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TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1854.

THE Brooklyn Lagle is moved to say that “only the
Church cf Rome has been able to produce the peers
of John Wesley.” Our ncighbour, the Grardian, quotes
this doubtful compliment approvingly, and scems to
think it does honour to the renowned father of Metho-
dism. We rather incline to the opinion that a good
many pious Mcthodists would scarcely thank anybody
for n compliment of that kind 10 the founder of their
Church. We doubt very much if Wesley himself
would like to hear his followers say that only the
Church of Rome produced his peers.

. — =
- COMMENTING on the fact that this is the jubilee
of the abolition cf slavery in the British Colonies, the
Bystander says in the last issuc of 7% 1ecks
Abolition is a_periectly pure gem in Eapland's cisclet of
renown. IS also one Of the glories of Chnstianity.  Wil.
berforce and Clatkson were above all things Christians, and
it was by distinctly Christain motives that they were im-
pelled to this crusade.  Let all due allowance bhe made for
the co-operaticn of economical causes: still it cannot fairly
be deaied that the great deliverer of the slave has been the
Gospel.
Timely as well as trutlifol.  Making all duc allow-
ance for cconomical or other causes, it is well to re-
member that the great deliverer of this country from
drunkenness must be the gospel. It is also weli to
remember that the only temperance reformers who
can be relied on are such as arc impelled by the
motives that impelled Clarkson and Wiltberforce.  Far
be it from us to say that the vote and influence of
any kind of & man should be refused in favour of the
Scott Act. Clarkson and Wilberforce were no doubt
willing to take help from men who were not Christians.
So should the fricnds of the Scott Act. The votc of
an infidel counts one as well as the voie of a bishop,
and majoritics are made up of ones. Sull men who are
not Christians are not often rehable moral reform-
crs. A man who has no love for hi's God never has
real and lasting love for his fellow-men.

THE collection of arrears for pew rent has always
been a somewhat delicate and difficult kind of finan-
cial operation.  Father Egan, of Richimond Hall, has
introduced a new method of dealing with delinquents,
which has the undeubted merit of being short though
net particularly casy. It scems that one of his par-
ishioners, said to be in arrcars, either could not or
would not pay up. On coming to church the other
Sabbath he found a board nailed across the door of
his pew. A member of his family removed the board.
The panshioner then tnok his scat.  The priest came
in soon afterwards, and going dircctly to the seat
caught the delinquent parishioner by the collar of his
coat and dragged him to the door.  The panshioncr
fcll and broke his leg, and the priest has been com-
mitted for trinl. This is a ruther heroic way of col-
ccting arrears, and could not be adopted m any but
an infallible church.  The churches that are not infal-
lible perhaps go to the other eatreme.  There must be
a happy medwm sumewhere between this priests
mecthod and allewing dehinguents to go free.  Ali con-
% ‘cgations, we believe, suifer more or less from arrears.
Sumc parishioncrs get so far behind that they never
pay up, and some boards of managers are very poor
collectors. 1f a parishioner is so poor that he cannot
pay, by all means let him have a place in God's hiouse
free. But then if 2 man promises to pay a certain
amwunt he should certainly consider that promisc as
binding as any other.  So far as making the promisce
is concerned every man is free, but he should not con-
sider himself free to break it wwhen made.

WE have been waiting with interest to see what the
party journals would say about the recent attacks on
Father Chiniquy in Montreal. A few, the Globe
amony the number, have spoken with no uncerthin
sound. It is painfully cvident, however, that the ma.
jority of these journals prefer to remain silent for
party rcasons. Without putting too fine a point upon
1t they are afraid of the Catholic vote. We believe
our brethren of the broad sheet abhor such proceed.
ings quite as much as any other class in the commun-
nty. ‘They certainly should dehounce such riotous
proceedings from  motives of self-interest, if from
no higher motive. If freedotr of speech is to be
stamped out in Canada, then the freedom of the press
must goalong with it.  If free discussion is not to be
allowed then the poorest business in Canada is the
business of the publisher and the poorest property is
anewspaper. All this is well known but the party you
know might suffer. \We fully recognize the difficultics of
the situation and quite believe that many who denounce
the party press for what they call cowardice would, in
the same circumstances, remain silent themselves and
call their silence prudence.  The root of the evilisthe
absurd length to which the party spirit is carried in
this country. In so far as party politics prevents jour-
nals from speaking out manfully on vital questions
partyism is a national curse.  Whether Government
ts possible without party is not a question for discus-
sion at present, but every one knows that were it not
for the insanc party spirit that prevails these outrages
in Montreal would be an impossibility. Nothing but
the fear of the Catholic vote prevents public opinion
from being expressed in such a way that the perpetra-
tors, lay or clerical, would not dare to mob Protestant
worshippers. It is high time that good men of both
parties were asking if the Catholic vote is worth what
it costs.

PROGRESS OF THI SCOTT ACT.
SINCE the temperance question has entered the
sphere of practical politics, public sentiment m its
favour has grown rapidly. The current of popular
opmton has become both wide and deep.  Even in
England where personal liberty is so highly prized
and where custom s well mgh omnipotent the cause
of temperance within recent years kas made rapid pro-
gress. It is not permissible any longer to ring the
changes on “tcctotal fanatics,” to describe the ad-
herents of abstinence 1s weaklings, and to assert that
the use of strong drink is a distinguishing character-
istic of manliness. That condition of things has
passed away., Thinkers of all shades, display a mar-
vellous agreement as to the tremendous injury caused
10 individuals and communities by the drink plague.

All scctions of the Christian Church, have taken up
the temperance cause in good carnest.  Men of the
highest eminence have pleaded cloquently in favour of
temperance.  The leading medical authorities have
demonstrated that the drinking habit is a fruitful
causc of discase and death.  Women have with burn-
ing carncstness testified to the home-cursing and soul-
destroying cffects of the appalling sin of drunkneness.

*The ready and hearty responses given by so many
of the ratepayers of Canada in favour of the Scott
Act, wherever it has been submitted, 1s aclear indica-
tion that the country i1s prepared for a general advance
in temperance legislaton.  Eight or mine years ago,
when the subject was brought under the notice of
members of the Dominion Cabinet, it was stated that
the public sentiment would indicate how far it was
desirable to go in the direction of restrictive legisla-
lation. Since then popular opinion has made a de-
cided advance in dealing cffectively with one of the
greatest barriers to maicerial, social and spititual well-
being. .

The Scott Act agitation is entering on a new phase.
At first the issuc was fought in the arena of public
debate.  When Paul’s accusers desired to arraign
him before Felix they hired a certain arator named
Tertullus, who no doubt, was as elaquent as his ve
tainer permitted.  The interested opponents of the
temperance cause had their hired orators, who like
Tertutlus, made more or less graceful platform ap-
pearences, but to little purpose.  In no instance, with
the exception of Prince Edward County, were they
ablc to secure a popular verdict against the Scott Act.
There are men who have a great gift of making the
worsce appear the better reason, but in this contest it
is plain that the sound common seuse and the moral
wasth of the community refused to be swayed by

,lar sympathy in their favour.

the smooth-tongued oratory of professional stump
speakers.

The press of the country has risen above the re-
strictions of party exigency, and with a rare unanimity
taken the side of morol progress and sobriety, On
the platform and in the press the advocates of teme
perance have had it pretty much their own way, and
their opponents do not seem any longer to care jfor
continuing the fight in the open field. ‘They have
abandoned their outer works, taken to ambuscades
and the petty shifts of guerilla warfare. A few re-
cent incidents reveal the depths to which some of
them can descend.  The first glaring outrage was the
theft from the sherifi's office in Cobourg ofalarge num-
ber of signatwies to the petition asking for the sub-
mission of the Scott Act in the County of Northhum-
berland.  In Brighton an hotel-keeper resorted to the
Hibernian device of sending  threatening  missives
to prominent workers on behalfof the Scott Act.  In
a northern county, after a decision in favour of the
Act had been cast, the ballot boxes were tampered
with and a number of the ballots stolen. About the
sane time precisely the same tactics were followed in
Huron, withont happily in cither case affecting the
result, showing only the desperate game to which
some upholders of the liquor traffic are readyto re-
sor.

A mode of warfare no less mean or contemptible has
been the cfiort in some quartersto wreak personai re-
venge on those who took a prominent pamt in the
endeavour to carry the Temperance Act. They havein
many instances been make the victims of petty and
malignant spite. A futile effort in one or two cases
was made to boycott newspapers that had the cour-
age to advocate the adoption of the Scott Act.  These
journals have their reward.  They only did their wy
in sccking to ‘promote the public welfare.  The im-
potent cffort to injure their advertising patronage and
lessen their circulation will only the more enlist popu-
Such journals deserve
well of their country.

‘The hope of the liquor dealers, is, however, inmore
exalted quarters.  They are looking wistfully to
Ouawa. It is tco obvious that they are not without
friends at court.  All the preparations had been made
for the submission of the Scott Act in the County of
Lanark. It was confidently expected that an early
day would be appointed for taking the vote ; yet it
has been decided, mainly at the instigation of an active
M. P, itis said, that the taking of the vote in that
county shall be deferred, so that a year must elapse
before the Act can come into force.

“Vhile the workers in the temperance cause seck to
triumph by all fair and honourable means, they must
have their wits about them. Thoy must not permit
themsclves to be circunnented.  They must keep a
close watch on the movements of their adveisaries,
and not suffer thiem 1o snatch an advantage by tricks
to which no honourable man would descend, nor by
button-holing Dominion or Provincial parliament-
arians. The temperance cause hasno occasiontoshui
the light, ncither must it permit its sinister opponents
to burrow in the dark.

WHO SHOULD MANAGE PUBLIC
AFFAIRS ¢

TiE CANADA PRESBYTER!AN isnot a political organ.
It leaves the discussion of party questions to the
journals whose province itis to sct befere the people
the principles they advocate. There are, however,
certain aspects of politics, irrespecuive of panty, to
which the attention of all good citizens ought t0 be
directed. Some people arc so completely absorbed
in business carcs that they have not asingle thought to
sparc on matters of public concern.  They content them-
<clves with an occasional growl when something has
gone wrong and additional axation has to be levied.
These devated business men are rather sceptical of the
existence of public virtue.  If it exist at all, in their
cstimation, it exists only in infinitesimal quantitics.
Others again who do profess to have a high regard
for the public welfare, consider that it would be be-
ncath their dignity to take part in political affairs,
to mingle with the crowd who arc always busy at
clection times.

The result is that many of our best and most repus
table citizens by their unintentional neglect and their
desire to avoid trouble, help 1o perpetuate misgovern-
ment, permitting the management of municipal, pro-

. vincial and national affairs 1o fall into the hands of




