SEPT. 13h, 1893.,

TORONTO HAVEN AND PRISON-

GATE MISSION.

To the Editor:

Sir,-4W:ll yiou kimdly allow oe to calk
the attention of the readers of the Canada
Preshyterinn to a benevolent work ‘m
Toronto which s in meed of helpi at the
‘Dregent. [ refer to the Haven and Pris-
on Gate Mission. The object of the in-
Stitution is to shelter, sofar as rootwwill
allow, ali destitute, frienxless, sick, hep-
less, wnfortunate and fall'n girls  and
Women who may apply.

It is now about fifteen years simce the
Haven was apencd, and during that time
thousands of young womtm (many of them
of_trmder years), aged, gray-haircd  ones
and little echéldren have been sheltered.
Some of these hanve been cared for months
and years, and frequently we have had
the great cat saction of returning wan-
derers to  thelr homes and sorrowing
friemds.  Gur tamutes are from jails, re-
"J'!"mf.moriv-s, police courts, hospita’s, dis-
Orderly louwes, the streets, froav gervice,
sick or ' trouble, jrom country homes,
havng ;un away, apd from: respectable
J““m‘{‘s, deserted w ves 1nd their children.

A new wing s in course of erection.
In this wa expect to have better appli-
amees for (ur ipdustrial work, as well a8
additional slecping room for forty. Just
bere frionds can help us. The xum of
twenty.ive dollars widl pyrchase an iron
bedstead with all requirempnts and con-
Veniences for one person, and we earnestly
ask individnals, soeietics, and bands  of
Workers to help us rescue the fallen, and
Drovide for the uacared-for by undertak-
h’_'g the furnishing of cme O three rooms.
I win gladly furnish further in ormation,

I.. J. HARVIE.

R0 Bedford Rond, Toronto.

THE HIGHLAND REMNANT.

Perhaps there is no type of religious
devotion more sincere than that to  he
‘ound in the Highlands of Scotland. To
an ingensity of conviction it adds a piety
it o ez strang-ly tend'r and severe.
Amidst the bpulders of an uncompromis-
tism it pours the erystal waters
as sunny and
the
In

inz dogma
9’ u genuine spirituality;
8Wee: ng the burn that runs among
ro'ks bemeath the Highland hills.
these (ays of genernl compromise where
ozmatism and creed get ground down,
and every stream is muddy with the deb-
TS, we miss too often at once the h:}rd
Yotk and the clear stream in Christian
bollef ana praetice. . We get wearied of
®Xplunations and disillusions, and we long
Sopuetimes for the Highland narrowness
Al pje:y and enthusiasm, as dwellers 10
Southern plains do for Highland monu-
tains and waters. 1t is this feeling of ad-
Miration for the uncompromising toyally
and high-yoned spirituality of tbe Highr
lnuders which make us feel the more deep-
ly such a movement as that represented
by the meeting held at Inverness on the
Yith i Jug; mouth. Froan whatoiwane
3Direl there jt is evident that some 8IX
O gregutions in the north and north-v est
are (etermined to carry {heir apposition
to tha Declaratory Act so far as to secede
rom \what they eall not the Free Church,'
but (s «Church of the Declaratory Act.”

Suep detérmination cannot put touch

U8 deepiy. It is noble, and yet it is a mis-
ke, We know the heart of the men who
have made it, too well to hope that the.y
Will tupn from it, any more than their
fathers turned from the charge at Killie-
‘rankje,

The very narrowness which makes them
tearieg for the {ruth they know, and loyal
0 the jdeal of life they follow, prevent
thejy grasping the real issues at :take or
Seeing {ha{ what they fear is what best
Preserves their denrest interests. It is to
,Dr”sel‘ve the faith of the Church and not

destroy it that the form of s ialth’s
‘XD ession s chinged from the older
Phiaseoiogy to the new. The tree of the
tahristlzm life is immortal, its leaves bud
a‘:[h and are green, they wither and fall,
1.0: oihers take their place. When the
]eaffmlaries of one age disappear, they
“2 thei1 mark uppn the rising stem
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:n1 heir memory 13 ac:ed ; but the health
o° th: later growth depends upon their
successors. The Free Church, like all
living branches of the Church of Christ,
has beeu passing through the Irying
time that comes to creeds with the fall
of the leat and the coming of the spring,
and it has come through the ordeal
righ: nob’y. It has preserved the truih
and reproduced it in the living green of
fresna declaratign. Beneath the fair fol-
jiage there shall xoon be seen fruit in its
geason, Sinerrely as we believe and re-
joice ir this, we cannot but pause with a
real, yet pathetie, admiration, to look,
as i+ were, upon the Jast charge of a
strangely noble, if mistakemly narrow,
spi’ritlm‘ race. A few short years and we
¢hall hear their showt no more, their volce
ghall be mno longer nearo  among , the
nills, and, it may be, we shall fruitless-
ly yearn amidst difticult times for a testi-
mouy as unilinching and a loyalty to
‘he Master as true as theirs.--The I’reshy-
{ecinn, London, England,

CHANGING ONE'S MIND.

An old probverb says : *“ To confess that
one has changed his mind is but to admit
that he is wiser to-day than he was yester-
day.” Assuming the change to 'be honest
and the result of larger knowledge of the
particular quesiion or maturer thought in
regard to it, the saw is manifestly true.
And yet there is a prevailing sentiment
which often makes it one of the keenest
reproaches which can be brought against a
public man to quote some expression of
opinion at a former period which is in con-
tradiction with one more recently expressed.
True, the censure is usually confined to those
who hold the discarded, not the newly em-
braced opinion. Nevertheless, how often
does the person against whom the reproach
of inconsistency, and, by implication at
least, of insincerity, is brought, think it in-
cumbent upon him to resort to subtle and
doubtful explanations in the attempt to
show that the earlier expression is not cor-
rectly reported, or that it did not mean
what the words seem to convey, but is sus-
ceptible of quite another turn. Why is it
that, as a rule, we are so loth to admit
frankly that our former opinions or convic-
tions with regard to certain questions have

undergone changes more or less radical as -

we have grown older? There is, perhaps.
scarcely a greater foe to truth than this
false pride in consistency, this reluctance
to admit that we were formerly wrong, or
now believe that we were, in regard to cer-
tain important principles or doctrines?
There is not, we venture t say, one of our
readers whose views on many subjects have
not undergone very material modifications
within the last twenty, fifteen, tem, yes,
even five years. There is not one of us
who will not ten years hence, should he live
8o long, have materially charged some opin-
ions which he now cherishes as convictions.
Possibly we are making the assertion too
general. A great student of human nature
bas told us that there are men who, when
once they have grown fond of an opinion
will call it honor, honesty and faith and
cling to it as to dear life itself. We our-
gelves have met with persons of good abil-
ity and high standing who, however can-
didly and dispassionately they might, in the
first instance, examine a question upon
which it was necessary for them to declare
themselves, having once committed them-
selves to a given view, made it a matter of
pride, almost of conscience, to rctain that
opinion ever afterwards. Said opinion;
duly stamped and ticketed, was systematic.
ally laid away in its proper pigeon-hole in
the mental storehouse, with the distinct
understanding that it was a finished pro-
duct, subject to no reconsideration or
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amendment, always ready when called for.
Such a method has its conveniences and
saves a vast amount of time and perplexity
toa busy man, but it does not produce ex-
actly the kind of creed to which one would
like to pin his faith as sure to be in accor-
dance with the evidence up to date.
Reflections such as these will bring at
once to the minds of most readers the
curious mental history of one who, while in
many respects the most remarkable, and in
the political world at least, the foremost
among living men, has probably changed his
mental attitude and his political creed more
continuously and completely than any other
public man now living. It is characteristic
of his changes, too, a8 of those of most men,
that they have been so gradual that he him-
self has been in a large measure unconscious
of them, and often unwilling to admit their
existence. This is a very common experi-
ence, What is far less usual, in fact ex-
tremely rare, is that his changes even up to
extreme old age have been uniformly and
steadily in the direction of radicalism, there-
by constituting a most marked exception to
the rule that the radicalism of youth and
early manhood is soon mcdified, under the
influence of the cares and responsibilities
and waning enthusiasms of middle age, and
especially of prosperous middle age, into a
more or less easy-going conservatism, and
not infrequently into a confirmed and in-
veterate toryism. No doubt very wide
differences of opinion would be  found
amongst our readers, could we take their
views, or read their thoughts, not only as to
the progress in wisdom, or the opposite, in-
dicated by Mr. Gladstone’s veerings, but as
to the nature of the causes and influences
which bave brought them about. Into this
ethical aspect of the subject we need not
now enter. These observations or rather
the train of thought which has led to them,
has been suggested by an argument used,
not by Mr. Gladstone, but by his greatest
political antagonist, Lord Salisbury. The
ex-premier is arguing that if Home Rule is
granted to Ireland it will be given not under
a conviction of right, or asa matter of good-
will, but as the outcome of a relaxation of-
the spirit of empire, ‘ the staunchness, and-
tenacity, and determination,” which have
given Great Britain her supremacy over so
raany lands, and by which alone, in his view,
that ascendency can be maintained. He
writes, * The opinions to which all respon-
sible statesmen were pledged upon the Irish
question, till the actual moment of capitula-
tion came, make it idle to pretend that, if
Home Rule is conceded now, it will have
been bestowed freely and of good-will.”
Herein it is distinctly assuwned that the
change of opinion and policy on the part of
8o many not only of the English statesmen
but of the English people whose opinions no
doubt mould quite as much as they are
moulded by their political leaders, is the re-
sult of weariness and weakness rather than
of new perceptions of right, and & new
determination to be just and fair. Our con-
cern just now i8 not with the specific
instance, but with the general notion,
There is, we venture to affirm, good reason
to believe that the gradual change which, as
Lord Salisbury sees, is coming over the
spirit of the nation, is quite as much the re-
sult of a growing conscientiousness as of a
failure of energy or determination. There
is a semse, it is true, in which conscience
does makeacoward of a nationasofan indivi-
dual, but it is equally true of the nation
ag of theindividual that ¢ thriceis he armed
who hath his quarrel just,” and that there
is nothing which contributes so much to
staunchness and determination a8 a convic-
tion of right and a sense of duty. We make
bold, therefore, to maintain that, other things
being equal, the probabilities both of right
and of final victory are on the side of the one
who has changed his mind in obedience to
conscientious conviction. The man who can
boast that he has never changed his mind is,
it may be pretty safely affirmed, in accord.
ance with another old saw, the man who
has no mind worth speaking of to change.

5581

Christian Enbeavor.

OUR FXAMPLE. WHAT SHALL
IT BE?

REV. W.'S. M'TAVISH, B.D., ST. GEORGE.

Sept. 17th.—Rom. 14 : 21 ; Matt. 5 : 16,

It is a solemm thought that we !m-
fluence others by our example. If we
properly realized this, we should feel that
our lives are charged with a new re-
spunkibility. Some one has truly said,
“To live I8 a trempadous resporsibility
In this sensitive world our influence ooy
out touching all around us, and ‘'t goes
on and on, touching those now anborn
after .we are silent n the grave. What
shall it be? I.’ke the Dead Sea that
withers and  blasts everything on its
shores ? Or like the Nile that gives
life and verdure, fru't ulness and beauty,
wherever it tlows?"

Daniel Webster once salid that, the
most profound thought that can enter in-
to the mind !s the thought of responsibil-
ity to God. We can understand row that
responsibility is enhanced, when we re-
member that we are influencing others
for good or evil by our example. If a
man were compelled to spend his life on
a lonely island, he miight live to lLim-
sel’, but the truth is, that we meet with
others and influence them, and so our
responsibility Is greatly enhanced. . Ev-
ery one, no matter how poor, how young,
how ’gmo ant, or how obscure, cxercises
am iniluence by his exa’rphle. A pabble
thrown into the ocean, sets 'n motion
circles of waves, wwhieh go on ever ex-
pamding  t’ll they pgeach the [arthest
shore.  Memuean believed that the ex-
ample  of  Vashti would  mfluence
the women in  all the provinces
in  the Kingdomw of Persia (Esth.
I. 16-18). TPaul said, “Nome of us
I'veth  unto himkelf and 1no man
dieth unto himself.” Jesus gaid, ‘‘Tet
your light so shine before men that they
may see your gooid works, and glorily
your Father wihich s in heaven.”

When the Romans wished to teach
their ehildrenm the horrible evils of in-
temperamce, they made their slaves drunk
and then told their ch!ldremn to look at
those slaves and see how they demeaned
themiselvies. These shrewd Romaans felt
sthat example spoke lowder than woris.

A preacher, who occupies one of the
leading pulpis In America to-day, once
said, “Whea 1 entered Jeiferson College,
my room-mate was a stranger to me,.
He was a Christlan and I was not. The
first night we were together, he retired
before me. Before going to bed, he knelt
at the bed-side ‘n prayer. Like John fol-
lowing Peter mto the sepulchre, I fol-
lowed him n secret devotion. For thirty
years the unconscious 'mfluence of that
examfple has heen affecting my dally 1lie.”

What shall our examfple be ? Shall it
be such as to make men scoff at relig-
iom, or as to be a stumbl'ng-block in
the way of a weak brothen? Shall it
be such as to hinder others from| be-
c-(.um-imng Christians, or to cause theé Chureh
ol Christ to be scandallzed'? Or shall
it be commeml Christ where He was/de-
spised Defore, amnd honour His Goapel
where it was formerly scorned ?

Dombtless, there will be many surpris-
es at the juwlgment, and perhaps one of
the gladdest of these will be the [adt
that our example made its !nfluence felt

for good in places where we never dream,.

ed of its doing so. The truth is, we
are often watched and infitated when we
never suspect it. T.et us strive sato or-
der our lives, that we cam say with Paul,
““Those things which ye have both learn-
ed, and received, and heard, and seen : ‘n
me, do; and the God of peace shall be
with you.” (Phll. 4: 9)

The days of chivalry-are not gone, not-
withstanding Burke’s grand dirge over
themr; they still l*ve in that far-of; wor-
«hip pal!d by many a youth and man to

the woman of whom he never dreams that-

he shall touch so much as her little 'm-
ger or the hem: of her robe.—George EI-
iot. ' O
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