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IIILITARY AN! NAVAL GAZETTE.

IJinbribecl, utibouglit, our moerds wu drav,
Tô guard tae Monarcl,, fonce thé Law.',

U17l'WA, MONDAY, NOVEMBEF. 1l, 1872.

LiEUT'.-COLO';EL IVAÎI<aWItrOUT GtRIpFtIEs. nt
pt-osent an a tour thraugis Britisli Celuin
bia, bas kindîy consontati te nct ns te
Agent for the VOLUXÇTnuI ]laVsRin1 tai
Province,

Te Cnsenav.Ltc addrassed te
either thé Editor or Publisher, te vacil as
Comnuicationss intendeti for publication,
nmuet, invariahly, ho pre-pa id. Cerrespon
dents %viii aise bea in mind blît cite end
ofth Lienvolopa should hé loft open. and
in thé cerner the wards IlPrinter's aopy"I
ivritten, andi a two, or five cent stnp (no.
cerding toi tLe weight cf the cemmsunica-
tion) placeti thoreon wilh pay the postage.

'lrus principia cf compelitive examinations
as applied to, candidates fer aIl civil emplay-
moante la no doubt carrect, providet i t is net
ahused or pushed to, absurdity.

Ah' countrias where it bas bean triad lis
the sole test, concur in furnishing ovîdance
te thé affect Vtat b l no remedy fer any of~
the inisciefs allogeti te exist in salectian by
mûrit or thrangh patronage.

in Engloui te boast cf the Whig Radicale
andi thair admirera is thet ut lias Lisrewn open
the public offices te the people, and thse tic
pin bul tra of amocratio perfection lins heen
tha conscquertbes as far as thé depairtaents
are cencersirn

Ilowvar, the shlid lias anotiior aide:
Every ana fins boaerd of Mr. AYRToi;, and the
nincuitias witii viicii bis offlco of Firat Coin
missiculer or Publia Worica leandministrcd-
n gond r-pecinian of (lia genuino democrat
nie uioibt- -but Blackicoo2 for Octôber, nt
page 4821, Baya the follawing la a samnple cf
the inniiier ln which te compotitivo exain.
ilations are mnated.under the Government
of %Yhiclî ho la a ahining light, and tliea Coin-
nissioncrs of whici lie ia the oldof.

IlAn assistant it scama was wnnted for the
Curator et Xew, and the trensury having
consented te shlow tis expense or sucli an
office the Civil Service Coniîlasioners %iere
dealred ta ascertnin by conipetitive examin-
ation the candidate hast tittedl for the ap-
pointinen& and Io report. accardingly. The
Comisusioners naniod the succesarul candi-

date and he was appointed. lVhen hae an-
tered upon bis dulies it was discovered, and
ho himseif admittod, that ho did not possss
one jingle qualcation, for hie office,"1

As a knowledge or I3otany thacretical and
practical was Ail that oouId be required, it
chould his no bard matter te flnd a persan
aibla to liii auoh an office; it appéars, bava-
lever, that it was ail theory and no 7Pactice.

Not only, however, i. the Civil Seryice cf
Great liritain bended over ta, the mercy of
Camniissioners, ber Army and Navy la alie,
made accessible te ripe saholars likes the
Assistant Curator; ini fact iL would appear
that the Engish press bats written thé people
inta the htlief that aIl knowledge cati ho
acquired at school, and there la no need
whatever for the Iahariaus and painfül ac.
quisition cf practical application which aur
forefathers esteemed beyond AUl mare theory.

Putting esido t.he tee fanulliar part and ink
portriît cf the miitary offioar cf the period,
Witît bis camp stool, spectacles and map,
ýeated lit a ditch or gravai pit, whlue bisa1
teiligent soldiers were fighting like Indians
undcr caver ; we have the no les atrange
picture of ivhat it is supposed the seaman af
the period ought ta be.

Collnîrit's Magqzieý, writing cf Engliali
uaval artillery education, »&y@:

,'lnXcept in the mattcr of gun.carriagea,
naval gunners bave added little ta srtillery
science. If tbey would do as muahin u ller
branches of tbo science as tbel bave done in
this, they wouid place the nation under deep
obligations to tbeir schoola cf gunnery. But
a low standard cf education, and a bad cite
riculuin cf solentiflai study, keep the naval
shools of gunneryF far in arrear oÏ the corres-
pond ing inslfutiors in th army for Royal
Engineers and for the Roya Artillery. Mus-

cular trining la put for mental cultivatian,
physical activity t-r intellectuel attainments,
and te resuit is ihat naval artillery offloara,
tboub'h capital operatîve laborers, bave little
notion of scîcutille acquirements. Many
specially seamai.îlko questions connected
witb, the use o! hoavy ordnance At Boa call
for solutian-neçw practical mathods cf range
linding under variaus cnditions; a proper
mode cf siglating guns for aiming in motion;i
the effect aI doeck curvature upon the siglits ;
etsy mtodes of distinguishing the mont yul.
nerable poitions cf hostile slips; the hast
tnOCICJ o ci anouvring no a t'O expcaeé the
broadoidu at ntu impunetrable angle while
itting deh vlicmly altight angles;1 systtma

iNovuuBiia 11, 1872.

fer combining the nffectije empiayment,
under ditrorent conditions, or the three great
nautical woapons-the gun, the torpedo, atnt
the rani. ln thé saine abip; teatica for ships
vaill weak defensive, but strong oflensiva
potrers te enploy against ships vaîbli opposite
qualities. and generaily, the vahalearea of
subjeats likeiy te ho Included in future naval
batlies, lies untouched, unstudied andi un-
tsigbt. Muis and suchli k. Intelhectual
problemas are the proper aubjeots cf study
andi ai instruction for lte future admirAis
captains andi conîrnanders or aur fleot, nnâ
naL noe physical drudgery, in drsgging
guns about froin ana point cf hearing ta, on-
thler. In thé editoation of its gunnery offl-
cors thé navy might most usefully iearn a
leison frein thé Mliiitary Staff College andi
frein Chathamn andi lVolwich."1

Liko Mrs. GiADoÂuaND they slîould lcnov al
thé "ooie11

Y'oung Genlemen dan't tempt the l>riney
nova tili they are turncd seventeen, they eire
traineti ln a staff' collbeoan shore, svouli
make passable marines, harse faot as thte
casa might ha, but as for a practical know.v
lecige cf sanannbip théy kàow as muait
about it as the Assistent Curator diti or the
duties of bis offic.

Thé aid practico was ta put a boy on ship-
board hefore ho hati attaincti bis tweifth
year-his nautiesil eduatian was careti for
by thé sblp's schoolmastr-tbo practice of
bir profession was taught hum stop by stop
by ahle sanin, warrant officers andi tho% affi-
cers ai the ship-be cou id go aioft in a gale
cf winti- use a marlin spiko or sal neetile
witîtout kidi gloves-train a gun ta, bit nt
leas fivo times out of evary six nt a oables
langîli andi liettd bis division c f hoarders if
nccessaty, andi at seventeen would hoe an nec
cenipliahoti scaman if ho was worth Lis sait.
In fact the whlole prac Lice of bis profession
bati became a portion of bis every day lire,
and it was te those mocn England oves ber
satety as weil as thé position slle holda liu
the comity cf nations.

Theoretical and scientific knowicdge in
absolutoly necessary, but without practice it
la uselasa; and the folly cf requiring miea
vabose vahole lives muet ho passati in pracli.
cal application te waste thé period in vahich
they could hast acquire thé habits fltting
tissa for thé discbarge or their duties in
more study, is hearing its fruits hy depriving
the country cf trained seamen and putting
ln their stad a ass of theorists vabe caz
neithar tika a vessél int nue out cf part.

FacEu the Lime the lirat idea cf thé "'Navy
cf the Future," as it vas rather pcnspousiy
calied, teck practical shinpe ln thse construc.
tion cf lise ili.fated Caplai, vo have net
faileti ta point out hava tlioroughly faise tis«e
theory an whîiîl it was baseti lis been.

Thse notion ih:ît il vessel without sufficient
bucyancy ta riye tea nlsaa without sufficiett
free hoard le pravent Ibat sa wasbfng ber
decks fret» sten Ia stern andi suhmerging
lier several feet daep, %viîlî lier centre or
gravity placeti et sucs a lieiglit as te mnac
ber rall thsrougli an angle of9n. te 40 dogrece,
lier motIve rewer cetcnut .9niefy or. <'en'


