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large proportion, in all probability, more ! Parliament emboldened the violent minority

than a large majority were loyal subjects
cannot be questioned, and the very fact that
over 23,000 men wers embodied to fight for
the Crown proves this beyond all possibility
of controversy. There were at least twenty-
five battalions organized besides a number
of independent companies and corps, as for
instance, Col. Archibald Hamilton command-
ed in New York at one period seventeen
companies of loyal militia. As a fair repre-
sentation of the feelings of the mass of the
people there is a body of troops equal to the
greatest number the rebels could bring to-
gether opposed to them; so that all Samuel
Adams’ aptitude for treachery and falsehood
with Franklin's astuteness and duplicity,
were required to bring abeut a severance of
the connection between the Mother Country
and her Colonies. In fact all, both rebels
and loyalists, were born under and had
grown up as subjects of a Monarchy; the
great majority in Congress did neither wish
nor want a separation, and the rebel leaders
there denied that independence was any
part of their original plan; that their sole
object was to obtain concessions from
England and continue the connexion, while
John Adams honestly confesses what must
have been the sentiments of many others
when he says, ‘“There was not a moment dur-
ing the Revolution when I would not have given
everything I possessed for a restoration to the
state of things before the contest, provided we
could kave had sufficient security for its con-
tinuance.” The testimonies of Franklin,
Jay, Jefferson, Washington and Madison are
all to the same purport, and the student of
the history of this contest must arrive at
the conclusion that the intrigues of the
English Whigs had engendered in the minds
of the second Congress feelings of distrust
which were skilfully manipulated by another
‘and much smaller, numerically and intel-
lectually, knot of intriguers in Congress,
leading to the belief that personally every
member was liable for acts of overt treason
already done amenable to justice for violence
offerred to life and property by the mobs
their acts called into existence, and that
every principle of right as well as wisdom
taught the lesson of separation as the source
of safety, To this was added French in-
trigues,—powerful because a portion of the
educated members of Congress had imbibed
the principles of the infidel philosophy of
the Voltaire school, which was then sapping
the foundations of law and order in France,
and preparing the people for that overthrow
of Church and State, which appalled the
world by its atrocities for years later. Those
elements were aided by the efforts of
the Puritan clergy, who looked to a
return of the times when the saints should
govern, and used their power to convince
and prepare the people for the change which
was foreshadowed. All those causes com-
bined, with the ill management of the
British Generals, and the encouragement
receiyed from the Opposition in the British

in Congress to press forward the declaration
of independence, as on that depended the
alliance with France. It is now understood
that the majority by which it was carried
was simply one, and that individual declared
that he never had a day’s peace of mind
afterwards, and died within a year.

All the facts go to prove that the declara-
tion of independence was obtained, as Liv
ingstone says, by fraud, treachery, and de-
ceit, and that almost up to the last moment
before Howe landed on Staten Island a
strong party in Congress were willing to re-
scind it if security could be given that their
supposed wrongs, which amounted to com.
mercial restrictions and no more, should be
redressed. Unhappily the Howes were not
armed with the necessary powers, and had
to deal with Franklin, the most unscrupu-
lous man of his age. His own representa-
tions and that of his colleagues have not
been published, but they were designedly
prepared to make reconciliation impossible.
It may be asked, why did not the Colonists
seek redress for their grievances in a con-
stitutional manner? why did they not peti-
tion Parliament and await the results, [t is
true they did so in a measure, but it was
when Congress had usurped legislative and
administrative functions, and Franklin, with
Silas Deane, were in the confidence of the
Republican leaders, sent to England to seck
redress, did it after their own fashion—one
of them going to Holland for the purpose of
employing incendaries and pirates to burn
down English scaports and prey on her com-
merce, while the other endeavored, with a
curious admixture of cunning and bullyism,
to hoodwink the British House of Commons.

There can be very little doubt that the
guilt of bloodshed in this quarrel, rests on
the Colonists, especially the people of Bos-
ton and particularly on their leaders. That
those men hounded on their followers to
deeds of violence, resisting the law for pur-
poses of paltry gain accruing to themselves,
and that they have incurred the guilt of re-
bellion and murder with no higher or holier
object in view.

Any one who will take the trouble of
studying the characters of the leadersin this
extraordinary contest will find that the
primary cause of action was either fear of
loss of property, a desire to avoid payment
of just debts, and a petty ambition for sel-
fish purposes, pre-eminently distinguished
the fathers of the American Revolution.
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A REMARKABLE FAMILY GATHERING.

On last Queen’s birthday, at the residence
of Mr. Solomon Wardell, in the township of
Haldimand and County of Norfolk, about
twelve miles from Fort Byerse, there was
an entertainment which, from its peculiar
character, has never before been equalled in
this province or perhaps in the Dominion.
On that day, for the first time in their lives,
Mr, Orrin Wardell of this city, the well

N . . |1
known auctioneer and commission mercha?

and his sixteen brothers, besides severalsi*
ters, met together for the purpose of enjoy”
ing a family re-union. Seven of the bro
thers reside in Toronto, three are at homeé
and the others are scattered far and wide
different parts of Canada and the Unm,d
States. Ten of them are married, and the¥
wives and children accompanied them to
their father's, besides the husbands and o
spring of the married sisters. Altogether
about 500 persons were present, more tha?

three-fourths of whom were relatives or 0% |

nected by marriage. Four generations Wé
represented; and the grandmother of th°
Messrs. Wardell here is 109 years of 8564
The grandfather came to this couan‘Y,St
years ago and was a United Empire Loyal“ ’
while his son, Mr. Solomon Wardell, is 8
of a ripe old age and fought at the batﬂeg
Lundy's Lane during the war of 18121%
The old gentleman was desirous of meetmlo
all his kinsfolk on Tuesday last, and suitaD
preparations were made for their recep“"h'
Two triumphal srches, gaily decorated wit s
flags and evergreens, were erected 2C
the road leading to the house and the
way was adorned in the most tasteful m?no
ner, Everything was done in fact {0 E‘vs
all possible eclat to the occasion. D“".l;a
the morning the visitors continued to ar4
in large parties and from all quarters; °
in the afternoon they sat down to a dif%y,
provided for them on a five acre lot outs!
the orchard, where a number of tables ¥ r
placed together in aline running trom ne’ed
ly one end of the lot to the other and load ]
with all manner of eatablcs and beversg g
0ld Mrs. Wardell was elected to presid®
account of her patriarchal age and being fal
oldest member of the family, and ably )
filled her duties, Speeches were after® .
made by Messrs. Solomon and Nath 40
Wardel, Tilman, Fry, Dr. Fry, Rev. * 4
Tolman and others—the former gentle® i
strongly advising his numerous descen? " 4.
to remain faithful to their Queen and C‘L,d-
try, and said that the Wardels aloné; -k

b
ed by himself, would be able to drive bw,ed »

all the Fenians who would dare to Ve”bor
their worthless lives on this side of the "op-
der—a declaration which was loudlxnss
plauded by all present. In the eveP' ‘o
display of fireworks took place and tb®’gd
ceedings of the day came to a close 7 b2
Me. Wardell has lived in that sectio? ioswell
country for about half a century, 8B er"“’
known and esteemed by his pu
friends and neighbours, Tuesday lasonﬂ"
decidedly a red letter day in the old gech"
man’s calend, and though it is prob®” :gelf
he will never again see but comP”rae ws!
few of his descendents we trust tbﬂthe o8
yetlive for many years to witnes$ thich
tinued prosperity of the country of ¥
and his father were amongst the
neers and in defence of which bot?
nobly and well.— Toronto Leader .
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The Chicago Fenians to the n“mbe,-gid o

hundred, have been threatening z pi?
our camp at the Sault. They cam

jveDs
steamboat, but the alarm was &' re o’uu‘:: »

Bolton and many of his officers we
away from the pleasures of the
house of Mr. Simpson, M.P., ry P
meet the enemy ; and all neces?ﬂs&
tions were taken to guard a'g’.'lnvimv 0
tack. The Fenians, however, 18 wel®%g
preparations to give them 3 ware
thought it better not to assu!}lg
sive, and the propeller havil
board is said to have procee
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