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MRt. EDITOR-It miay be interesting te, the readers of the Record to, kuow

something about the presènt state of inatters iu Cape Breton. By rresbyterial
appointnîcnt, 1 spent three weeks assisting our clergymen ini tit Island while
dispensin<t the Sacranient of the Lçrds Stipper. My expedition affordedl me
very niuc% pleasure, as I had thus an opportunity of spending a, shiort timne in
the genial eompaniqnship of the Rev. James IV. Fraser, ney former college
friend and clasçs-mate. But as nîy tour wvas flot one of pleastire so inucli as one
of worlc, 1 wvish to direct attention to what is doing among our people in Chiurch
matters.

1 landed at the Strait of Canso, %vlcre, 1 was met by Mr. Friser, and after
a drive of a couple of hours, wve arrived safe and sound at bis quarters, ait which

p lace a truly highland, welcomne awaited us. On the following Thursday we
held services in River Inhabitants Church preparatory to the adininistcring of

the Conununiob. The weather was ail that eould be (Iesircd, and the season
of Communion altog'ether vr novable. It was rendered doubly so to, me
ftom the faiet that 10the Rv. M raser and bis good people bave gone to
work, biiut, and lately completed a neat littie Cijureli. Too inuchi gratitude
cannot be rendered te, the pcrsevcring exertions of titis Minister and the good
sense and seif-denial of his people. ,Things look very bright indeed in this part
of the Island, and the reason why we find matters so was fully expresscd to
nie ia one sentence, by an eld man who, shaking my baud ivith his two, said
coneerning the churcb, at the door, of which we -%vere standing: "lAh, sir, it it
were flot Ior Mr. Fraser, she (meauing the churcli) would be rowing iii the
Woods yet." And 1 maýy be permitted to add that my old highiand fA'end and
I are of exaetly the sine opinion. It is to, Mr. Fraser's common sense and
prudence that the churcli owes. its exWeence. -Here we were joined and assisted
Dy theRev. Mr. Brodie, who by forced marches made bis appearance at ten
o'clock on Saturday niglît, and who prcached Gaclie on the two following days
in hie usual impressive, toucliing and eloquent style. We Nvere sorry to lose
hie company and assistance, but on MUonday lie had to leave for Pictou, se, that
Mr. Fraser ar*id 1 were lefi aloiie te our e wn resource.

The young mnen of River Inhabitauts deserve very great praise for the
manner ini whîch they seconded the efforts of Mîr. Fraser in the building of
-their ehurcb. This they did without aid or supplement in any way. Money
they had not, but such as they bad tbey gave; viz., the labour of their hands.
Ine this way they bave erected a building which is a comfort to, tixeniselves
and a credit to, their minister, and an ornament to the country-side.
But River Inhabitants is not the only place in which the evideuce of Mr.
Fraser's labour is seon. At West Bay,- 12 miles distant, he is at work rebuild-
ing an old churcit, and, judging from thxe alreaely improved appearauce, it will
be, wvien completed, a comfortable aud convenient place of publie wvorship. In
it 1 conducted a short serviée, on a week day. The aspect of neatters delighted
mue very much. When 1 arrived ine sight, there.Reemed te bc preparation for
alnxost nnything rather than devotion. Men were on the roof stripping off o]d
shingles, others were hammering here and sawing there, while a number, like
Gadarene Demnoniaes, were wanderine amoncr the iombs. On arriving, my fixst
impression was that 1 had mistaken the d'ày. 1 at once made enquiry 'as te,
whetber they expeeted service or not; to whichi a strong and handsomne young
highlander, with a polite touch to hie forebead (for his cap was on the baek of
bis head), replied: IlYes, sir, we have been waitingt for you." The work -was
stopped instautly-planks were extemporised into pews, the work-bencb con-
stituted the pulpit-and afler a short service the 'work wau rcsumed, the old
ehingles began to fail in-showers from the roof, planes and hanîmers zesumed
their work, and 1 took to, the road on niv return journey through delightful


