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(The FAitor doea flot hld hinisel! respontible for
indiultuacl expresions of opinlon fit commtui.
cations acldreuseil Ioe cVoLUNr.cf ItErXEV.]

2b, the Ediiz Of UiC VOLt;XTIiEII Ilvigw.

Doubtless theovrorld would ho a duil place
te livo in ivero thora ne sucli thing as liver-
zity of opinion; nevertheless, I cannet but
regret, that as Editor of a Journal ivbhcli ns
sumnes te represent tho ideas ami sentiments
cf tho Active Militia, yen should on this
question cf the Draft tako upi a position
rvbcch, I wnill venture te say. is dissonanat wibh
the viows <beera cf nineteen tavcntieths cf
the cificers cf that force, wlao man lay claimu
te any lengthfned expenience.

Your edit'irial rernnrks, haonevcr, on My
lettcr of thr, '29th it., show that tho position
is a very a, oeo; se mucli se, <bat 1 trust
cre long to sec yen abandon it as utterly in
defensible.

1 can bardly think yen sernous vihen yeu
declare yeurself ol, sed te tho Ballot "hob
cause it would force anto tho ranks the mana
incapable cf acquiring tlae habits or discip-
lie cf a soldier, the cewvard, 1c. b ave
lived prctty much aIl nay life in Canada, but
if thora is a class cf uur ý ouig ruen suý.h as
Yeu speak cf, I have ns yct failed te recog-
nizo it. An individual dul and stupid, and
tri 1h ne great stemacli for fighting. Maay, ne
tioubt, ho found hiera and thore. I inaiv vre
occasionally mecl thum la the present force,
ns tlîoy irill aivays bo round in any ani every
force. But 1 dony cmphaticaily, <bat ira the
Dominien, any sncb class existe, sufllciently
largo te forai the ground cf an argument
ag-ainst putbing tho Ballot in forze. Te think
etherivisa iveuld ho -a roflection, and a very
seriouà co, on tho nianheod crf cur budding
nationaaity. Unless rtc are more sbuid and
coivardly <han other people, yeur o1jection,
if an argumaent against tho draft in Canad.a,
migbt have equai ieiglît ina overyether catin
try. The rss:ýan authoiios, heirever, do
not afpoar te have ever rcegnized <ho for-ce
of il,

«Pardlon me, if I do net consider yeu more
happy ina theoebjection irhicla yen atteapt tn
illusta-ate by the case cf Hena-EKrupp. Ir th-
Ballet is put in force, it is wrcngto statu bi t
cvrry an misrrc. Evcry naof aconnuti
rage wouldb ho Ubld te serve, just as under
theocld Militia systena every sucla aman iras
liable to serve in case cf cnaorgency. WVitla
tho Ballot cnfcrced, met oery mati, but a
vcry sail per-centnge cf tho mon cf tho
country rçeuld bave te serve iii erdor te kicep
on foot, a forceocf 40,000, more or les;, pre-
bably sonma tire per cent ofta<ie maie pepula-
tient vould. givo tho nccossary quota. r
neod any Canadian K~rupp dread Scb<ing mbt
trouble <hrough the Bllot. Thoera could ho
ne well gneunded objection te alewin!g hi=a
te prevido a fit ami propor suhatitute, (in.
eteed, yen appear te have lest sigl of tho
fact <liat the Militia Act cf I863, bias alroady
muade ample provision for this contingecray,)
if bis usuat aveesUions wcre cf Suflicient

magnitude te jutify bina in doing se-or if
thouglit moeo desirablo, ho "aght bo exempt
on tho payanont orfa suitabéo fine into tho
publie exahequor. But thouffh few men,
wheSO tiMO IraS Of grat, valIue, 1VeUld, if once
l3alloted, abject te boing obliged <o furnish a
proper substitute, or pay a certain sure in
mnny. I fear that a great ninny, so many
indeed tlbat their namno is legion, would ob
ject, and abject very atrongly indeed, to liay
ing a p>ul1 tax piaccdl on their property, ho-
caube thcy wcre uniwilflng t.o voluinteer for
tho defencof the country. Lot <ho Govern.
ment attcmnpt it, and 1 an mistaken, if tbey
do mot awaken suchia tempest as they lrill
net readily forgot.

Thnt the Ballot ivas devised for use in case
of ivar, is quito truc. But, Mr. Editor, can
you point te any systcnî cf enrolinent vvhicli
is flot deviseci, ostensibly at lo.ist, for use ini
casecofiavar? 1 diflerwi<hyou,lioiverei, loto
caclo, when you nssert that for such a con.
tingoncy itshould bo reserveci. Caaiess tîjere
13 some radical objection te itL use intie
cf peace, <aracl Mosit certÀLaIÉlY I consadelr
yeu ns yet bave failed te Alîea) uinicss il, i.
mnnifcsîly inférior te soine allier system, 1
amn unable te sec îvhy h. sheuid nlecessaily
bo rcserved fur the coýntingcncy whLIi ýoa
specf.y. That those hast fiîted by position
ana opportunity te form a correct opinion
on this point, de mot agrcc ivth yeu, is cvi
dent frorn the tact that the d>ffrcntDjutý
Adjutant Generals of the Lomiraloni lyithet
a solitary exception, have, in their respective
reports te Colonel P. Itoherisonrliess, lately
put>lisbed, given expression to their convic
lion that the t.ime bas arriv cd 'ihen tho Bl-
lot should bo put ina force. Lt. -Col. Taylor,
D.À.G., No. 1 District, says -I I am rn fpmn-
ion, thttpresuning ilis requirei, thatoe'ery
corpa shali assemble for annuai drill in bte
fuit autbornzed st.rcngth-îlîo aid of the Bl-
lot ivill ho rcquirod te effeet <bis.-

Lt. Col, Dunie, D.A.G., No. 2) District: re-
femnng te liais subject remarks .- ", Tho Reg
ular !3Iu,.ia on theoether band vrould givo les
trouble te ail concernedl; tho musters er the
meii weuld be sure, companies full strcngtb,
nd tho conamuniay nt large wculd bc drili-

ccl in dotait, year aifler year. riiere is ne
'doubit but <bat this sytn s<h isjs
and fair te al]. se thm1tjs

In cennection wilth is district, iho cIdju.
tant Generai, himsclf remarias that tilo
maajoni <y cf eficors commanding corps in itI
nppear to consider itnecessamry.ind desirablo
te fill "P tho tanks by xnoans cf tho Ballot."

Lt.. Col. iratterson, D. A. G. Ne. 3 District,
thius expresses bunsoîf, II de mot <hinkc
that corps can bo kept up te tlacir cstahiish
Mraent by tho presont sysbcm rnc veiunitcning,
1 boliovo the Urne bias arniveid Nvrbn the
Bfallot mnust bo rcsortedl te to filt p."

llefcrring ta <ho subject of rcciultiag
cerps in No. 4 District, Lt.-ÇoI. Jackson ir-
forams tho .Adjutant-G encrai-", that without
tho assistance cf 'tbo Ballot it cannot bo
donc 8satisfalorily." And again Lt.-Col.

Jackson renianke :-"1 Captains flid se muaIs
difficuity in rccruiting, that <bey think tlhe
labor toc groat te undertake, te maintain
<beir conapanies purely by the velunteer
zystem, and tho frequent resigrntions cf the
officers slîoiv tho desire te escapo se labor-
icus a task."1

Lt..Col Osborne Smith, C. Mi. G., A. G:,
à o.a 5 District, states as folIotas -- I As a
largo number cf nr in titis District, ivill
comploe to eir service hefore tho conclusion
cf <hie presenit financiai year, I have endeat-
voed te obtain by communication 'iith cifi-
cors cornmanding corps, ithether <bey censi-
der it probable thnt rocruits or re-enliàted
men are likoly te fi up tho ranks cf tho
respective Battalions. Witli very few ex.
coptions tho ansvrers are in the negative,
and a streng de-sire i's e-xpressedl tit thé
Ballot ho enforcedl."

L. Col. Ilanreooi, D. A. G. No. 6 District,
reports <haus :-g In more tian oe locality
on account cf the floating population, il
%voulai net bo prudcent te rely on aven haîf
of bbc men regularly enrolled. Af<erbaving
consuitcd %vkil the oficers eonananding
corps in îny district, 1 have cerne to tho con-
clusion <liaI tho Ballot muet be resorteci to."

Lt.-Col. ljuche5ney, D. A. G. No. ô Dis
triut, spatn olîs-T 1  laec yeara
liaving expiredl for <he servien OF compnie;
in this District, I naay state <liI ivitit cor-
tainty <bat twe tbards cf <lie Velunteers oni-
roled in IbOb, ivili claîna <beir discharge. 1
lind by tiju oJiniulns uf theu setvrai oicers
commandinz Battalin"q in tlivDiqtric<, tligt
<beyý aIl concur lin Stabing tat il ivili bc im-
possible tc fi up tlie relis anow by the o 'i.
uuiteer systeni."

Lt.-Col. Mauribuli, D. A. G., '.e'. S Disrnlct.
as cf opiion -', <but iii some inqtnes,
claiefly iii cities and tcwnrs the necessity and
desirnbility on military groundis l'or coin-
pleting the deficiencies iii the rnnkE' by
mens cf tho ]J.tl;ut as prescriuîed ahad aua
thorized iu the cais<ing Milibia Lawt, is ncv
apparent." î-le then gees on te observ-e
<bat-"l having in cempliance vritba yeur in-
structions, plaeed naYseif an communication
Trilla ofilcers commanding corps, yeti rtill
observe, that tho majority cf theso gontie
mon bear nme out ana endorso <toe above
opinion."1

Lt.-Çol. Sinclair, 1>. A. G. NO. 9 District,
rferring te bhc Brigade Camp rat .Ayleford,
says a-'1 Al bihe captains but o state bhcy
cannot kcep up <lacir strength except by the
Ballet, wltich tliey recommended,"

Tho Adjutaut G encraI cf tîto Doeinion,
Col. P. Robertson Ross, makces ne secret cf
lis citra opinion, in bis rannui Report for
1871, hoe observes :-"àl feeling appears lo
prevail ia bte force in favor cf a Rcgular lin
stead cf a Volunteer Mailitia. Experience
proves flint <ho strengest national mnilitary
organizaioa, is that ciao ivrlaicb is foundei
on <ho pninciplao f obligatory service.-
.The fôregoiuut brio! extradas front <he var.

jous reports, nov rue een for doaubt as to
ivliat is theoepinion cf thoso arbo have had
Most expenionce ira <ho practîcal, iverking cf
thc Volunteer system i pr ci sim~lel. A more
unanimous verdict in fAvor or thue Ballot il
vould ho difficult, to imagine.

Azthl*l.;a 1<ur is already inucla teelonlg, I
m ust reserve nny funther reni9rks for a fai

turc eccasion. My ca-,~hLO
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