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TiHE MISSION IN BASUTO LAN'D.

(Concluiled.)
One rhing, however, dei depress their spirits, andi this was

rbelong delay ai communication tram their far off home. There
was, in this way, arrtimes a painful stase af Ioneliness andi
exile. Alas, when a letter dîi came at last, airer a lapse ai
more than twelve monîhs, îr was ta announce tht deatb ai
tht venerable fatber ai M. Casalis. It is easy ta imagine the
profounci sarraw which the lerrer bearing such tidings wauld
produce ; but it brought with it rays ai consolation alsa, for
st mentioned that tht last naine which lîngereci on tht lips ai
tht dying aid iman, was thar af bis mîssionary son, when, with
beaming eyes, he declareci bis confidence ai meeting him
again in the blessed world. Tht effect ai the intelligence,
whcn it became knawn amang tht poor people, was touch-
ingly suggestive. "A lively sympatby," tht sarrawing mis-
sianary telis us, Ilpainted itiseif an their features as thty saw
hini weep." Havmng only as ytt a few wards ai their language
ar bis command, he coîrtenteci bînself with sayîng ta them:
IlGad bas done t r; » IlMy fatber is in hcaven."1 This was a
surprise and a revelation ta tbem. In their darlcness and situ-
plicîry they baci imagineci that peopt whtn rhey dieci went
down inra the bawels ai thte arth. But haw great was their
astonishment when talci by their teacher that whcn he dieci
he expecteci ta sebis farber again, and ta dwell with bim in
a world nta which no sorrawv and suffering could ever came.
They werc sbrtwd enougb, moreaver, ta notice that thîs hope
ai an eternal reunian wth those wbomn they loveci, calmeci
their grief, andi that death bad nat tht saine terrars ta those
white men from tht (ar-off landi as ta rhem. Ir was thus that
those poor penple were receiving new impressions and instruc-
tions fram ibeir missianaries' lives, wbich brought them nearer
ta tht kingdom ai God, andi were as tht first streaks in the
sky befare tht sunrîse.

In tir carlier aîtempts ta convty relîgiaus instruction ta
tht natives, thase gaod evangelists haci been sorely trieci and
decciveci by a man wha haci undertaken ra be their inrerprerer.
With tht Basuto as bis native language he hac i pcked up some
knowledge ai Dutcb white serving an tht burders ai tht cal-
ony, andi, with this scanry cqualification, which be possesseci
in cammon wvith tht mîssianaries, he had engageci ta be their
medium ai communication with tht people whom tbey haci
corne ta îeach. Ir rurned o ut, hawever, that he bad nfi supply
ai words with which ta canvey religiaus ideas. Moreaver,
the levty of bis inanner, as seen in bis looks and gestures,
naturally produceci tht impression that be haci fi sympathy
wth tht lessons which he profeseci ta translate. They even
founci oui ar lengrh that bt aten substirureci is awn inven-
tions for their instructions andi ihat he was, in tact, flot only
binderîng but betraying them. hI was a bitter disappointmient
ta, thase patient workers, carrving wiîh jr ont ai tht bard les-
sonls of experrence Ilwritten in dark print." 0f course, tht
vassal was dismisseci in the endi with lurne ceremony.

But there was a way which Providence bad in store for
bringing these gooci men andi their sacreci lessons inta direct
contact with the native mi. Ir bappeneci in ibis wise:. Fromn
thetime ai their seulement ar Mariah they bad been accus-
tameci ta hoici regular religiaus services in Dutch for tht
benefit ai tht ten or twelve Hottentat drivers wha hadc cme
cap with them fromn Philippolis. These mea, having been
brought up in tht missionary stations ai tht colony. were
familiar with Christian wor5hip. They haci Dutch Bibles
in whicb rbey caulci follow tht expositions of the rissianary,
andi tbey knew înany Dutch hymns which rhey sang with
raste. Tht natives were attracteci by tht singing andi were
accustameci ta squat in considerable numbers arounci tht wor-
shippers. They were also impressei by what they witntssed
in tht solemnity andi seriousness witb which tht missionaries,
look ing upward, seemeti toa adress an invisible B eirîg. Thase
gooci men set tbemselves, wiîh renewed tarnetntss, ta qualify
rhemselves for speaking tn poar Basutas in their awn tangue
"aio tht wondcr(ul works ai Goc." How grear was their
delighr wbtn, airer no very long intervai, they began ta flnd
îhemselves understood. Their sphtre ai usefulness fram that
moment was aimost indefinittly widened.

Ail ime which those devateci men coulci spate ramn plant-
ing andi building was now speni in tht preparatian, in tht
ilasuto tangue, ai short Bible staries, Ilword pictures," and
litie acdresses. They even venruredto acempose a\few bymr,
whicb, when sung by thc natives, formed a rien attraction te,
the services and a new link oficannection betwten rhem and
tht missionaries. But by-a:îd-by it was nor se easy ta induce
them ,ta loin in the prayers. Sa long as the.* wte addrtssed
they were attentive. But, as in tht prayer 1l " missionaries
were rie langer addressing rhem, they coulti no see any resor
for listening. Evert ibis difficulty, however, was net long in
being avercome, by inducing them ta reptat, ail rogerber andi
word for word, tht thanksgivings andi petitions that were
atidressedt t Goci. For ont thing, rbey liked te, hear their
vaîces ringîng andti rsing in unison, and, judginR rom tht
expression of their countenances, there was somethinl deeper
ar work in thase datk mincis than this. It was anotà~er srep
forward. In that awakened interest îbey saw the fieldis ripen-
ing for tht harvest.

In tht midst of ail these multiplying labours, andi wirh tht
conscieusness that in tht power oi addressing tht peope in
their own Basuto tangue, a new weapon bad been put ie
their banci, thethrought began te arise in the mincis of the
mîssienaries that they sbauld nowr begin religious services in
the king's cen city. It became the subject of repeateti cen-
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(erence andi prayer, and, in no long time, cnded in the con-
victinn that tht rtime for this new departure haci fully corne.
They hadl been favoureci with frequent visits from Masbcsh,
but was jr flot the tact that it was ta him they owed their lib-
erty of entrance into his country andi for protection and
help in many forms ever since ; and should nfot the benefit ai
their teaching be brought more compietely and continuously
within bis reach ? Their proposai was at once received by
the friendly monarch with approving welcome, bis kindly
looks expressing cven more than bis words. For a time the
work was shared by the missionaries in rotation, but ere
long ir ended in the permanent location at Mlaba Bossiou, of
M. Casalis, the acknowledged leader ai the little bandi.
Everythîng was donc by the king ta facilitat and encourage
the man af God. The services were heici in a grand court-
yard, callcd the kholla, surroundeci by an enclosure of bain-
boos and reecis, from an elevated platforin the public crier,
with stentorian vaice, summnoneci the people ta worsip-
ITo prayer, ta prayer! Everybody, everybody! Women

and chilciren as well ! " The king bimiseli was ane af the mosi
regular and attentive listeners, and strangers andi messengers
from aother tribes weie unrformiy brought ta listen totbe astan-
isbi'ig words ai tbe white man, and chargeci ta tell what they
bai heard whcn tbey returned ta their own land. The sim-
pie repast, ai curdleci milk and sorgho leaf preceded by more
soi foodI, regularly provideci for the preacher, expressed
more than a common hospitality. The notes ai conv.rsations
bctween the missianary and tbe mi: arcb are among the mast
înreresting tbings whici% NI. Casalis bas placed an record, and
gives us a pleasing impression ai the intellecrual strength,
penetratian, simphicity and candour ai this remrarkable man.
We quote îwa instances wbich remind us ai Paul's descrip-
tion of saine among the beathen in bis days, as Ilfeeling ater
God if baply they might finci Him." "Yau believe then,"
said the king ane evening ta tbe missionary, pointing ta the
stars, "that in the midst af and beyand ail these, there is an
all.powerfui Maeter, who bas creaîed ail, and is aur Father ?
Our ancestars useci, in fact, ta speak ai a Lard af heaven, andi
we stili catil these great shining spots (the Miiky WVay) ynu set
above, the way ai the God ; but it sceieci ta us thai tht
world must bave existeci forever, except, bowever, men and
animais, wha, accarding ta us, bave haci a beginning-ani-
mals having came firsi andi men afterwards. But we did flot
kaow wbo gave tbern existence. We adoreci tbe spirits aftour
ancestars. andi we asked ai thcmn rain abundant barvests,
goaci bealtb and a goaci reception amongsî them alter
death. "

IlYou were in darkness," was tht answer, "and we bave
brougbt yau tht ligbt. Ail these visible things, and a multi-
tude cf others wicb we rannat sec, have been createdanci are
preserveci by a Being, all.w-.se andi al.-good, wbo is tht God
af us ail, and wbo bas made us ta be born ai ane blooci."

Moshesh was greatlv struck when he beard the mission-
aries enumerate tbe cammanciments af tht decalogue. IlThat,"
said he, Ilis wriiten in ail aur hearts. We did flot know tht
Goci you annaunce ta us, andi we had no idea ai the Sabbath ;
but in ail tht rest ai your law we find norbing new. We knew
it was very wicked ta be ungrateful and disabedient ta parents,
ta rab, ta kili, ta commit adultery, ta caver tht properry o
anather, anci ta bear false witness."

It is alsa nated by NI. Casalis that it was as Redeemer
thar tht mission ai Christ niost appealeci ta thet minci aithis
anxious enquirer andi learner, and in wbich he was mast
interestec-" a striking proof, surely, ai tht indestructibiliry
ai conscience in ail landis."

Rerurning in thougbrta Morah, we may imagine those
devoteci evaagtlists, now thar thcy haci became able toaiad-
dress tht people in ibeir own tangue, longing for instances af
conversion among tbemn, wich shoulci be the seat ai heaven
upon iheir minîstry. This rbîrst for tht Spirir's blessing be-
came ail tht mare intense when the calony af natives araunci
them had increastd ta the number af betwttn three and four
bundreci souls. They saw tht wbeat andi arber seeds which
haci been sawn in thte arth springing uP inro harvest, they
haci also tasteci tht iuscious fruis of tht peach ana other
trees which tbey haci pianteci, but how bad their hearts be-
gun ta wearv for tht firsi cry ai repentance unie life which
would nialc the arigels rejoice. At iengrh the happy day
arriveci, and M. Casalis, wha was at Maoriah ar thetrime, was
tht flrsitot hear tht welcome notes ai a genuint contrition.
IlOn thet9-.h ai January, 1S36, we overbeard ane ai aur
young men spontaneausly offering a fervent prayer. Ir was
îowards nine o'cicck in tht evening, at a litte distance (rom
aur hause. Tbinking we beard the accents ai contrition, we
approacbied ini the darkness, without uttering a word. It was
realiy sa! Asîonished, moveci bevanci expression, we (cl an
aur knec-.and burst inta rears. We were tht witnesses ai a
very Renu ti conversion, for Sikhesa fram that day ta bis
deaîh, in i88:, neyer ceaseci ta be a faiîh(ul disciple af lestas
Christ."

Tht frst fruits were soon followed by a barvest oi conver-
sions. Tht sacreci ire which bad been kindieci nar only con-
tinueci ta burn, but circulateci rom beart ta beart. There
was no suspension ai the blcssing. New stations were
opened ; churches were built ; day andi Sabbath schoois were
arganized ; new missianarits arriveci rom France andi tram
tht Cape. Native tvangelists wcre trained andi sent forth on
the right hanci and the leir. Amang those 'who ai length cast
in their lot with thte ariy disciples was Moshtsh, thtelking,
who haci long been heici baclc tram the decided srep by the
entanglemenîs oi polygamny, which was the lait link in tht
chain (rom which ht succeeded in shaking himseli fret. Tht
missionaries wtll knew that a reformation in tbis matter
could only bc the natural and spontaneous frutiofa a cordial
adoption oi tht gieat Christian principles Andt hey waited
for this buiore thty could rective him into the féllewship of
tht believers. But tht triumph camne. He openly declared
himatîf a Christian in a very îouching way. after haviÎ!
proofs of profound repentance andi a living faith. Ht die
with this filial cry upon bis lips: Let tnt go ta my Fatber, 1
arn alteady very near ta, Him."
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TWENTIETH YEAR 0F PUBLICATION.

Tlie Ganadla .r~6'cra
A Largo Sixteen Page Farnily Paper, Publishcd cvery

Wednesday at $2 petr annumi.

T IIE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN bas now buta lîciore the
public for nineteen years. Duriag thartfinie itliras secureci for

iiitt confidence and esteeni ai thousancis uf reacïtrb in evtry Ilro.
vince ai the Dominion. The t vNTI-lit volume CciniluenCeS With
the irst issue in January isext. Ail the departnients tlîat have madie
the paper valuable iante past will be continueci ; andi a beries uf able
articles an the stitring religious questions ai the day, by prommienr
writers in Europe and America, will forai a special feature te corning
year. Tht list ai Canadian contributors bas also beeiî increaseti.

It will be the constant aim ai the conductors af i Iikî CA.c>,%uA
PRasIIyT£IUAN ta make it a welcorne visitar ta the ianisly crle ; and
in its cuinprahensive pages aid andi yaustg %% il ever lind rnresting,
Purse antdi profitable tearling. Tir CANitAAIii~îrec. in irs
enla ti irm, is the saine site as llarper's Ilekly, ait] (ine ai tht
largcsr papers ai the kinti on the continent. y
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raising &a11saiiec gita(Or T ImaMCANADA VI(aSaavTa:aaIAN. WC uster lstha,a io
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Lack.
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gi tile an %ide auj iack; main; ".%id4 t.ubi S clet<d
I.oedon , lgfl7 rwa: -Utii'tadut -tia ahai% detais.>
Witt bc sent. posae patd. î0 an> une sendang us ite natiiî tit e î,. taMIL

.cribens tIo,,: xCAbrAtDA ut tvTîas ash d.
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on side and back ; maps; andal al "Aid ta Bilube Siud. nts.'
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