
TIIE STUDY 0F ENGLISH. 'i

exp)ression, or harmnony, dep)ends uIOfl the coerect iu.-e of' rhetor-
ieu] forms. Oui- system of' grading schools u onl the reading
booki is the correct one. XXe could not botter it if we tried. AUl
that is neCessaL-y is for us to maze'tlie reading lesison an int,,-ie-
tuai drill, just as the arithmetic lesson is now made.

In ýattempting to do this, it m-ust, be remernbered th-at non-
essentials always assume a greater magnitude than they really
possees Our' present forms of speliîfl are difficuit 10 master,
hence the disposition to concentrate effort upon this part of' the
wvork, at the expense of everything else. Expression lias been
next in (IiffiCUlty, because of the hard, annatural way that eh idren
usually utter any thought which is not their own. The essential.
work, whichi is d&finition and the conse4uent comprehension of
the thought, has, therefore, been almost entirely ne-Iected. The
resuit bas been ai) exclusive deceloprnent of the memory. £xcept
the (lefinitions of a feW words, and those words of special inean-
ings that very mueh restrict their general usefulness, the young

pui nust pick tup bis knowvIcdge of the latiguage in a ceyd-
sultory manner. Ris capacity developmetit is, therefbre, uncer-
tain, aud mach slower than it, shoald be. Unless he continue long
enougli in thue difeérent grades to yet t1rough icith sonie other study in
wichl he is tauglit more rationally, he wcill go out ito the zworl atrnost
as helpless as when he entered sckool.

The only opportunity the teacher bas of makzing, bis 'vork count
in every step of the pup)il'.s progress, is thus thu'own away by the
teacher. This is the great secret of the existiing discontent. The
i'eal elixir could net have been of more value Uo the old alche-
mists than the 1icalization o? thiýs fact, wuuld be Vo the majority of'
district teachen-.

What is the teacher to do in the -clool--oom to accomplish
this? Concentrate bis eneu'gies apon the definitious cf- word and
thought. There is really not se much (IiffCulty as with the non-
cssentials. The first step is the etymology cf the word; tho
second. a mastr-y of its applied meanings ; the third, ils figturative
Uses, if it bas any; and the fourth, a full mreaning of the thougbt
ander consideration. 0f course, progress by pages ivili bo slow,
but actual progress wili be 1-rarkzable. With such discipline as
this, lot the pupil go eut into the world from the school-room
whenever ho will, he will kiiow and his te-achers wilt feel that
the sehool bas done ail for him that it can do. The pai'agraph


