
riculum of scientific study, keep the naval
shools of gunnery far in arrear of the corres-
ponding instifutiors in the army for Royal
Engineers and for the Royal Artiilery. Mus-
cular training is put for mental cultivation,
physical activity {or intellectual attainments,
and the result is that naval artillery officers,
though capital operative 1aborers, have little
notion of scientilic acquirements. Many
specially seamanhke questions connected
with the use o! heavy ordanance at sea call
for solution—new practical methods of range
linding under various counditions; a proper
mode of sighting guns for aiming in motion;
the effect ot deck curvature upon the sights;
easy modes of distinguishing the most vul.
nerable portions of hostile ships; the best
modes of manceuvring 80 as to expose the
broadside at an impenetrable angte while
hitting thé enciny ab right engleey syatems

for_combining the rffactive employmeat,
under difforent oondilions, of the three great
nautical woapons—the gun, the torpedo, and
the ram, in tho same ship; taotics for ships
with weak defensive, but strong offensive
powers to employ against ships with opposite
qualities; and generally, the whole area of
subjeots h}ce)y to be Included in future naval
battles, lies untouched, unstudied and un-
taught. These and such like intellectual
problems are tho proper subjects of study
and of instruction for the future admirals
captains and commanders of our fleot, and
not mero physical drudgery, in dragging
guns about from one point of bearing to an.
other. In the eduocation of its gunnery offi-
cers the navy might most usefully leam o
lesson from the Military Staff College and
from Chatham and Woolwich."”

Like Mrs. Graponixp they should know all
the ‘*ologies.”

Young Gentlemen don't tempt the briney
now till they are turncd seventeen, they aro
trained in a staff colloge on shore, would
make passable marines, horse or foot as the
case might be, but as for a practical know-
ledge of seamanship they know as much
about it as the Assistant Curator did of tho
duties of his offico.

The old practice was to put a boy on ship-
board before he had attained his twelfth
year—his nautical education was caved for
by the ship's schoolmaster—tho practice of
hir profession was taught him step by step
by able seamen, warrant officers and the offi-
cers of the ship—bhe could go aloft in a gale
of wind— use a marlin spike or sail needlo
without kid gloves—train & gun to hit at
least five times out of every six at a oables
length and hend bis division of boarders if
neccessary, and at seventeen would be an ac
complished scaman if he was worth bLis salt.
In fact the whole practice of his profession
had become a portion of his every day life,
and it was o {hose men England owes her
safety as well as the position she holds in
the comity of nations,

Theoretical and scientific knowledge is
absolutely necessary, but without practice it
is useless; and the folly of requiring men
whose whole lives must be passed in practi-
cal application to waste the period in which
they could best acquire the habits fitting
them for the discharge of their dulies in
mere study, is bearing its fruits by depriving
the country of trained seamen and putting
in their stead a class of theorists who can

neither take a vessel into nor out of port.
e e ————————

Frox the lime the first idea of the "Nuvy
of the Future,” as it was rather pompously
called, took practical shape in the construc.
tion of the ill-fated Caplain, we have not
failed to point out how thoroughly false the
theory on which it was based lias been.

‘Tho notion that a vessel without sufficient
buoyancy to rise to a sea without sufficient
free board to prevent that sea washing her
decks from stem lo stern and submerging
her several feet deep, with her centre of
gravity placed at such a heiglht as to mako
her roll through an angle of 22 to 40 dogrecs,

her motive power dependant solely or cow



