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THE SPIIERE 0F THE SABRA TH SCHOOL.
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In this age cf activity in Christian work, when se
many agencies are used, it is often flot easy te tell the
purpese each serves, or see the relation they bear, te
ecd other. Observe, in addition te, the Church in
its varions branches, we have Bible Societies, Evan-
gelicai Alliances, Young Men's Christian Associations,
and Sabbath schooîs, ail professing te do work for
God in the world ; and te, get proper views of the
place and purpose cf each is ne easy task, whist te
have wrong ideas of these things is te incur sericus
danger.

To discuss this general question is flot within the
scope of the prosent paper, se I shali oniy emphasize
a remark which applies equally to ail the agencies
above named in ibeir relation te the Church. The
rcmark is tis : Tiat the Church stands first, if net
alone, as the great agency for teaching and saving,
men ; and Bible Societies, Evangelical Alliances,
Young Men's Christian Associations, and Sabbath
schools are ever te be subordinated te the Church in
the attainment of spiritual ends. These agencies wil
have usefulness and power only when kept in their
proper place, and when secking te do their own proper
work. In proportion as the work which belongs te
the Churcli is done outside of and apart from the
Churcli, wiil the idea grow that regular Church organ-
ization is nut at aIl necessary te attain spiritual ends,
and indeed might as well be dispensed with alto-
gether; an idea, I need scarcely say, as dangerous
and disintegrating te the Church as Secialism or
Communism is te the State. Yes, the Church stands
first ; te her the great trust is cemmitted ; te her the
sure promises are given ; and she, on her part, slieuld
realize lier high purpese, and seek ever te be faithful
te her charge, and above ail careful, lest the need for
other agencies be net a rebuke cf her unfaithfulness.

0f these agencies we have at present te deal with
the Sabbati school, and what I wish specally te treat
cf is tie Sa&batk school in a regularly orgarnzed con-
grq'aâtiom, and my aim is te define its spicre.

In tarng this aspect cf the subject, I do net forget
that it may often be quite preper, sometimes even ne-
cessary, in certain circunistances te have Sabbath
schools organized outside a cengregation ; or it may
sometimes be quite expedient for several cengrega-
tiens of the same or différent denominatiens te unite
in carrying on mission sciooîs in neglected places, in
town or country; but even in sucli cases the werk
ougit te have as close churcli connectien, and as direct
churcli control as possible in order te efficiency and
permanency.

Now let us bring before our minds a regularly or-
ganized congregatien, with its Sabbati school in good
working order, and let us ask wliat is the proper place
or spiere cf the school in the church, and wiat pur-
pose is it te serve?

i. The first g eneral position laid down is this:
The Sabbatk çchaol is a necessary and integral part
of churck * work. Its werk is Part cf tic work of the
churcli, and a part of the church's werk is that cf
the Sabbati school.

The great werk cf the church is te teack ail within
it, irrespective cf age, witli a view te salvation-to
give sinful men a knowledge cf the truth as it is in
Jesus se that they may be made wise unte salvation.
The means by which thîs is te, be effected is thc regu-
lar and faitiful administration cf word and ordmnancc.
Tien, since there are in the churcli varions clase
and different ages te be instructed, received and sanc-
tified, thc churcli must adapt the form and manner cf
her teaching so as te meet thc need and su#t the capacity
cf eachandail. The preachingof the Word maybe mest
suitable for grewn up people, and the teaching cf the
Sabbati icheeol wiil be best for the young; thougli

be touched and tic heart moved. If the intellect be
enfightened and nothing more done, ne moral end will
be gained; whist on the otier hand, ne touciing cf
the conscience or * moving cf the lieart can be followed
by lasting resuits unless the intellect be aise, enliglit-
ened. Boti extremes-intellectualism and emation-
alism-are te be avoided, and the two ougit te be
blended together by bringing the Word te bear on al
the.parts cf our compiex nature. In order te attain
iigiest spiritual ends in the case cf beth oid and young
this siould neyer be forgotten.

The Sabbati school, therefore, as a teaching agency
is an integral part cf churcli work. The Sabbati
school is the churcli doing bier duty by tic young
witiin lier pale. It is net, as some tell us, the chli-
drcn's churci, but it is the" churcli teaching tic chli-
dren. 1 fear that views prevailing in sème quarters,
and finding expression in calling the Sabbati scicol
the cidren's churci are dangerous, and cannet fail
te lead the young te think thc public service cf Godas
house is net fer them at ail. Ne ! there is but one
churci for young and old, and the Sabbati scliool is
thc agcncy by which the church seeks te train up tie
yeung for God and icaven ini a way suitable to their
age and capacity. Thus the Sabbatli schoel is not
an institution co-ordinate witi tic churcli, but it is a
department cf churci work iaving special relation te
thc young ; and in ticir case te serve substantially
tic saine ends as the teaching cf thc public service cf
God's lieuse serves te grown up people. In boti
there is instruction and worship ; in boti knowledge
and faiti te go hand in hand ; and the churcli cm-
braces and fosters botli. And here we may net ferget
in our Sabbath scicol werk tic relation in whici al
baptized children stand te tic church. They are
witiin its pale by birtiriglit, and, by virtue cf their
devenant rclationsiip, have a dlaim upon tic tender-
est care cf the churci, and a riglit te ail ber privileges,
unicss by their own act they place tiemseives bcyond.
The churci should, therefore, warmly dchrisi tic
Sabbatli school as lier own nursery, and sic slieuld
be diligent in promoting its interests in every possible
way, tiat those under lier care, and witiin lier pale,
may be trained np fer God, and made meet for hea-
yen.

2. Frem this generai position we can deduce tMe
relation whici tise Sabbat/s school bears ta otierthings
in cisurch organization and work, and tins furtier
define its spiere.

Thc churci is a regularly organized institution or
seceity. It bas its laws and its office-bearers. There
is tic #§astor, tiere is tic session, and there is tic
membersisip cf the churci. Wiat is tic relation cf the
Sabbath sciool toecaci? Tien, further, there is thc
home. What is tic relation cf the Sabbath scioci te
it? Tic Sabbati scicol standing betwcen the
churci and tic home bas close relations te boti,
and te define these wc nov proceed.

i. Tise relation cf tise Sabbat/s scisool té tise astor.
Thc chldrcn are tic lambs cf tic flock, and tic pastor
as their shepierd, is to watci carefully ever tieni. He
is to lead them eut and bring tiem in, and give thim
ticir meat in due season. Tic good old system of
cateciizing tic young as the pastor visits uis people
is cf great value, net as a substitute for tic Sabbati
scicel or parental instruction, but as a ielp te boti.
It will be a great incentive te parents, children, and
Sabiati school teachers, te perform ticir respective
duties faithfully, and it affords tic paster tic best
possible means cf making tic acquaintance of the
young people cf tiechcurch. If cateciizing tic young
be conducted by the pastor in a kindly way, it cannet
fait te- interest and instruct. Tien, tee, tic paster
ougit te be present as often as possible in tic Sab-
bath scioci, and in cveryway in uis power, lie sliouid
seek te aid and encourage it in its werk. He siould
try te induce ail tic young te attend tic scioci, and
lie ougit te endeavour te get te know ail that are in
tic schooL iL<if in tuis way, pastor and children be-
come acqualified, a strongr bond will soon be formed

lic service, and attezïd to pastoral visitation, and surely
tiey ougit aise te receive suci instruction as fully
qualifies theni for tic worls cf tic Sabbati school. In
charges where there are two or tirce preaciing places ,
as many in rural districts are, it is impossible for tic
pastor te be as ninci in tic scioci as desirabl!, but
he should by al l is power, try in some way or other
te make uis power feit ln the scicol, and te, seek te
remove as muci as possible tiat fear whicli tieccii-
dren otten have cf tic minister. If childrcn feel like
running to bide wien tic minister âemes te the lbeuse,
tic probability is tiat in church wlhere tuis is gener-
ally tic case, in about two generations that churci
wiil be ne more, simply because thc old have passed
away, and tic young have gene somewhere cisc, or
have been lest te tiechcurci altogether. Tic paster,
therefore, siould tcnderly watci and carefuily feed tic
lambs cf tic flock.

2. Tise relation of tise Sabbat/s scisoolttiste session.
Tuis is evideat from tic gencral position already lai4.
down. Tic session is tic governing body cf tic
churci; tic Stbbati scicol is a dcpartmcnt cf
churci work; and lience tic session governs the
Sabbati scioi. I will net oftcn be expedient, sel-
dem, if ever, necessary, for tic session te exercise a
stcrn control ; but it is always proper for it te exerci se
a kind oversigit and an affectionate contrl For thc
Sabbati sciool te think that tic session lias notiing
te do witi it, or tiat it is free te do and teaci as it
pîcases, is a great mistake Tic session bas fuil con-
trol in ail spiritual matters, and as little is the Sabbati
free from tic control cf the session, as tic mcm-
bership is free from, its discipline. If the pastor be
net superintendent, it will always be well for an eider
te be in that position, and every eider siould be quali-
fied for .such duty. Tic superintendeat and teaciers
siould be appointcd by tic session; or if ticir nom-
ination be made by the scliool in any way, it ougit ai-
ways be submittcd te tic session for approval. Boti
superiatendent and teachers are te be lield responsi-
bic o ei session for tic nature cf their teaching and
tic gencral disciarge cf duty. It wil aise be tic
duty cf tic session te sec tint suitable literature is
placcd in tic iibrary, and tiat tic periodicals fonnd
ini tic scheci are sound in teaching and healtiy in
tone. Nor siould tic session negiect te sec tint ail
needed and proper appliances for tic scicol arc
premptly provided. Tien tic Sabbat scicol on its
part siouid neyer forge thtit tic session is over it in
tic Lord ; and tic session engit te be very kind
and siew great common sense in its oversigit, and
tien tic sciooi, like a piece cf well formed mnaciinery
in its proper place, will do its work quietly and wclJ,
and be blesscd in doing gecd, mucli good, for thec
young cf tic churci.

3. T/w relation o/tise Sabbat/s scisool te t/w member-
sipi of thse chu rc/s. Here wc necd say but littie. Tie
Sabiati school being a department cf churcli work
and tic nursery of thechcurch, siould evoke in thc
entire membership tic dcepest interest. Tic members
of a churci are net te tiink that tic Sabbat scicol
has ne dlaim upon their sympatiy and support. It
lias upon boti. Every member ougit te be ready te
inquire, iow tic Sabbati scicol is getting.on, and te
be aile te rejoice in its prosperity. And, futier, tic
menibers cf a churcli ougit te be as ready te support
tic Sabbati scicol as auy etier part cf the churci
work, for littie preef is necdcd te slicw tiat thc teacli-
ing cf tic Sabbati scicel lias thc same daim upon
tic contributions cf the churci as tic teaching cf th,..-
public service. Bot have tic sanie aim, but in rela-
tion te different classes. We believe in ftee public
scicols. Shail we net be ready te give our chldrca
free Sabbath scicols, where they may be trazncd te
ioiiness and preparcd for icaven. And since the
Bible, mest unfortunately I think, is alinost cntirely
excludcd fromn our public scicols, thee is the greater
necd that tic Sabbati sciool should be thoroughly
equipped and liberaily supportcd by thc churcli. It
is a siame if tic Sabbath scicol lias te exercisegvrat
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