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DIARY OF GOV. SIMCOES JOUR .EVE PROM H-UMBER
DAY TO MATCHETACI-E BAY, 1793.

[t'hle %vriter of tlle following intcresting account. of tlle above juurney was Ille laie lion. Alex-
ndrMacdonllel, one0 of UIl Iîest known of thie cari>' citizenb of Toronto. I le was boum ifl 1762,

itFort Autstus, lnverncsshlire, Scotiaîîd, and was tlle son of Capt. A tan 'maedonetl, wî'ho witli
blis fiinily aîîd( othier relatives eiiiigratcd iii 177î to UIc Voak\allcy, il, tlle tiien B3ritish
Province of New York. M'lei tlle lRcvoltnionary") îar brukie OUt il' 1776, thxe Loyalist Scottish
ýcteienlt, to wvlii Ille Macdonclks belonged %va-; disarîned, and Cat. Atian macdoneil "vas,
with otîxers, ilmprlisoned as a1 hostagýe for the neutrality of ]lis kzinsnien ani neiîghbors. Sir Johni
johonston ani a numbiiier of the other settlers on Ille Mi\ohiaNN', in ma>' 1776, started tu traverse
the widiî~tlying betweeln txeli and Montrcal, ami in nineteen days î-cehed theji destination
afier undergoing tlle grcatest bai'dsbiips. Of thlese Loyalist pioncera yuiing Alexanîder Mac-
dunieil wvas onle. lic soon afterwards, at the age of sixteen, enilibtedl as a cadet in tlle '' Royal

lligllanld Eiirns bsequently nunmhered the S4 tlî Reginîeîiî. A fier eerlyears of active
,;ervice lie wvas transferred to " Butler's Raîes"andi as a ineier of this fiinious coirps lie
took part ii iany stirring- niiiry e1)ibodes. After the conclusionî of the %var, Capt. Altaiî
NMacdoniell anîd lis faniily recceived graints of laîîd iii Caniada, theîî the Province of Quchec, and
tiicy resîded ixear Qnebec City nnltil the fathcer's dea-li, m hicli touk place shuortly after their arrivai.
Mis. M\acdoiîell anîd lier faînily niovcd to, Kingaytosi, anid afterwards to Newark, non' Niagara,
%lien it becaînle the Capital of Ilhe niew Province of Upper Canada. G;overnor Siîwcoe, wvho hand
liiiseif been a Britisti officer in the Eevotntioîîary wvar, anîd lia(l in that capacity beconie ac-
qxîainted wvith Alexanîder ~Mcoîlappoiîîîcd the latter Sbieriff of Ille Homie District, whvlit
included botlî Newark amii York]. As a trn-tstwor-tly niîcnilei of the Goverîiior's suite lie accoîîî-
t)anied Iiiiîî on the tnpl describcd in the diaiy subjoined. Sheî iff Macduîiell represented the
Ulengarry district for soine tine ii thie Legislative Assenîbty of Upper Canada, ani %vas ai one
time Speaker of the H-onse. When the %wa11 Of 1812-14 broke ont lie 'ias appointed Depîity
1ayîasterGeîîerai, witi Ille îiiiliiary raîîk, of Colonel, vh'ile bis cousin anîd pýro1î%ô, Johni Mac-
(loleli of Gtengarry, joined the staff or Geîîcrat l3rock, wvith wlîose renliains luis, and lus atone,
lie interred under the mnonument on Queiston 1 lciTilts. Cul. Alxne icoel-vas taken
prisoner ai tlle capture of Niagara il' May, I13, ai d n'as dctaincd tilt the close of the war -ai
Lancaster, Pennsylvania, wvtuere bis fatier hiad beeîî kcept a prisoner iii 1776, as narr-ated above.
Afier lus return 10 Canada lie licld varions public positions, and %vas inii S3 î created a1 nieînber
of thc Legislative Cotincil of Upper Canuada. An active ani earnest ieniher of thie Romn
Catlîolic church, lie rendcred great assistance to blis cousin, Bisiuop -Macdoneli, in building up
iluat religions conînînuity in tiîis Province. Iii iSiS lie ercctcd the btili proîinient residence on
the Northwcst corner of Jliu anid Adelaide strecis, ai ai ]lis luospitable table miost of the
cininient mcin ii UIc Prov'ince wcre ai one time or aniotler eiîtertaiiîcd. lc Nvas tali anid coin-
inaiding in figure, buit quiet ami somewliat reserveci iii naner, and could taltk fluently ii thue
Gaclic, Frenchu, anud Iîudiaîî tongues. Colonîet Macdonell die(i in luis own residence iii IS42,
leaviiîg bellindu Iiini five sons, olue of wl'honî, MNr. Alexandter Macdoueht, now Clerk of Process at
Osgoode Hl, lias long been the careful custodian of thîe diaî-y lucre prinîed for tthe first tinie.
'l'le H-istorical Section of the Canadian Insîitute lias pabsed a resoltition tlîankiny iMr. Mac-
ulonell for permission to priiit the cliary, anîd respcctfully reqnesting ii t l ave it placed for
permnent îîrescrvaîioiî in ouie or othier of the public libraries iii Toronîto.]

1793. Septetnber 24th.-Lieutenant Pilkington of the R. E., Lieutenant
Darling of the 5th Regirnent, Lieutenant Givens of the 2nd Rangers, and


