THE MISSIONARY RECURD.

an e state of the wicked in deah is
woken of as a sleep, as irit was in no
s different from that of the righteous
shosleep inJesus : * And many of them
that sleep in the dust of the carth shall
aitke, some to everlas ine lite, and some
“shame and everlasting contempt.” Bat
the same state to ditferent persons may
wesess a very diflerent character. ‘The
A of the doomied eriminal may to ano-
dwr person be  but a pleasant sleeping
ambers Argyle found his heap of straw
avowrh of 1epose  Su, the grave is a
tul of vest to the belinver, and o the be-
fover alone. It is not so to the unbe-
jever.  To him it is a prison
house: it retains all its hidvous and
loathsome features : it is a cell of ghastli-
uess and corruption 5 it is the unmitigat-
of grave }

In this sense may the believer be said
to sleep in death : death to him is repose:
e grave is a couch ofrest.  ‘Theappal-
tmy character of” death, and the hideous
tewtures of the grave, ave alike chauged

Butthe believer sleeps “in Jesus”; that
i« lis body is in Christ’s kecpicg  The
egnsatatory truth is here intimated, that
the very dust of believers is kept by
Christ ull the last and great day. ft
might scem an extravagant unotion that
nhat is so loathsome to ourselves after
death, that we are fain to bury it out of
our sight, should be so precious in the:
eve of Christ, and carefully wa-ched and
preserved by him j that he who guides
the revolutions of worlds should have his
cre upor some particles of dust, till the
time when he will raise it from the grave,
and give it new life and consistency ina
form like unto his own glorious bedy,—
But the trath is undoubtedly taught in
the S-riptures. It is implied in the ve-
ryexpression @ thew which sleep in Je-
sz » the dead which dée in the Lord.”
There is a union between the believer
and Christ, which death does not sever,
and which exists amid all the marks of
degradation which are to be found in the
grave. The body is a part of our com-
ponnd nature; and as believers are a
part of Chuist’s body the church, the bo-
dies of belicvers are united to Christ,
form a portion of his mystical body, and
are not renounced, or cast away, cven in
death, Wonderful as the trath 1s, then,
itisnot the less a truth that the bodies
of beliavers are carefully kept by Christ,
0 that they will be raised at the last in
no feature altered, although in every fea-
ture glorified, made like unto Christ’s
glorious body, And thus evea while
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they are in thew graves, thes sleepin Je-
«us, they restin their beds: the grave
is but a place of rest; whers they Lave
ceased tor ever from earthly toil, and
where all suffering is at 2n end.

But we are far.ber told that— them
alsy which sleep in Jesus will God briug
wity him”.

The resurrection of believers, we aro
taught, is in consequence of Cluist's re-
sarreetion,  Lhe apostle says: « 1t we
believe that Jesus died and rose again,
even s0 them albo which sleep in Jesus
will God bring with him™: where the
counection between Chrst’s vesurreeti-
on aud that of" believers is pluinly
recognised.  The same connection s
trace’l by the apostle, and argued more
at length, in the 13 h chup. ol 13t Cor,,
12-28. Now, the idea in this connexion
is not that the resurrection itself, but
that the blessedness of the resurrection,
of believers, will be in consequence of
Christ’s resurreciion.  The wicked will
be raised up as well as believers, but
their resurrection is in ho sense in con-
sequence of Christ’s, has no connesion
with it, and 1hey will be raised up only
to punishment  But Christ’s resurrecti-
on has secured for the believer a resur-
rection after @ similar manner. * Christ
the first {ruits ; afterwards they who are
Christ’s at his coming.” The resurrec-
tion of Christ was the seal put upon his
work, and by that work he secured re-
demption to all who believe. Christ's
pescple were included in him as their re-
presentative in all that he did: hence
even in his resurrection he was “the first
fruits of them that slepty™ and, we are
told, “as in Adam all died (all who wers
represented by Adamn) so in Christ shall
all (alt who were represented by him) be
made alive.” They died in the first Ad-
am, they are quickened in the second:
« Them also which sleep in Jesus will
God bring with him” ‘The aposte con-
tends for this, on the facy that -Christ
died and rose again. Iy we believe;"”
not as thongh they did not believe, but,
thus believing, they might be assured
that, them which slept w Jesus, God
would bring with him.

But there is wore than the doctrine of
the resurrection here: there is the pa.
thering together of Christ's at his coming:
» Them also which sleep in Jesus wall
God bring witk him.” Being raised with
aglorious body,they willgo toswell Chuist's
traic when he comes in his kingdom.
They will form a part of that glorious re-
tinue with which Christ .will come. t9



