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UNCERTAINTV as to the real state of affalrs In the
Soudan still contlpues. Contradictory statements
appear {rom day to day, vet the aspect of affairs re-
mains much tho same. It i3 reported that Berber has
fallen {nto the hands of the rebels and there has been
a'brutal massacre at Shendy. General Gordon still
remains at Khartoun, and his friends are impatient for
bis relief A movement i3 belog wade in London to
raise a volunteer force to go to hisrcsrue, Prominent
men are offering contributions for this purpose. These
enterprisas are always popular and no doubt men and
means in abundance will soop ba provided. The
Eoglish Cabinet may take steps that will render a
voluateer effort unpecessary.

A MOST successful series of Sabbath School Insti-
tites in the western district ¢f Toronte aas just been
held, The meetings wera under the care of the Rev.
John McEwen, zecretary of the Sahbath School Asso.
ciatlon of Capada. They were falrly well attended
If Sabbath school tezchers generally, and those inter-
‘ested in the religious training of the yourg only
realized the value »F these institutes, they would be-
come at once immensely popular. They could not ba
in better bands than those of Mr. McEwan. His
efforts were ably seconded by ministers of various
denoniloations taking an active part in the meetings.
Mr. McEwen {s, we understand, about to hold a serles
of fostitutes in Huron county.

Dr. TALMAGE gave two leccures in Teronto last
week. Both were well atteaded, The first was de-
liveredin Bond Street Congregational Church, the sub-
ject being * Happy Homes.” The following evening
he lectured ip Shaftesbury Hali on “ The Bright Side
of Things.” The substance of these lectures was
solid and sensible; the style vivid and dashing.
Theugh the audiences thoroughly enjoyed the oppor-
tupity of seeing ard hearing the pastox of Brooklyn
Tabesnacle, his visit to Toronto did not produce any
perceptible excitement. It may be that the lecture
once so popular, has had its day. Only when a man
of more than ordinary talent speaks on a subject of
immedlate or stirring interest is it possible to get up
enthusiasm over a lettute. The slory of the lecture
platform s a thing of the past.

THE Montreal Witness fires the following well-
almed shot. “ A man goes into a liquor selling place
and g.sks for a lodging. Hels assigned a place inthe
ball, Like a dog ;he gets the back of the door. In
the morning he it found dead. A corcner’sjury holds
an inquest, and says be was killed by  Cerebral apo-
plexy from the immoderate use of alcehelic liquors.”
It Rever scams to occur to either coroner or jury that
they shonld eaquire who dosed that man to dzath, why
was he set down to dielike adogina place wherspub-
licYodgings are, or should be provided when asked foz,
or ‘any other guestions that would lead to the persons
responsible for the man's deati.  But the same civi-
Hzed goveraoment that gives the liqaor sellers licenss to
scatter death, gives the coroners licensg to reap the
fruits thereof. This is clvilization.

The Independesst has made Bobcaggeon famous.
The phllosophic editor, from his quiet retreat, tskes
a 1cisnrly survey of men and things, and-gives expres-
‘slon %0 viaws, wise and otheiwise, on current events.

*Moralizing on the Censpirscy case he says . * The

trial will soon commence - we shall In dae tims learn
theresult. In the meantime we may repzat’ what we
have often sald before, that'in this eminently Christ-
tan colony which contains'so many churches, degy-

mex, 2ad’ bishops, 4t is ‘ot possible: for o man to
commit any crima which can injuciously affect hus
social standing, or which will lead to - his expulsion

'lrom the “ best society.’ Will drunkerinnss ? Ask at |

ttewa. Will:bribery 2 Ask af Toronla will sxoal

gle!tcrs‘r‘ Ask at Montres! Wi dishonesty and
dighonons? Ak anywhere.® Why shonid thére bs
50 thuch ground for qacries Like thesé 7 i

IT i3 rumoured that after a Jong situggle Laval
University {s about to succumb. For yearsit hashad
to contend against the hostility of a portlon of the
Roman Catholic hlerarchy. Representations and
deputles in its behalf have beea sent to Rome, and
hopes wero entertatned that it would secure tho papal
approval, Dom Smeulders was sent out to remove
the causes of contention between the irlends and foes
of the institution, Whatever may have been hia in.
tentions, it i3 now evident that Laval Unlversity is
nearjog the end of {tsexlistence. The aatborities are
reported as saying that thoy will soon have to close
tho doors, but that this course has not been forced
upon them by tho existence of eccclesiastical troubles
or differences, but solely from the lack of funds. But
the question remains, why aro funds Isckicg? Had
there been harmony of feeling, funds would have been
forthcoming,

SWITZERLAND hzs just arrived at a conclusion upon
two important soclal problems, and her tests should not
beoverlooked by the law.makers ofothercommunities.
The abolition of capital punishment and the {mposi.
tion of merely nominal licenses for the sale of intox!-
cants have both been determined by the Swissrepablic
to be detrimental to the people, With the cessation
of the extreme penalty murders increased with alarm.
{pg rapidlty, and with the removal of the high license.
a camnival of debauchery set in. Not merely did
drunkenness become more general, but the gaolwere
filled with offenders whose crimes could bs traced
directly to the cruelty, the immorality and thz un-
thrift of habitual intoxication. Whole communities
jn a few short years became changed ; industry lagged,
rural simplicity gave way to barbaric rudeness and a
canton of once thriving peasantry became a synonym
of indolence and misery.

IT has been anncunced secently that Mr, George
Munro, of New York, has endowed another chalr at
Dalhousie, Some two or three years ago he estab-
lished a professorship of English Literatare and
Metaphysics, and nominated Professor Schurman,
then of Acadia College, s its incumbent, A profes-
gorship of metapbysics bas now been founded to be
filled by Prof. Schurman, and a distinguish®d Cana.
dian scholar, Dr. W, J. Alexander, hzs been taminated
by Mr, Munro for the chalr of Eoglish Literature,
Dalhousis thus owes to Mr. Munro no less than five
professorships, one with an income of $2,400, thbe
others each yielding $2,000, and two tutorships worth
each §1,000 annually. He has, ie addition, estab.
Jished for a term of years a number of bursaries, rep-
resentipg an interest bearing principal of $45.000.
Such handsome dorations in aid of the cause of highar
education will be more frequent in Canada as people
of cultuze grow in numbers and wealth.

THE victims of intemperance who fall by the way-
gide are very numerons. Freguently the: newspapers
secord the death of persons who had sunk to ths low
est depths of degradation, and the statement-is often
added that years ago they had been in bigh soclal and
business standing. The cther weck a'Montreal ‘con:
temporsry instanced the case of a man who died in
poverty and;neglect. At one tims he kad control of a
large business, bat giving way to- intemperate habits,

-ke had gone steadily and rapldly down to shiftless

poverty. Now the Port Arthur Sestfsel records the
mxserab!edzathofamanwho,somemmugo, wasa
candidate for parliamentary honoms in 2 Canadlan
¢ity. He weat west and dragged-ont a miserakle ex
istence--squalor, wretcheriness .arnd crime were its
chief characteristics. The Pof mortem examination
rghowed that his death was caused by inmnperanee.
. The frequant recurrence of these sad endings I5 mére
-fozcible than labomd'ati;uments, ‘howeves logical,

THR first ses§ion’ oi the Woriaa's Medical Callége
was {ormally closed'at a2 lnte:wlng mesidng hetdan
“thd'theatrs of the Normal Schdal on: Satuxday week. -
A iargs 5 dutaber of people, friendly to thie project wera
{- present. Thc president of the- Collcgc, Dr. Barreu,

occupled the chalr. Dt Geoige Waght gave tha
closiog address. The success already achisved is

gratifylog to the friends of the institution. five stu- .

dents have been In attendance durlng the sesston just
ended. The lecturers have rendered valuable services
gratunously, and a lady had placed a scholatship
valued at $6o at the disposal of the college to ba
awarded to the most proficient student. The first
winner of the scholarship is Miss Gavina Gowang,
The Toronto Woman's Medical College is about to
loso the valuable services of Mss, D, McEwan, a lady
who was ¢ver ready to engagein all good undertakings,
« ilo she has been a consistent and faithfut champlon
of the cuuse that alms at securing a wlder sphere for
woman's work, Mrs. McEwan is about to remove to
the North-West. When the next session opens it is
expected that at least twenty-five studeats will be in
attendance. The Rev. Dr. King, belng present, gave
a brief address,

INTZRVIEWING is a striking f{eature of journalistic
enterprisc It aflords an excellent discipline for a
bashful man if ever any such finds his way into the
profession. It has, however, one defect. It would
be misl.ading to depend on the accuracy of an inter.
view that really takes place, and yet it may be as re-
liableas those that are purely imaginary, Dr, McCosb,
of Princeton, was good enough to unbosom himself to
the interviewer—so ho says—to the following effect
““Henry Ward Beecher claims that you are a bellever
in the theory of evolution as connected with religion.
Is that true?”  “If is true and it is not true,” he re-
plied; with quaint emphasis, * I belleve in the physi-
cal theory of evolution, certainly—in the growth of
the oak from the acorn and thelaw of heredity in the
generation cf the human race. I believe thatthe fittest
will survive, as Herbert Spencer affirms, ‘But if Mr,
Beecher intends by claiming me as a rcpresentativc
Preshyterian evolationist to pledge tme as a believer
in his religious theories, he las aeither Jeason nor
warrant, I don't'belleve Beecher bas any theology,
and what little he has I don't believe in. I hold to
evolation as a scientific deduction, perféctly consistent
with the sacred Scriptures, and'as fortifying thelr di.

" vine authenticity.”

DURING the late zession of the Dominion Parlia-
meant a number cf pedﬁons were presented for soma
enactmzat to secure the proper obsefvance ofthe Sab-
bath. In the Senateaselect committes wasappolnted
to considez the matter and report. “The Hon. Mr.
Vidal, in presenting the report, among other things
sxid : “ I think it would be a very imprope: thing to
ask sach a very impomn\ step to be taken whea time
dozsnot permit 2 caréful and proper investigation of
the matter. The committes felt that theéy could act
in no other way than to express thelr own convictions
set forth in that report. One thing at once was evi-
dent to us, if the Dominion Parlizment does possess
the power, it has naver exercised it by legislating on
this parucular question. 1o only one statute passed
by the Pazliament of Canada is there any reference
whatever to the subject, and that is only indirectly,
providing that the distarbance of any gathering for
public worship shall'bea crniminal’ oﬁenoe. ‘We find
lawsforthe prcservation of quiet and crderly behavioar,
and the right observante of the Lord's Day in the'
statues of every Province of the Dominion. Wefound
also that the courts had declded that the old' Imperial

! Statutes of zhe réign of Char!esl and some others,

are in forcs in-2ll the Provinces of the Domision, éx-

- cept, perhaps, she Promnce of Quebec, wherc it was

thoughs there might bs a quesnon regardmg its valid-
Ity. With these Imperial statutes exlsung andin force,
and’the local laws to wh!ch I'have refetred, it was

~-thon;aht thcy were a,sparendy s“ﬁxciem w nest the

views of the petidonars and to secure that Holy Day

- froin néedless pmfanation. ‘Under these drcnmsum-
"ces-the commiited-have- thonght it beuer to' progent
" thele view to ‘the "Houss; ahd'T’ trast that the House
“will réceive the seport and allow it to ‘remaln wtthcuz
‘fthmking Rk geceesary- to,commitmcmscives by any
“action with-refesence to'ft, That would be the bast

m.y ot disposing of_thc qymtox; o
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