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CORRESPONDENCE.

{ The Editor daes not hold himsclf responsible for
tndividual cxpressions of opinton {n communi.
catfons addressed Lo the VOLUNTEER REVIEW.)

b the Editor of the VoLt NTRER REVIEW,

Doubtless the world would be a dull place
to live in wwere thero no such thing as diver-
sity of opinion ; nevertheless, I cannot but
regrot, that as Editor of a Journal which as
sumes to ropresont theideas and sentiments
of tho Active Militia, you should on this
question of the Draft take up a position
which, I will vonture to say. is dissonant with
the views thereon of nincteen twenticths of
the officers of that force, who can lay claim
to any lengthsaed expeorience.

Your editurial remarks, however, on my
letter of thr, 29th ult., show that the position
isa very veak ono; so much so, that T trust
cre long to sco you abandon it as utterly in
defensible.

I can hardly think you serious when you
declare yourself op., .sed to the Ballot *be
cause it would force into tho ranks the man
incapable of acquiring the habits or discip-
lino of a soldier, the coward, &c.*' I bave
lived pretly much all my life in Canada, but
if there is a class of vur jouug wen such as
you speak of, I have as yet failed to recog-
nize it. An individual dull and stupid, and
with no great stomach for fighting, may, no
doubt, be found here and there. Iknow we
occasionally mect them in the present force,
as thoy will alwways be found in any and every
force. But 1 deny emphatically, thatin the
Dominion, any such class exists, sufficiently
large to form the ground of an argument
against putting the Ballot in force. To think
otherwise would boe a reflection, and a very
serious one, on the manhood of our budding
nationality. Thless we are more stugid and
cowardly than other people, your otjection,
if an argument against the draft in Canad.,
might have equal weight in everyother coun
try. The Prussian authorities, however, do
not appear to have ever recognized the forco
of it,

Pardon me, if I do not consider you moro
happy in the objection which you attempt to
illustrato by the case of Herr Krupp. If the
Ballot i3 put in force, it is wrong to stato that
ceery manmusiseree. Every man of acertain
ago would be liall to serve, just as under
the old Militia system every such man was
liablo to serve in case of emergency. With
the Ballot enforced, not every man, buta
very small per-centage of tho men of tho
country would have to serve in order to keep
on {oot a force of 40,000, morc or less, pro-
bably some two per cent of tue male popula-
tion would give tho necessary quota. Nor
need any Canadian Krupp dread getting into
trouble through tho Ballot. Thero could be
no well grounded objection to nilowing hiz
to provide a fit and proper substitute, (in-
deed, you appear to have losl sight of the
fact that the Militia Act of 1868, has already
mado amplo provision for this contingeney,)
if bis usual avocations were of sufficient

magnitude to jugtify him in doing so—or if
{hought more desirable, ho might be exempt
on tho payment of a suitabie fine into the
public exchequer. But though few men,
whoso timo was of great value, would, if once
Balloted, object to being obliged to furnish a
proper substitute, or pay & certain sum in
money. I fear that a great many, so many
indeed that their name is legion, would ob
Jject, and object very strongly indeed, to hay
ing a poll tax placed on their property, be-
cause they were unwilling to volunleer for
tho defence of the country. Let the Govern:
ment attewpt it, and [ am mistaken, if thoy
do not awaken such a tempest as they will
not readily forgot.

‘That the Ballot was devised for use in caso
of war, is quite true. But, Mr. Editor, can
you point to any system of enroltnent which
is not devised, ostensibly at least, for use in
casoof war? I differ with you, however, lofo
caclo, when you nassert that for such u con.
tingency it should be reserved, Unless there
is some radical objection to it> use in time
of peace, (which most certaruly I consider
you as yet have failed to show) unless it is
mnnifestly inferior to some other system, T
am unable to see why it should necessarily
be reserved for the cuntingency wLich yoa
speafy. That those best fitted by position
and opportunity to form a correct opinion
on this point, do not agree with you, is cvi
dent frum the fact that the different Deputy
Adjutant Generals of the Dominion, without
a solitary exception, have, in their respective
reports to Colonel P. Robertson Ross, lately
published, given expression to their convic
tion that the time has arrived when the Bal-
lot should be put in force. Lt.-Col, Taylor,
D.A.G., No. 1 District, says:~*I am of opin-
iom, that presumingitis required, that overy
corps shall assemble for annual drill in the
full 2uthorized strength—tho aid of the Bal-
lot will be required to effect this.”

Lt. Col, Durie, D.A.G., No. 2 Districl, re-
fernng to this subject remarks.~¢ The Reg
ular Muu.in on the other hand would giveless
{rouble to all concerned ; the musters of the
men would be sure, companies full strength,
and the commumnity =t largo would be drilt-
ed in detail, year after year. Fhereis no
doubt but that thissystem is the most just
and fair 10 all,

In connection with this district, the Adju-
tant General himself remarks that the
majority of officers commanding corps in it,
appear to copsider it necessary and desirable
to fill up the ranks by means of the Ballot.”

Lt--Col. Patterson, D, A. G. No. 3 District,
thus expresses himself, **I do not think
that corps can be kept up to their establish
ment by the present system of volunteering,
T believo tho time has arrived when the
Ballot must boresorted to to £l up,”

Referring to the subject of reciuiting
corps in No. 4 District, Lt.-Col. Jacksonin-
forms tho Adjutant-General—** that without
tho assistancoof {ho Ballot it cannot bo

done salisfaclorily.,” And again Lt.-Col.

Jackson remarks :—¢¢ Captains find so much
diffleully in recruiting, that they think the
labor too great to undertake, to maintain
their companies purely by tho volunteer
system, and tho frequent resignntions of the
officers show the desire to escapo so labor-
ious a task.”

Lt.-Col Osborno Smith, C. M. G, A. G,
No. 5 District, states as follows:—*As &
largo number of men in this Diatrict, will
complete their servico before the conclusion
of the present financial year, I have endoa-
vored to obtain by communication with offi-
cers commanding corps, whether they consi-
der it probable that recruits or re-enlisted
men are likely {0 fill up tho ranks of the
respective Battalions. Vith very few ex.
ceptions {hic answers are in the negative,
and a strong desire is expressed that the
Ballot be enforced.”

It. Col. Iarwoed, D. A. G. No. 0 District,
reports thus :—¢ In more than one locality
on account of the floating population, it
would not bo prudent to rely on even half
of the men regularly enrolled. Afterhaving
consulted with the officers commanding
corps in my district, I have come to the con.
clusion that the Ballot must be resorted to.”

Lt.-Col. Duchesney, D. A. G.No. 7 Dis
trict, speaks as follows —fThe three years
Liaving expired for the servien of companiez
in this District, I may siate that with cer-
{ainty that two tlurds of the Volunteers en-
roled 1n 1565, wall claim theie discharge. 1
find by the vpinivns of the several officers
commanding Battalions in the District, that
they all concur in stating tnhat it will be im.
possible to fill up the rolls anew by the Vol.
unteer system.”

Lt.-Col. Maunscll, D. A. G., No. 8 Disrrict.
is of opinion —*“that in some instances,
chiefly in cities and towns tho necessity and
desirability on military grounds for com-
pleting the deficiencies m the ranke by
means of tho Balivt as prescribed and au
thorized iu the existing Militia Law, is now
apparent.” He then goes on to observe
that—*having in compliance with yourin.
structions, placed myself 1n communication
mth officers commanding corps, you will
observe, that the majority of theso gentle
men bear mo out and endorso tho above
opinton.” .

Lt.-Col. Sinclair, 1\ A. G. No. 9 Dislricl,
referring to tho Brignde Camp at Aylesford,
says:—*“ All the captains but one state they
caunot keep up their strength except by the
Ballot, which they recommended,”

The Adjutant General of the Dominion,
Col. P. Robertson Ross, makes no secret of
his own opinion, in his anpual Report for
187], ho observes:—*“A feeling appears (o
prevail in the force in favor of a Regular in
stead of a Volunteer Militin. Experience
proves that the strongest national military
organization, is that one which is founded
on the principlo of obligatory service.”

Tho foregoiug brief extracts from the var
fous reports, leave no room for doubtas to
what is tho opinion of these who have had
most experience iv tho practical working of
the Volunteer system }mr ¢t simple, A more
wnanimous verdict In favor of the Ballot #t
would be difficult to imagine.

Ag thislotteris already much too long, I k
must reserve any further remarks fora fu
ture occasion.

Yours, &¢,
Rotroe.

L Origna), Gth May, 1872,



