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THE STUDY OF ENGLISH. 7
expression, or harmony, depends upon the cocrect use of rhetor-
jcal forms. Our system of grading schools upon the reading
book is the correct one. We could not better it if we tried. Al
that is necessary is for us to make the reading lesson an intc lec-
tual drill, just as the arithmetic lesson is now made.

In attempting to do this, it must be remembered that non-
essentials always assume a greater magnitude than they really
possess  Our present forms of spelling arve difficult to master,
hence the disposition to concentrate effort upon this part of the
work, at the expense of everything eclse. Rxpression has been
nextin difficulty, because of the hard, unnatural way that children
usually utter any thought which is not their own. The essential
work, which is definition and the consequent comprehension of
the thought, has, thercfore, been almost entirely neglected. The
result has been an exclusive development of the memory. Except
the definitions of a few words, and those words of special mean-
ings that very much restrict their general usefulness, the young
pupil must pick up his knowledge of the langnage in a very de-
sultory manner. His capacity development is, therefore, uncer-
tain, and much slower than it should be. Unless he continue long
ennugh in the different grades to get through with some other study n
which he s taught more rationally, he will goout into the world almost
as helpless as when he entered school.

The only opportunity the teacher has of making his work count
in every step of the pupil’s progress, is thus thrown away by the
teacher. This is the great secret of the existing discontent. The
real elixir could not have been of more value to the old alche-
mists than the realization of this fact would be to the majority of
district teachers.

What is the teacher to do in the school-room to accomplish
this? Concentrate his energies upon the definitions of word and
thought. There is really not so much difficulty as with the non-
essentials. The first step is the etymology of the word; the
second, a mastery of its applied meanings ; the third, its figurative
uses, if it has any; and the fourth, a full meaning of the thought
under consideration. Of course, progress by pages will be slow,
but actual progress will be remarkable. With such discipline as
this, let the pupil go out into the world from the school-room
whenever he will, he will know and his teachers will feel that
the school has done all for him that it can do, The paragraph



