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was awvay off ini the East, either Soo or 5,000
miles fromi India, & that wbile regular
steamers sailed for the latter the former was
reached by a ship when she went there. A
line of fast steamshiys of the Atlantic grey-
hound order from X ancouver to Yokohama
(which is now known ta be the chief trading
port of Japan) gave form ta the nebulous ideas
that had existed on the geographical position
of Japan, & this route continued to Shanghai
& Hong Kong, estabiished a commercial
highway that, figuratively speaking, bends
beneath its weight of business. ht lias been
a refutation of the axiomi ex nihilo nihil fit, &
lias driven the pessimiist inta other fields for
maournful incredulity. japan with its strange
incongruities is now fatiliar in our moutbs as
household words, & we have realized 13y ob-
servation that China is more Chinese thau
ever; & by its examipie the great highway
hias awakened the ambition of Australia. En-
terprise & energy are contagiaus virtues.
If Japan, said Mr. Huddart, why not Austra-
lasia, & the regular line from Vancouver ta
Honolulu & Sydney was the answer, a line
which hlas added to the nautical disturbance
of a Canadian harbor which, until the corn-
ing of Van Horne, was plaugbed only by the
keel of the Indian canoe ; a figure of speech
wbich must be taken as meant, by reason of
the absence of keels? on Indian canoes. Thus
the back street hias been brougbt into a more
busincss-like condition, but stili is short of
that condition of a perfect thorougbfare whicb
the untiring ambition of the President of the

*C.P.R. is working (o secure. It is not yet
the Regent Street of Eastern traffie, stili iess
the Strand or Oxford Street, but it now ac-
tiveiy competes for the best ciass of business.
To iurther increase its attractivenesa & use-
fulness Van Hone-for the name, thus used
naw signifies somnething more than an indivi-
dual-has urged the establishment of a fast
line of steamers across the Atlantic. The St.
Lawrence route, hie hoids ta be vastly superior
ta that by New York; more beautiful, more
expeditiaus, & with a large proportion af
smooth-water navigation. Gilbert, ini one of
his charming operettas, says that "lta iay
aloft in a biowling breeze mnay tickle a lands-
man's taste," but ladies are not partial ta
howling breezes, very seldomn lay aloft except
in an upper berth, & even the accustomed
traveller usually prefers ta promenade the
deck ai a vessel on an even keel. Therefore,
says the exploiter oi new paths, establish a
fast route which will attract American as well
as European voyageurs. On the pros & cons
ai this question it is nat aur purpose ta argue;
it is mentioned mereiy as a branch oi the main
idea which it hias been Sir Wm. Van Homne's
desire to inîpress upon Canada.

This is Van Homne as the world ai stran-
gers, seeking a cancrete personality of a
great enterprise, knows the President of the
C.P.R. But there yet remains Sir William as
known by his friends & business associates.
In the purview of their experieuce there is Sir
William in his office, at his home in Montreal,
at his summner house at St. Andrews, N.B., &
in the " Saskatchewan '-that is the name of
the private car iom the rear window of whicb
he hias made himseif familiam with each section
of the miany that are conipmised in the road
froin St. John, N.B., tao Vancouver, & in wbich
many distinguished persans have travelled
"imonm ocean ta acean;" & cancerning bis
idiosyncrasies when found at beadquarters,
we may borrow what hias already been said
elsewheme with reasonable accuracy.

On the second fluor ai that great, grey,
Norman castie-like building, at the corner ai
Windsor Street, Montreal-a stones throw,
if you can throw a stone that far, below the
Windsor Hotel-are the offices of the C.P.
R's. executive. lime was when one door
anly stood between the visitor & the man
wbom sa many wanted ta reacb, & when the
bolder pushied it open & got ahead ai the

more diffident. Now it is another matter.
The man wvbo desires ta seli a patent cork-
screw for opening ginger aie in the dining-car,
or bas a scheme for crossing ta Vancouver Is-
land under the straits, must pass more than
one officiai Cerberus. But assoming bim ta
be ane whose business equires the here &
now personai consideration af the C.P.R's.
President, he is shown into Sir Wm. Van
Hones raom. His first view ai that gentle-
man is a back view. Seated-no, nat seat-
ed, but astride a peculiar chair, such as tno
man ever before sat in-befare a cylindricai
desk, he will sec a mati of middle height,
stout, dark-baired, sligbtly bald, smoking a
cigar & dictating ta a secretary at an adjoin-
ing table. The sentence finishied, this gentle-
man, usinig bis foot on the ground as a lever,
spins his chair round and faces bis visitor. If
bis eye rests an a friend, the usually calm, un-
eadable caunitenance lightens up witlî a snîile

of welcotne, & a cheerful word of recognition
baving been uttered, an acrobatic movement
etipties the chair, & Van Horne, settling the
cigar more comifortabiy in bis tnouth by a
rapid movement ai bis lips, extends bis band
ta greet bis acquaintance.. Having seated his
friend be seats itansef-no, be re-straddles.
How be manages that chair no one knows.
The unwary wbo attempt ta sit in it are
thrown, as surely as if tbey tried ta sit on anc
oi Buffalo Bili's branchas, but it is as gentie
as a lamb beneatb Van Horne. Now tbe vis-
itar is either a friend af the C. P. R. or be is
not. Van Homne recognizes no intermcdiary
sentiment. If he be onie unsound in iaitb, then
be has ta deai with a palite but inscrittable
beir.g, wbo will pleasantiv guide the inquimer
inta mazes afirimeconclable conclusiotns, iromn
which he can find no outlet. He will obtain
the facts, possibly, ai whicb he is in search,
but at sucb angles, so ta, speak, that he wili
neyer be able ta put tbemn into shape, & the
last stage ai that mat's understanding will be
worse than the first. If he is a friend he wili
find a mentor ta wbom ail things appertaining
ta railways, & many other subjects, are iam-
iliar, & tbat wbich be desires ta know wili be
made clear & easy ai comprehension.

Van Horne is tharough. He goes ta the
root ai the matter, & by word & diagrain be
expiains it up ta the flower. He is great at
the use ai the diagrani. He is an artist &
likes ta illustrate. Settling the cigar wbich
bas gone out, in bis rnouth, taking a pencil in
bis hand & balancing (bat mast peculiar chair,
be illustrates bis information as he proceeds,
occasionaily making a dasb inta figures on a
supplementary sheet of paper, until bis story
& bis picture is compiete, & the information
sogbt is so plain that be who runs may read.
He neyer thinks it too mucb trouble ta ex-
plain. He does not wonder wby the question
is asked, or why he is asked ta answer it.
He may decline ta give information for reas-
ans wbich are sufficient ta hiniseli, but the 1I
cant be botbered" plea is neyer urged; &
the lucidity ai bis explanations is eqoailed by
the extent af bis knowiedge. Tackle bu aon
wbat you wiil & yo wiii find that from per-
sonal investigation or frarnitbe resaurces of
bis library be knows it, probably more about
it than bis questianer. To nonplus him you
must ask bun about sometbing tbat bas gone
wraong, some false repart about the railway ;
some stupidity ai the employes having serious
cansequences, or some scbeme whicb is in-
tended ta " get abead " ai the C. P. R. Then
the chair spins round, the acrobatic mavement
takes place & Van Horne, rubbing the top oi
bis head, dawing heavily at bis cigar, paces
bis ooni, troubied in bis mind & uncertain
whetber ta let fly in western vernacular or to
comment an the circumstance with deceptive
maderation. Sometirnes nioderation carrnes
the day; sametitnes bis opinion is given in
language ai startling originaliy. Except
when (bus put out he is goad temper personi-
fied. Tbe clerks in the next room bear sud-

den bursts ai iaughter or continued chuckling
as the business is transacted in the Presidents
roomi. Vatn Horne is keenly alive ta bumor,
& likes ta tell or hear ai a goad joke. In the
once celebrated correspondence regarding a
timber limit iin the Cypress His, a certain
member ai Parlianient informed bis carres-
pondent (bat he couid carry out a plan tbat
be had in view were it not that *' that aid
brute Van Homne would not agree ta it." Sonie
tinie after the saine menber wrate ta the C.
P. R. office for a a pass or some other favor,
& Van Horne dictatcd the reply. The mem-
ber was infarmied (bat the secretary wouid he
happy ta comply with bis equest, but " that
(bat aid brute Van Homne wouid nat agree ta
it.

[n bis hotme on Sberbroak Street, Montreal,
Sir William is anc ai the most genial & bas-
pitable ai hasts. He is a laver oi comiomts &
of art. [n bis business he is anxiaus for the
comfort ai bis passengers, in bis bouse for
tbat ai bis friends. He is nat a bookworm, or
a collector ofi many volumes, but a lover ai
books, & fanciful as ta their make-up. Their
contents are tbe first consideration witb bim,
but their case ai bandling & neatness ofiap-
pearance iollow bard upon it. la the iow &
convenient cases that surround bis cosy work-
ing rooni are copies ai every procurabie work
an tbe Notbwcst froni the time ai Charles I.
ta the present day. He is a connaisseur ai
J apanese art, af whicb he lias an almost price-
lesa collection, including personal presents
from the Emperor, & bis pictures banging
here, there & ail ovem the bouse, are not anly
ta the uninitiated beautiful examples ai weii-
known painters, but also, I understand, mneet
the approbation ai the judges. Severai rooms
naw supply the accommodation that in bis
foriner bouse on Dorchester Street was iound
ex-necessitate in the one he called bis " den."'
The library already ailuded ta bas soiid mod-
ern British comfort somnewbat etbercalized by
suggestions ofijapan, & beme & there of mcd
lmevai Europe. A casual giance raund shows
a pair ai rare aid Italian daggers, sometbing
iran Tokia, the latest art publications fran
London or Paris, a bundle ai type-wmitten let-
(crs ta be signcd, or an arcbitect's tracing
waiting the expeimentai corrections ai (bat
inevitable bloc pencil whicb Sa many connect-
cd with the President ai the C.P.R. regard as
the gift ai Satan for tbeir persecutian. Theme
is enough ai eacb ta make tbe room pleasing
ta the eye & artistic intelligence, whiie grate-
fui ta the case ai the Philistine. Recent
years bave addcd largcly to Sir William's
stock ai paintings, in wbich are includcd seine
of Manticelli, Rembrandt, Labrador & nat a
few iran the newest sehool afi inpressionists.
Sir William is hinseli a painter ; a seif-taugbt
one, & produces fltot nly ciever caricatures ai
bis friends, but charming littie landscapes ai
fancy or familiar spots. Same ai tbese you
may first meet in the raw, s0 ta say, in the
painting roani, looking like mad escapades ai
uruly paint, & afterwards find framed & in
tbeir rigbt mind in some corner down stairs,
looking as pretty as a picture. There is anc
iandscape wbicb bangs in a corner ai bis
drawing-room easy ai access, & whicb is anc
of bis most successiol works. He is fond ai
sbowing these paintings ai master bands
wbicb be nossesses, & ready in answcring
questions about (hem. When he bas taken a
visitar around the walls lie gcncraiiy manages
ta hait bim opposite bis own landscape & then
leave im for a minute, & on bis et arn he
usually bears, " This is a vemy pretty picture."
or as anc pictume caliector put it, " This is
ane ai the best pictures in the room ; wbo is
it by ? " That,' says Van Horne, " is a
landscape by a Dutcb. painter. It is nat
sigtied, but it is by a well-known man in some
circles, some Dutcb name." Sometinies be
does & sometimes be daes not inform bis vis-
itar that the Dutc time is W. C. Van Homne.

Failing ta find Sir William in bis study you


