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INTERFERENCE WITH PROVINCIAL RIGIITS.

It lias beemi aur liractice as a finiancial journal ta
ignare aIl poiLtical qunestions %vichl are vol. dircctly
associated witm finance, commnercc, or national 1 vell
bcinig. We aIre tenipted tastep) abide for once, ]îawever.

\VhlIe nat expressiiig nt presemît mny opinion as ta the
mnieits ai the Baie dles Cae. sRailway mlatter llaw
being investignted, %ve caimn' but laugli nt tie plea
puit forwvard by the proviîici.- 1 authonities against anly
discussion ai tie quiestion b: the Setnate al. Ottawa.
,rlley clainlied aîîd s'tili cdaim timat thiey .arC aniemiable
for their actiaons ta the local house alou1e,. and tîat, anly
criticisim of thei *onctmct by the Federal Panliaient or
its appointees Ls au titiilarramtdc( iintenfeirezce wvith pro-

-vimîcial riglits, ami Uicstrenigth af-i'ich saine fîre-caters
have talkecd ofaini xatiami, iLudepenldenice and bursting
coniederatian. It is cutints ta remiinier that these
sainc people arc the aies -,Via1 passed a resaluitim inter-
ferilng with Uihe affairs ai the IniperLal Parlianieut, by
teflLng it timat it shatild gralit hme ruile ta Irelanid.

Buît it is still mare curians ta tliimik tîmat it is also thiese
saine persans mwlio dleziaunced moist velbemenitly niidl
iiiccssamîitly, bath iii anid ont of the lc-al parlianiemit, the
actiaon ai tli- fedc-ral goverrimîeiît il) '-agiîig Riel. Il
was by imterfernîg îvitl federal affairs tlhat thie present
govemmnent at Qîicbec caiiie imita pawver. - Caiisist-
eîicy, tIhon art a jewel P"

\Ve are pleased ta nlote tîmat Mr- W. J. Kinîg, %vlio far
"anmle tiie pist lias beei thme efficienit amîd popiular
accouîttîît iii the Mamîntreal brandcî i ofthe Camiadiami
B3ank af Comnîmerce, lias beei (leservedly advaniced ta the
positioni ai manager at the ]3erliin, Omît., brandi ai the
baiik. 'Mr. Harcourt, for five years past accaurntaxit
iii the New Yark, braicl ai the baîîk, anîd iariîîerlv
coiimected -witli tie Momtreal bramîci, sîmecceeds4\1r. Kinîg-

The railways ai Great Britaiii refflizcdl a grass iiicone
framiî aIl Sources ini 1890 ai S399,740,0oa, andu the
Wor-kiîîg e-,])ellscs Wcre $21m5,940,000, ltýieainlg Sm83,800 -
ooo as the miet receipts far the year. ibhis wvas .î.îa
per cent. ami the total paicl til) capital. anîd soiiiewliat less
tliauî far the preceding year, wlieii the percenige mias
4.21. Thie percemîtage ai -%varliiig expeîiscs ta total
reccipts iniS -%0 vis 5.1, as caiipamtd with 52 for the
faur prece:ding yenr.s.

Frain st-itistics givemi by illtinz<y ci Laondon, sliawing
thme cash reserves ai thme temi langer b. 1is ai Laondon ami
Septeiîiber mst last, x:c onmdenmse thme follovisig u.
hibit

Cashi iii 11,11( ......................... S6,945
Cashi andh iiivesiuiiits .................. 3, 1 C)5-3290
Deposfits frolmu thme public ............... 64<1,273.225

Ilerceutage ofcasm ta deposits .............. 25.S9
1'ct'ge. ofalailLietnts adpst. 48.71

'he proprtionu ofcasht ta depasits v'aried iraîin 17 ta
37 per cenmt. aîîd ai cash andc iîeteito tadeposits
frouîi 34 ta 6o per cenît. amîoîîg tic inclivichial bauks.

The growth oi British Columibia durng thîe last
decade, bathl lu population anîd WCaltii, lias beei vtry
satisfaetorv, thme formier silice 1881i liaviiig beeim 8,7 per
cenît., witfi a preseiît poptulationi Of 92.767. Victoria
lias iii tlîat Unmie grawvii fraîi .900 iliiiliitaiits ta
i6,.Soo, 'Vicouver, nion existeîit iii m$,lisias m3<i
population i anid 'Newe\etmiîe ias iîicreabed froin
î,5oo ta 6.64m. Solîd pnasperity is iiicated by thme
fluet tîmat iii lmese ezitieb 5,j per Centl. of Uie iecliamies

awîî the houses thev live ini. 'lie aceqeqsecd vallue of
rmal estate iii the prvne ouitside the cities, 15 $20,-

000,000) and of 1 )ersonal praperty sîp,aoo,oaO. rlle
valuie of real and personal propertyý altogethier isS 46
perhleacl, aif the ciebt of the provincee$Si2.5o per hiead.

Speak-ilig af the a,înuîicniemt, thant 6o car loads o~f
cggs were ta lie shipped froin Canada ta Liverpool
duriug Octaher and NZoveiiiler, a Londan inoruing
paper simers at the venierable age af these eggs by the
Linme thecy get juta the kitciîcns ai tie people, w'lier.:-
tipami thie Ca,îadian (;azt-ie says . 'The trtmtlî is tlîat
the greater partiaoi af te eggs iîuported into Great
Britain froin stmcli cotitntries as5 Gurnnany, Iliiiigary,

a1ud( Belginnli, aîîd lllamîy parts af France and Spain.
talze longer to reach th ,e Britisli markets tlinaýi does the
Ca-miadian promict ; anîd if inquiry be miade af tixase whio
bandie the C-ggs af these cauintries, it wiii bc faundi(
thiat Canadian qggs rmachi tlii-- country in a ireshier and
better condition than da0 the bulk af Cantinenîtal cgg';s."

tee do iict liîld ourt'eivcs rcsîbotFlble for vleve exprcSsed by CorrcFpomîîlsits

LETTER PROM TORON~TO.
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Sone of the ieadiiig representativcs C %lie fire, iiîstiramîce

coiiiîpauiies are lookimmg bine these Limues; am& :celi tbeY mmay. for
fines have bcen ilaitierous or late, anmd the lasses wiii mîale a1
xniglity big liale iii Ille prnmmummmi reccipts this ycar. One litisiur
remmarked1 ta me yesterdl.;- «"W'e have ail got it riglit ini tilt

ieck this immmat," refcrrimmr- La thme fire losses reporteui durimg
thme last four weeks. 1' I.awet-ver," said aiiotlierjovial iincîmîber of
tlmc± fire imsur.îuce fraternity, - il. is miever sa bad but Lt iiiiglit
lie warse." Thme 11011e is expresýýd that the ist tmo xmoutlis or
thle ycar inay lie liglit Lui losses, soa that the percentage for ilime
ycar nmiay 111.11e a better slloing thaim for the fimnt tell iluotlis
of is91.

TwLs-timmg palicies is said to lic a comumon practice by certii
agents iilmte Vinted states, .121( iblis is Supposeil ta bemmelit the
comnpanly succssfmml ik Lssig Ille lasI policy. 0f coua:C, liert,
iii Camada, lifé Igeil.%.rc i1mmoccut ofamy smcl p)ractice,.1ami are,
imever guilty of sumcl ali ambomnmable gale, i.e., ''hard>' evcr.",
Ilit %viat do0 -%o tiuk of î%%isilig fire policies, .1nd( yct iL iis
beimmg tdome i a mo.st disgraceful and dîslioiiest immalmmuer. 'fie
fire agenit Nw.rks the %vriiklejuist thme opp)o!ite ta the iiglitiimmg
lifrcmvsr-le latter is desi:raus of gettinig au t.he rislz, lice
formmer plays bis gamme ta gtt off.

Timere Ls trouble in store for t.he Douminîioni Buildinmg amui Loai
sscainof tis ctv. liis association mi st niot bie comm-

foitttied witli thme ordmmary and mull estab)lui:lculIii s ociet.iesof
i.lli provinicc. it wNrks ou1 eutirely uliffereut Unmes, :mudi l.%

:mgesitsiare active! comîptitons %vith the rcgular life compallncs
for a sort of enouetbusiness. lie promnise Ls mulade, Iiat for
au initiation fec oir -z anmd a iiianthly payumieut, af Ca cents fur
the terni of eight Cjear-, to return the sîmarelmolder $ioo. IIow%.
ever, Lt is aliged they go aome butter lîy promuisiug to pay thme

shma,-rebhiolr 6 pur cent. lier annumuiii as a divideud durnîng tlt:e
cigbit veann. Ou the face, Lt appears higlmly improbable thiat the
resuits cau ever be rcaized la do so %waufl rejuire an cani-

iing power of iant 13 pur cenit. lier aummmumml, andm a IbOrrowvcr
làa-viiig gnou iiortgaye necumity ta offer cari obtamai ail the

mmommey lie requires at aile li.llftlait raite.
The law requLrcs tîmat thme rate of iumlcrest sliah lie clcmrly

stnted Lui a iimortgage ; aili if thme V)omimmsos ail ssociatimi lias Dmot
(jolie tli'u, il i,; evihelitl>' actisig ici Violation of a1 law llmam
m~as spcal emmcted ta protect borrotvcm wvimo, il] ycans gomme
bv-, %-er(- actallv p:mvimg 12 per centt. wMicm tl.-,i sccl mt a
ommly (J lier cent. IL is :llegedt tlàzmt tbe fmmîds reqtsircd to be n~t
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