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within the hero's soul. The valiant warrior has his reward at last,
but it is ten years in coming-ten long years ! With a heroine who
needs ten years to find o~ut the state of hier feelings, and a liero %vho
takes as long to corne to the important point, it is littie wvonder if
the modern, busy reader is in danger of losing patience. But Savage
Keith Rickman is flot an ordinary hero but a strange, ivonderful
character, and Miss Sinzlair has drawn him with a masterly sîcili
and a rare combination of delicacy and powver. He is the possessor
of the "divine ffire," that mysterious, heaven-born gift men caîl

.genlus; lit possesses, too, that inexplicable something termed mag-
netisrn, but lie is .a complex construction, -exceedingly complex,-
and hie is six different things besides a poet. Although having given
manilestations of extraordinary genius at an early age, the divine
lire burned unsteadily ; tlie poet elament wvas in danger of being
crushed by the cor'flicting forces that wvent to make up this very in-
terestîng human medley. Like many another youthful poet and
dreamier, Keith Rickman %vas inclined to seck for inspiration in
stran ge places, and to offei tlîe incense [rmn his sacred fire on altars
by no means divine. But tlîe errîng prodigv met bis fate, as the
prosiest do sometimies, and for hlm fate broughit salvation. The
-lare of Ulic crowvded Lond'ýn streets, through wvhicli he wvas wont to
chase the Fugitive Joy. ever alluring, ever eluding, îvas forgoenn

thec clear, steady liglht of Lucia Harden's eyes, magnetic, like his
own, but softly revealing tlie beauty of a soul wvhose unconscious
nmission wvas to lcad men Ilonward and upwvard" w'hile the low
miusic of the Variet:; Theatre, wvliere hie had sought for Illife,'" died
awvay forever in the exquisite mclody of Beethoven's Sonata Ap-
pasionata, played by the %wonan wvho had enthralled bis soul ; even
recoursc to champagne was no longer neccssary, since a cup of inno-
cent black coffee offered by Lucia, and drunk in lier company, pro-
duced the sublimest kind of inspired intoxicatic>n. The wondcrful
effect on the young- poet's life of the entrance into it of this woman,
whose chief beauly was "'from within,> how it transforined him, how
it helped him to risc superior to the accidents of birth and environ-
ment, how, inspired by it, hie triumphed over ai obstacles> and even
conquered a cockney accent, hîow hie shivered and starved in a
miserable g-arret, repclling alI temptations wvhile hie paid a debt of
hionor that separatcd him from the goal of his desires, how his
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