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on the Ktudy of Holy weripinre

{Centinned tnom 1ast Week.)

At the outact of their studics thoy
should examine mto the natare of the
intelligetice of thar disciples, eultivato
18, i {act, g0 as to it them at once to
Frunorvo mtact the lectrine of the

Ioly Writings and 1o comprehiend
their sapirit.  Buch 13 the objeet of
* The Treatise on the Introduciion to
the Bible,” which supplics the pupil
with the menns of proving the integ-
rity and authenticity of the Bible, of
searching and Jdisvovering the true
meaning of passnges, of boldly attack-
mg and extirpating to the root sophis
ucal intorpretations. It is hardly
needful to indicate how important it
18 to discuss these peints from the
commencement with order and in a
scientific way, having recourse to
theology, for in verity, the study of
the Seriptures is built upon this foun-
dation and illununated by those lights,
The professor ehould apply himself
scrupulously to make the most fruitful
part of this science porfectly under-
stood—that which concerns interpro
tation— and to (xplaia to his auditors
how they may utihize the riches of the
divino word for the advantage of reli-
gion and picty. Assuredly, We under-
stand that neither the extent of tho
subject nor the time disposable will
pormit tho entire cirele of tho Serip-
tureg to be gone over in the echoola.
But since it 18 necessary to possess a
sure method fruitfully to direct inter-
pretation, 8 wise master must avoid
the mistake of those who take up for
study passages relected here and there
in the books, and lhikewise the method
of those who settle on a determined
chapter of a single book. If in the
majority of schools one cannot attan
the same end as in the higher acade-
mies—that is, that onc book or another
way be expounded in a consecutive
and ciaborate manne:  at least every
exertion should be exercised that the
passages chosen for interpretation
should be studied for a suflicient com-
pleteness. [upils allured in a sense,
and instructed by this mode of explan-
ation, might be able t3 reperuse and
relich the rest of the Bible for the
duratie~ of hfe  The professor, faith.
ful to ne prescriptions of those who
have preceded Us, shouid use the
Youlgate version. It is that, in truth,
which the Coundd of Trant hag de-
signed as authentic atsd suitable to be
cmployed ** in public readings, discus-
sions, preachings, and explapations,”
and that which is also recommended
by the daily practice of the Church.
Nevertheless, Wo do not wish to say
that no account must be taken of
other versions which the Christians of
the carly ages adupted with culogy,
especially those of the primitive texts,
In fact as far as concerns the material
points, the sense is clear according to
the Hebrer- and Greok veorsions of the
Vulgate, nevertheless, if an ambiguous
passage, or ohe lesd clear than usual
13 met, * recourse to the preceding
language, as St. Augustine counsels,
will be very uscful. It is palpable
that n great deal of circamapection
must be brought t» this task, for it is
the duty of the commentator tc indi-
cate not what he thinks himself but
that which was thought by the author
whom he explains. After the reading
shall have been carefully conducted to
the given pont, then the moment wil)
arrive to secarch into and explain the
sense. Our first advice on this sub-
Ject 18 to observe the prescriptions
commonly 1n use relative to the inter-
pretation, the more assiduously as the
attacks of adversarics are more active.
We must therefore cantiously weigh
the value of the words themselves, the
significatinn of the context, the simili-
tude of tha passages and the like, and
slso improve thy opportunity of the
strange elucidations of the science
opposed to us. Nl ess, th

master must bewarv not to bestow
mozo time and care to theae questions
than to the study of the divine books
thomselves, lest oo extensive and
profound n knowledge of thoso topis
should bring moro trouble than
strength to the intelloot of youth.
Henee it results that tho sure courso
to pursue is the study of lloly Writ
from the theologicnl point of viow,

Un this subject 1t 18 neceasary to re
mark that mn addition to the causes of
difficulty which present themsolves in
the explanation of no matter what
ancient authors, othera have to be
supplemented which are peculinr to
theo explanation of the Sucred Writings.
Inasinuch as they arv the work of the
Holy Ghost, the words conceal o
number of truths wluch are far sur-
passing the strength snd penetration
of human rcason——that is to say, thoe
divine mysteries, and all which belong
to them. The senso 18 somotimus
wider and more veiled than would
appenr to be conveyed by tho letter
and by the rules of hermencutics, and,
furthermore, the literal sonso itsolf
somotimes ludes othor senses which
serve to olucidute dogmas or to give
rules for the conduct of hfe. Thus, it
canuot be deniced that the Holy Books
are shrouded with a certain religious
obscurity to such an extent that
nobody should undortake their study
without a guide. Thus God has de-
sired—it is the comwon opinion of the
Fathers —that inen should study them
with more ardour and carefulness, so
that truths leboriously acquired should
penetrate more deeply into their intel-
lecte and their hearts, in order that
they might understand above all that
God has given the Scriptures that in
the interprotation of His words the
Church should be aceepted as the surost
guide and master.

Where God has placed Bis traasures
there truth should bo sought. The
men in whom rcaides the succession of
the Apostles, as B5t. Irenwus has
already taught Us, explamn the Scnip-
tures without dsuger. It is his doc

passages of tho Now Testament, or by
the Church, assisted by tho samo
Holy (thost and by tho means of a
soleen judgmént, or by its universnl
nud ordinary authority. Ile should
be convineed that this interpretation
is the only one that oan Lo approved
by the laws of svoret hiermunoutics.
U'pon other points he must follow the
analogy of iho faith and take for
modol Catholio dootrine as it is indi.
catec by the autherity of the Churoh.
In fact, it is tho samo God who is tho
author of the Holy Writiug and of the
doctrine of which tho Church is she
starchouse. 1t absolutely follows, then,
that o signification atiributed to the
former and differing, howover littls,
from the latter cannot be produced
from a legitimnate interpretation.
Hence, it ovidentlv results that overy
intorpretation which puts tho sacred
nuthors in contradiction with them.
selves, or whioh is apposed to the
tenol ing of the Churah, is foolish and
false.

He who teaches Holy \Writ should
aleo merit the oulogy that he 18 a
thorough master of theology. that he
is perfectly conversant with the com
monts of tho holy Fathers, the Doc-
tors and the best interpreters. Suzl,
is the dootrine of St. Jeroms and St.
Augustine, who justly complam in
these terms, * If overy science, how-
ever unimportant and easy of acquisi-
tion, demands, as is ovident, to be
tnught as a learned man, by a master,
what could be more arrogantly rash
than not to seek the knowledgo of the
Holy Scriptures aftor the teaching of
their interproters 2 "' Such was like-
wise the testimony of our Fathers,
who confirmed it by examples. They
explained the Beriptures, not after
their private opinions, but from :he
writing and authority of their prede-
cossors, becausc it was evident that
these had received in succession to the
Apostles the rules for tho interpreta-
tion of Holy Writ.

The testimony of the holy Fathers,
who, after the Apostles, have been, se

trine and that of other Fathers which
the Vatican Council adopted when re-
newing a Decreo of the Couneil of
Trent on the interprotation of the !
Divine Written Word. It decided that
in things of faith and morals tending
to tho settlement of Chrigtian doctrine
that should be regarded as the exact
sense of the Scriptures which onr holy
mother the Church hus regarded and
regards as such, for 1t 1s her province
to judge of the sense and interpretu-
tion of tho Sacred Books. Conse-
quently, no one is permitted to ex-
pound the Secriptures in a fashion
contrary to this meaning or the
unanimous consent of the Fathers.

By this Iaw, full of wisdom tho
Chureh does not arrest ur retard in the |
slightest degree the researches of
Biblical science, but maintains them
in the shelter of all crror, und pms-
santly contributes to their veritable

to speak, gardeners of the boly Church,
ity builders, its pastors, hiave nourished
it and mado it grow, has also a great
nuthority every ttae they explain, in
one and the same manner, a Biblical
text as concerning foith and morals;
for it is clear from their agreement
that, aceording to Catholic doctrine,
this explunation has come in its form
by tradition from the Apostles. The
advice of the same Fathers is also
worthy of being taken into very serious
consideration whon they treat of the
same subjects as Doctors and as giving
their private opinion. Indeed, not
only their knowledge of revaaled
doctrine and the multitude of the
ucquiremonte necessary to interpret
the Apostelic boohks powerfully recom-
mend them, but, moreover, God Him-
self bhas bestowed frecly Iis succour
and His lights on theso men, romark-
able for the sanctity of their lives and

progress.  Each doctor, in short, sees
open before him a vast fiold wherein, |
by following a sure direction, Ins zeal |
may be exercised in a signal manner |
und with profit to the Chureh. Ofa |
truth, as to these passages of Holy
Writ which await a certain and well-
defined explanation, thanks to the
benevolent design of the Providence
of God, it may be that the judgment
of the Church will find itself ripened
by preparatory studies. But, touching
thoge points which have been already
settled, the Doctor may play an equally
efficacious role, ecither in more clearly
expounding them to the crowd of the
faithful or in a moldo more skillful to
the educated, or in defending them
more strongly from the adversaries of
the faith. The Catholic interpreter
should accordingly, as a most import-
ant and sacred duty, explain in the
fixed sense theso texts of Scripture
whose signification has been authenti
cally indicated, whether by sacrcd
writers whom the guidance of the Holy
Ghost inspired, 8s occurs in many

their zeal for the truth.

Let tha wnterpreter learn, then, that
he s bound to follow their footsteps
with respect, and avail himself of
therr labors with an ntelligent dis-
crimnation. Nevertheless, o must
not beheve that the road 13 blockegd,
and that he cannot, where a reason-
able doubt exists, go farther in the
line of rescareh and explanation. It
is allowable for him, provided )e
always follows the sage precopt of St.
Augustine, ** not to stray in the slight-
est from the hteral and plain sense
unless whon there 18 some reason
which forbids lum to agree with it or
renders it necessary to bo abandoned.
Thns ruleshould be observed with more
firmness, that, in the midst of the
great ardour of innovation and the
freedom of opinion, there exists a very
grave danger of going wrong. Ho
who teaches the Scriptures must take
_care not to neglect the allegorical or
analogical senso attached by the holy
Fathers to certain words, particularly
when the meaning naturally flows

from tho litoral senee, and is supported
by a largo number or authorities.

Tho Churoh, in fast, has roceived
from the Apostles the modo of mter-
protation, and has approved of it by
its oxawplo, us shown by the liturgy.
It is not that the Fathers protended to
domonstrate by theinscivee the dogmas
of faith, but that they have exporionced
that thig mothod was good to nurso
virtuo and pity. Tho authonty of
other Catholic interproto~s of a truth
is less, novortheleas, sinee DBiblical
studies bave mado o continuous pro-

ress in the Chureh, the honor which
18 their duo should be rondeved to
theee Dootors, and one can borrow
from their works mnnﬁ argumonts
usoful for repelling attacks and elear-
ing up points of controversy. But that
wlueh 18 uusuitable is that the inter.

roter, iguoring or despising the oxcel.
ont volumes wiich our co-rehgiontsts
havo left us in considerable numbers,
shonid prefer heterodox works, and
that to tho imwinent risk of sound
doatrine and too often to the detriment
of the faith, ke should search 1n thom
for the explanation of passages on
wh.oh Catholics bave long and valu.
ably exorcised their talonts and multi-
plied their labors. Although, undeni-
ably, the studies of the heterodox,
wigely utihized, may gometimes e1d tho
Cathohe intorproter, it 18 needful for
him, notwithstanding, to recollent after
tue numorous proofs given by the
ancients that the unaltered sensoe of
Holy Soriptures is to bo found
nowhere outside the holy Church, and
cannot be given by those who, deprived
of the true fuith, cunnot reach the
marrow of Holy Writ, but only nibble
at the rind. It is especially nee- ssary
that tho practice of Scriptures should
epread ilself all over theology and
become 1n a manner its soul. Such
has been at every ago the dootrine of
all the Fathers and of the most
remarkablo theologiuns — doctrine
which they have supported by their
example. They devoted thomselves to
the establishing and strengthening by
the Holy Books all the verities which
are the object of fuith, and thoso which
flow from them; and it 18 thege Holy
Books, as well a3 divine tradition,
which -they have employed to refute
the novel inventions of heretics, to dis-
cover the rai w d'etre (cause of being),
the explanation and the ioter-depend-
ence of Catholic dogmas.

There is nothing surprising in that
to him who reflects on the mnense
spaco the Holy Books occupy amobpg
the sources of divine revelation. To
such & mcasure is this true that, with-
out their study and daily usage, the-
oclogy could not be treated in a way
appropriate and worthy of such a
sctence. No doubt 1t is good that
young people in the seminaries and
universitios should bo trained to
acquire an understanding and know-
ledge of dogmas, and that, starting
from thie articles of faith, they should
deduce their consequences by ratiocina-
tion, cstablished on the rules of
tried and eolid philosophy. All the
same, the sorious and instructed
theologian should not neglect the
interpretation of dogmas based on
the authority of the Bible. In fact
theology draws its principles from
other sciences, but immediately from
God by reveletion. Furthermore, it
hes not recourse to these sciences as
its superior, but employs them as its
inferiorsand its servants. This method
of teaching the sacred science is indi-
cated and recornmended by the prince
of theologiane, St. Thomas Aquinas.
In adaition, he showed how the theo-
logians familiar with the character of
the scienco he cultivated conld defond
its principles did any one attack them.
* In reasoning, should the adversary
accord some of the truths which are
tranemitted to us by rovelation, it is
through the means of Holy Writ we
should carry on discussion with 4ero-
tics, and use ome articlo of faith
against those who deny snother. On



