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Norant and illiterate clergy have often been a
Curse, and can never be a blessing to the
Peop]e_

I had many other things to say on this
"“hjeot, but have already occupied more space
<han I intencded. My apology is the vast 1m-
Dortance of the subject, and the hasty, and, as

think, irregular manner, in which it was
Passed through the Synod. It may be easily
%own that the scheme of a Provincial Di-
Yinity Hall is not only undesirable and un-
Called for, but, on financial grounds, utlerly
‘mpracticable. Should it be adopted, the
evitable effect will be 1o trustrate the other
*chemes we have undertaken, and undo all
the gaod that has heen done. The Church is
Mready heavily laden with pecuniary otliga-
Yone, which she will find it hara to discharge.

hat, then, is the use of Dalhousie College
10 ua?” ja a question which has been asked.
Teply—the same use to us as to other peo-
t’le- Was Dalhousie College, however, insti-
Ued for our special benefit? I thought

#housie College was an institution intend-
g, 28 it is certainly ftted, to impart a liberal
It Ucation to the rising youth of the country.

It be maintained as suck, its value to the
.i"’"lpce cannot be over-estimated ; and, con-
che T I0g the learned and able men who fill its

Juirs, I think it cannot fail to succeed, pro-
‘ded ecclesiastics do not spoil it.

Wn. M. PHIiLIP.
Truro, August, 1865.
e Qe
O Byamination of Candidates for
‘ the Ministry.

h Tag subject of Licensure for the Ministry
T:: begun to be taken up by our Synod.
i 08h not called to do wuch in this line
Chgorio it has been felt that it belongs to &
“"lr.eh to frame rules and to have things in
UWiness ; consequently, a Committee has
logr. 2ppointed on the subject. In the fol-
Yo, g remarka it is proposed to direct atten-
inq'f, 10 those spiritual qualifications that are

Shensable to the candidates for License.
},‘ﬁ:d, first, there can be no doubt that it
the 88 to a Charch Court to examine into
trig) fitness of the candidate. It appoints
itiy and also conducts examinations, so that
fiyy. ‘e reaponsible body. And what is that
oni 8 that is requisite P To make it consist
thy 0 scholarship, or in possessing a moral
"™cter, is much beneath the mark. A
ﬁ"d Morai cheracter would be required in a
%.‘hﬂ’y but a candidate for the ministry
de2Pt to exhibit sumething higher and more
\oih;"’“earneunen and devotedness, love
ity vork and to the Saviour, whose work
ifloy . IN short, without certain spiritual qual-
Proons, it will be allowed that he is not
t.hf“ly qualified. Schnlarship is indispen-
be o} 20d, to be & workman not needing to
l.,:l:.l“ﬂ_led, he must be able ; but then scho-
P is not everything, and therefore it

belongs to Presbyteries and Synods to do
something in a spiritual direction, imposing
and testing the qualifications of entrante, If
they do not, they either declare these quali-

 ficutions are not neceseary, or trivial, or that

they are unable to guide in the matter, both
of which are humbling confessions. A few
years ago, Dr. N. McLeod, with the approval
of the Assembly, pled for a converted miniss
try, that he who would win others must
himself be on the Lord’s side—that he must
be more than a mere cymbal or utterer of
traths that would be rerviceable in converta
ing others to God. Why, then, dou ecclesi-
astical bodies move sn litile in this spirituel
direction? Examine the law or practice of
Presbyterians gengrally, and they will be
found defective jp this respect. Not ail,
however, for, to Mt credit and to the ele-
vation of the ministry, some in this land
require their youth to state the motives that
induce them to apply for Licensure; and in
the States, where matters, happily, are stiil
stricter, a spiritual test may be imposed ; but,
generally, an amount of Tighglogy and a fair
character are all that areudged necessary.
But we “.dn not know the Bgait, and are no
judges.” Neither do we know the hearts of
intending comwmunicants, and yet ministers,
anxious to fulfil thelr duties as unto Christ,
inquire of youth §50 fhi'Inotives that induce
them to apply ; 'Wnd “éertainly ‘that minister
is either very creduloud of human nature, or
else most easy-guing and perfunctory, who
takes for granted that religious inquirers are
actuated only by the true and best motives.
But if we enquire why youth propose thems
selves for communicants, is it not equally,
nay, more necessary to know, what reasons
induce candidates to. propose for- the minis-

try? 1 say more requisite, for the latter’

aspires to be the guide of the flock; and
unless they have elevated aims and pure mo-
tives, how shall the people acquire them ?
Like pastor, like people. The latter may be
expected to sink down into the level of the
former. Then let nothing prevent us from
requiring of candidates those qualifications
which the nature of the ministry obviously
involves, for—

(1.) It is right of a spiritusl court to do
80, and would tend to elevete the ministerial
office. -

(2.) Itis for the advantage of the candi-

‘date himself, who may not afterwards com-

plain that he was without direction as to his
course or motives, .

And (3.) It would tend to *‘ separate the
precious from the vile,” the earnest from the
indifferent, and devoted from the careless.

In ehort, it would accomplish & practical
benefit.

Now, what sort of test is requisite? Some-
thing in the form of a declaration that, from
love to Christ and to souls, the candidate has
desired the office, and engages to devote
hima-If to itd prosecution, would suffice; or




