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Qrtucles Contributed,

The General Assemblies.

Tne Edinburgh papers, from May
24th to June 4th, were, as usual, filled
with * Assembly” news; a sure indication
of the undiwminished popular interest in
what the Churches are doing. The pa-
pers that have come to this side of the
water have been read as eagerly by our
ministers as if they were still living in
old Scotir ; but as thousands of our peo-
ple have not seen them, a few words
about the Assemblies of this year will
not be unwelcome.

Wesay nothingabout the U. P. Synod;
because we have no room, and, compared
either with the Church of Scotland or
the Free Church, it represents local and

- sectarian,rather than national sentiments.
Besides, though admirably organized, it
+is doing little now but holding its own
-in the land, whereas the other two are
-ddding to their strength every year. The
Y. P. Synod did, indeed, take ar import-
zant step in advance this year by all but
rananimously leaving the introduction of
“fmstrumental music an open question to
their congregations. Though the question
was brought up in connection with one
of their congregations in England, the
liberty will at once be ucted upon by
two or three of therr Glasgow congrega-
tions ; and the sound of the organ will
be heard in the U. P. Churches. The
Synod has followed the lead of the
Church of Scotland in this, baving found
it impracticable to stem the tide any
longer.  As dissent is always the natural
resouree in Dissenting Churches, the
Rev.-James &. Taylor of Hutchesontown
U. . Church, Glasgow, who has been
44 years an ordained minister of the
body, has intimated his withdrawal from
it, because of this action of the Synod.
Of course he will consider himself a
“ martyr;” but, ke 2 goed many other
excellent people, he will be “a martyr
by mistake.”

In the Free Assembly, Dr. CharlesJ.
Brown was elected Moderator, — a
pious, scholarly, rather feminine gentle-
man.  His inaugural address was on
“ the Providential History of the Dis-
raption” He aimed to trace God's
band inall connected with that event,—
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in the outward circumstances that paved
the way, in the earnest religious spirit of
the time, in the wonderful talents of
their leaders, and in “the egregious
mistakes” of British statesmen. ~ His
minute acquaintance with all the pur-
poses and plans of the Deity is very
wonderful. ~ Thongh a widely difierent,
and perhaps more reverent interpretation
of “the ten years Conflict" could bLe
given, we shall let it pass. A new gene-
ration has arisen since 1843, to whom
more interesting and vseful work can be
iven than to thresh, for the thirty-first
time, the straw that has been indus
triously threshed at thirty General As
semblies and inpumerable other private
and public assemblages.  * Let us have
peace.”

The finances of the Free Chureh are
in a healthy state, though much of
the roscate hue with which they are
invested is due to the thorongh-go-
ing style of their statisties. Nothing
is omitted; not a single repair on
Churels, or manee, or garden; not asin-
gle contribution-——no seatter in what way
made; and thus ¢. grand total of £432-
000 is made up, less than one-eighth of
which,—£02,000, i for missions of all
kinds, Indian, African, Jews, Continent-
ial, Colonial, &c. Thus £21,000 are
set down as raised by the Free Church
for Education: but when we examine,
we find that less than £10,000 are actual-
1y “raised ;” all the rest is made up of
Government grants, fees, &e.  Ofcovrse
it is alf right to have very full statisties;
but it is not all right, but pesitively dis-
honest, for Free Church sympathizers
and newspapers, in the face of repexted
protests, to take the £40,000 or £50,
000 raised by the Church of Scotland
for missions through its regular Schemes,
and put that alongside of the £432,000
of the Free Church. Even if they putit
alongside of the F. C. £52,600 formissions,
a fair eomparison would not be made:
for in our statistics only the money is
put down that goes through the accounts
of the regular Treasurers, whereas the
F. C. put down everything. Thus Dr.
N Mc%eod announced that the income
for the Indian Mission for the past year
was over £10,000; but had he included,
s he ought, the additional money sub-
scribed in India, the amount would have
been £18,500; and had he included the



