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“of hier feelings to escape her; butshe smiled

approvingly, and held out her hand, which
Kate tovk “and kissed with a look of love
-and deep respect.

Mr Bond came home to dinner; he
brought a large packet, which he very care-
fully placed on a side table.

<0, father, have you bought us any
Christmas presents 7 said Charley, climb-
ing on the kuee of his indulgent prrent.

- “Wait till after dinuer, my son,and then,
if your mother is able Yo open the packet,
you will see what 1 have bought.

«But I want tosee now, father, Don’t
you want to sce what there is, Kate?”

« No—that is, 1 will notask to see till
mother can open the packet,” said Kate.

Mr Bond, who always dreaded Kate's
noisy and often violent importunities, was
surprised to hear her speak so gently, aud
he looked around to see what occupied
her. But she was sitting quictly by her
mother.

Presently they were summoned to dinner,
and during the meal Kate never once raised
fier vorce when speaking, above its common
tone; nor did she make a gesture of im-
patience at any delay which occurred in her
being helped ; aud she passed Charley’s
plate without a single scowl.

¢« Whuta very pleasant Christmas dinnez
we have had,” remarked Mr Bond to his
wife, as they left the table; ¢ the children
have bebaved so well 1”7
_ "The children ! it was only because Kate
had been good ; the others were very quiet
children, but she had usually contrived

to keep some of them in an uproar.

*  « Now for the presents !” said Charley.
The packet was brought by Lucy, Kate for
once suflering her to take the lead without
apposition,

What a rich display of books met the
sight of the young Bonds, as the packet was
opened. * Here,” said Lucy, * only see,
mother, this Tokenis foryou: it has your
nime—¢from Charles G. Bond to his be-
loved wife, Mary Bond—a Token of af-
fection.” ”

« How beautiful it is,” said XKate, her
eyes sparkling with delight—** O, Iam so
glad dear mother hasa present ?”

« And heve,” said Mrs Bond, ““is the
Magnolia for Lucy,and the Gift, for Kate,
edited by & lady, (and 1 think it isa lady’s
work to edit annuals)—and hereis the Bos-
ton Book for Frank, and the pretty Keep-
sake, for Charley, anda horn book, for little
Ada. O,vwe are all rich in these remem-
brauces of affection.”

«¢ [ do not think these annualsare worthy
of all praise,” remarked Mr. Bond ; ¢ the
literary contributions ought to be of a more
serions, uscful and elevated character; but
they are far less exceptionable than the
fashionable novels ; and then the arts of
design and engraving are encouraged by
the annuals, On this ~ccountit is that I
shall alweys consider it a duty to purchase

Y

our own works of this description; but the|
forcigu annuals have nosuch claims.” i

Mr. Boud was stopped in his critical re-|
marks by the gravity of the children, who|
had now brought out their own store of!
presents, and each one was giving sumething |
to their parents, aiul to each other. }

t 1 have nothing for my brother Frank,”
said Kate, sorrowfully. X

Ier mother gave her a small packet—
tthatis in room ol your box,” she whispered.

Kate opencd 1t, and there was a aew
Chinese puzzle, the blocks of which n-ght!
be formed into one huidred and seventyone |
curious forms, representing fortifications, !
bridges, towers,&e.; and there were twenty-
cight geometrical figures, which Mr Bond
observed would be a usclul study for Fruank !
and the girls too,

«Yes, 1 think it will be an instructive:
amusement for Kate,” said Mrs, Bond ;
¢« and she can assist Frank in puzzling out
the puzzles.”

¢ It requires more patience than my jittle
rattlecap ofn Kate possesses, 1 fear,” said
Mr. Boud, passing his arm fondly around
his daughiter’s waist.

« O, but l am going to be a pattern of
patience, father—1 am, indeed.”

¢ You are a good girl to-day, very—and
you can always be thus, if you try, Kate;
but” —

+Q, do not express any doubts, my dear,”
said Mrs. Bond. < Kate has undertaken
to govern her own temgper, and to be good
—she will persevere.”

¢ God bless you, my child, and strength-
en you to keep your resolutions,” said Mr. |
Bond, solemnly, laying his hands on the
head of his daughter.

«Q, 1 will try, father—1 feel so happy
since 1 began to be good, that I shall per-
severe, If I find myself growing angry
or cross, I will remember this pleasant
Christinas, and then Ishall be able to con-
quer my bad feelings.”

Cheerfulness.—1It is better to tread the
path of life cheerfully, skipping lightly over
the thorns and briers that obstructyourway,
than to sit down under the hedge lamenting
your hard fate. The thread of a cb.erful
mun’s life, spins out much longer thaun that
ofamanwho iscontinually sad aud desjon-
ding. Prudent conduct in the concerns
of this life ishighly necessary ; but if distress
succeed, dejectionand despair will not afford
relief. The best thing to be done when cvil
comes upon us, is not lamentation, but
action ; not to sit and sufler, but to rise and
seek the remedy.

The purpose of life.—The design of the
Almighty in placing us in this world is that
we jaay prepare foranothor : thisisthegrand
end of ourexistence.~Therefore all things
in life ought to be made subservient to it.

to bo put anin reference to the fithess toan-
swer the design of it, viz :toprotectthe body
against the inclemency of the weather
Worldly coods ought to be regurded) solel
as the medium of procuring the necessaries of
life, and the desice of laying wp to an
indefinite amonnt, oughtuot to he indulged,
We onght, in agreat measure, to be indiffor.-
ent to the varous circumstauces in life;
pleasure or pain ; poverty, or riches; pros-
penty, or advensity : we are but *‘straggers
and pilgrims,” ¢ sojomners” here below:

“No matter whi-h my thoughts einploy,

A moment’s misery or joy ;

Bu: O! when both ghall end,
Where shall [ find iy destined place?
Shiall T 1y cverlusting days
With ficnds or angels spend 27

That's the main point.  Eternityought to be
all, and should swallow up all the rest.

Post-offrce, Hulifax, Dec. 14, 1836.
The Mail for England, by H. M. P,
Starr, will be closed on MoNDAY evening
next, at 5 o’clock. >

MARRIED.

On Tucsday, by the Rev. Mr. BMorrison,
Mr. Georye Conrad, of Laicrence Town, to
AMiss Susanne Elizabetlh Rombkey, of South
cast Passage, Dartmouih.

On Suturday crening last, by the Rev.
Thomas Taylor, M. Philip Lefler, to Mar-
garet Cochran, botl of this place.

DIED,

On Tuesday, the 6tk instant, Margaret,
eldest daughter of the late Cupt. dthol,
aged 7 years.

On Suturday afterncon lust, dlary Ker-
wick,ayed 17 years.

Larly thes merning, after a short but-
severe tlluess, in the 29th year of his age,
Mr. John Eustace, of this town ; Funeral
willtake pluce on Sunday, at onc o’clock:
the friends end acquaintance of the family
are respectfully invited to attend.

At New York, on Friday, the 2d day of
December,instant, after a protracicd illness,
Eliza Lee, cldest daughter of John Tremain,
Esg.

STATIONARY, &u.c.
The Sabscriber ofters for sale on reasonable
terins :
RITING PAPER of all kinds,
Drawmg and colored Paper.
BLAXNK BOOKS, various sizes.
SCI1OOL BOOKS of all kinds, and
a variety of cheap Ilistorical and
other works, Children’s Books.
Slates, Penknives, &c. ] y
ALso. 100 reams Printing Demy
Paper; Wrapping do of va:ious sizes, and
a large assortment of Blank C wds.
Novembet 4. ‘J. MUNRO,

s Bills of Lading, Seamen’s

Food ought to be taken simply in referrence
to the support ofthe body.  Clothingought

v -
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Articles, &c. &c. for:sale.at this
oflice. . . :
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