
CHANGE 0F PATRONYMIC.

Act )f Parliament. The Americau authorit.;es itîl, so far as known,
coifm this principle, soine, howeirer, reqiiiring that the chenge,
tu be valid, must be ini pursuance et an honeist piurpose, ond not
patently fraudulent; and others holding that %v -e at a
exista, it definea, limita and even supplants the con, mon Iaw
right. In this view, it ia apparent «chat a statute. (li-awn with a
view to protect, both publie and rivate intereste ns thvse exisiL
toduy armong civilized collununitieé, la essential te mneet the er se;
since the f ree right granted by the Ct'mmon Law is totally unfittedi
tD conditions iniposed by modern commercial life.

It is quite linnecesaary to state that a right %which could safely
b-, permitted te be exercised by the Bubjeet in the time cf Queen
Elizabeth, rnight prove harmful or even disastrous to public
interests if perinitted today. The vast and coniplicated, system
of statute law, amending the cominon law in thousands of particu-
lare, and being ln turn itself almaost daily subjected to atneù(C-
ment, proves how law changes and must al-ways change to rneet
the requirernents of eaeh age and generation. The interesas of
society toflay demnand that there shall ho both certainty and,
wvithin certain clearly defined liùnits, permanency ini the name of a
citizen in or(ier to fix his identity. To permit such change, as
the ancl:ent Commnon Law did, at thc mnere whirn and fancy of the
bearer-a change which could, if desired, be repeatedi once each
month, and %vas entirely without written record-Nwould dis-
arrange the wvhule inachinery of the modern business world.
To the trader of today, an exact and permanent name is as
essential as te a corporation. Without public. confidence in ita
perrnanency commerce could riot be carried on.

Police officialb are well aware that gangs of criminals, known as
confidence thieves, have operated for years throughout the United
States, and general ly successfully, by adopting the kirple expedient
of a complete new bet of nrnes togethe- wîth a radical, change
of base for eh new exploit. Aznong a population of oue hundred
millions, apread over a vast territory, this la net difficuit. One3
favorite method la for a firm, calling themselves A., B. & C., to
settie in a saal town as newcimers, open.. perhaps, a clothing
store, and deposit a substantial surn ln cash with the local bank.
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