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SALUTATORY.

THE Directors of the Congregational Pub-

lishing Company have undertaken to
supply a want long felt by our Canadian
churches. As a monthly, the CANaDIAN IN-
DEPENDENT has done us good service, but
the time has come when a weckly is a necess-
ity. In sending out the specimen copy we
shall be expected to give some idea of what
we intend to do.

In the first place we shall aim to make our
paper a constant medium of communication

Fhie paper will stp whin the

At the same time we will give ample
cscope to all that is worth noticing—whether
in theology, politics, religious or common life
matters not; and let the fittest survive the
friction.

and warmly at issuc with all clerical legisla-
tion. And so it welcomes any cvent which
indicates that clericalism is losing its hold,
and that the people of the pew are being ad-
mitted to their rights as regards legislation.

! We hope also to bring the subject of our

| The question often comes to the front: Is

church services before our people. There are Congregationalism making any headway?
‘many points in this matter needing consider-. Do any of the systems which are essentially
ation, both in the musical and other parts Oflclcric.’ll show any signs of relaxation? In

They have a’<erted, that in the Protestant communitics,
mighty influence as auxiliary helps in gather- the current is everywhere setting in the direc-
ing and keeping those whom we wish to influ- - tion of Congregationalism. Eventsin eccles-

= ence for good.  Our views on this subject will jastical quarters are continually transpiring

“be given more fully in fature wsues, P which show unmistakeably that the simple and
. It will also be a paper for the family. A just principles of our system are being re-
wholesome, cheery, religious newspaper is a,ceived in circles, which hitherto have been
‘necessity in every home.  Such will be the warmly opposed to them.
"CANADIAN INDEPENDENT. It will aim not:  Such an event occurred the other day at
ronly to please, but also to develope true prin- | Belleville. The General Conference of the
ciples of christian character. Methodist Episcopal Church was in session.
The Sunday School will find our paper ai A fraternal address was being delivered by
valuable help.  The Lesson Notes alone will 1 Bishop Haven, one of the great leaders of the
be worth the rate of subscription. It is our:Mecthodist Episcopal Church in the United
 purpose to give this department special atten- 1 States.  In the course of his address, Bishop
tion. In addition to the “Notes” we shall , Haven said, “ Lay delegation isa good thing.
give sketches of various methods of Sabbath 1t has been a good thing for us, and it works
School working, Normal Class matter, and;\\-ithoutany friction. It strengthens us amony
facts connected with the great world of school { the laity.” Then turning to the Canadian
enterprise. bishop, he said, “ I believe you have not yct
In regard to the Tempcrance question we'introduced the laity into your Genecral Con-
stand fairly and squarely on the Total Absti-: ference.” Bishop Carman replied, “We are

between our churches in the Dominion. Ve | nence platform. We class the liquor traffic; completing our plans to bring them into it.”
l need to hear of each other oftener than we  among the worst wvils that prey upon ttltxc;\\;lllu.]m..pm. lu:..u-,. u.{.....;1 Smr et l,vu
v & 8 ‘e shall do our utmost to:will have to hurry up; for there is scarcely a
3 “"":Zﬁ.%%‘&ﬁ%&"f ‘mmmmdlth. . \\f: sh l‘” e g . y up; b J d{
“ interest in one another. We shall therefore | rid the land of this gigantic cuisc. Dr. Guth- rchurch in the world that has not adopted lay

: " i sai : “we shs ake no national cation.”
make the “NEWs OF THE CHURCHES” as ful} | ric said truly that “weshallm | delegation

and stimulating as possible.

conquest of the vice and ungodliness of the;  “Scarcely a church in the world that has not

N . aNeee 1 oy . - . (R . . -
Qur intention is to give considerable space] people until the Church of God f‘l'LCb in right {adopted lay dclegatl.on. That is an impor
to both British and A?ncricm news. not for-|carnest the drinking question.” We mean to tant statement, coming from so high a quar-
¢ « 7 I

getting
We are part of a great whole, and we shall
strive, by our selections of matter and news,
to help our readers to realize what is being
done “along the whole line.”

We purpose opening our columns for arti-
cles and letters from casual correspondents
on topics of both general and denominational
interest. We shall allow considerable liberty,
though personalitics will be always fearlessly
ruled out. We wish for the freest interchange
of ideas, belicving that the highest advance-
ment and purest growth will be thus secured.
True we are Indepen-ents, but Independency
is no synonym for isolation. An intelligent
Independency means free enquiry, life, and
progress; a sclf-contained isolation means a
lingering death.

We hope our friends will not suppose we
are going in for that molluscous kind of thing,

namely, a paper that will accomodate itself to"_common sense of those who sit in the pews,

items of interest from other lands. . face it and fight it.

‘ter as it does. It is a straw revealing uner-
We hope, also, to show our relation as Con- ! yingly the direction in which the current of
gregationalists to the public questions and ccclesiastical thought is setting. In those
movements of the day.  \We wish toavoid all hodies which are intensely clerical, clerical in
narrow scctarian bigotry, yet at the same time, their make-up and working, a change is oc-
to vindicate our principles by showing their:curring, and that is in the direction of admit-
application to the duties and obligations of ting the laymen to the legislative councils of
an enlightened citizenship. We think that these churches. In view of such radical
the prevalence of these principles will be the ' changes, the adherents of Congregational
strongest safc-guard against tyrannical oppres- principles have no caase for feelings other
sion on the one hand, or an unrightcouscom- than those of satisfaction.
munism on the other. \Wo must show that we ! And the adoption of laymen’s rights is only
have an interest, and that of the deepest kind, 4 question of time! The vast communions,
in ali that gocs on around us. “which have been so fond of prelacy or oligar-
m— “chies, will gradually become Congregational-
STRAWS SHOWING Ttils CURRENT. jzed. The spirit of the age is democratic.
Sa system of ch:r-ch go\rcrnn]cnt' Con- ;.\nd the Church th catching.that sgiri't. ‘I\'ICI'I
A gregationalism has ever done consistcntl!'kc A"‘IO”CY pu“? Og ":;‘Y Issue ]’CI”‘d“am-
and perpetual battle for the rights of the S Beware of Congregational Indepen-

; i S .‘dency.  Yeare notindependent men!”  And
aity. has shown itself willing to trust the ¢ :
Jaity. 1t has & men like Punshon do not warn when there is

[} .
. . . . . : : i danger. But they may warn, while the
everybody’s views and be without definite and;And it has been pre-cminent in calling in ho danger y may

decided principles. Far from this.

Our his- | their aid, and utilizing it in the further

ance of  current flows on in the right dircction, quite

: : L 5 : lless of their alarm.  All we need as In-
toric record, the urgent needs of the present ! jeq plans. Necessarily, thercfore, it has al- heedless

times, and, above all, the honor of Christ, ways been sturdily opposed to those systems

forbid this.

when occasion requires, will be ready to speak|in the hands of the ministers.

"dependents is the calm and untiring cnuncia-
)

. .or tion of our principles, and the revelation of
We know what we believe, and, |which have sought to concentrate the power 0! of ! ples,

It is logicallyithd" happy working in our churches, and



