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bNe black berrnes resembled those
of the wild grape vine, and were
slightly larger than the clusters of
the Virginia Creeper, but equally
insipid to the taste as the latter. yet
are caten by the oniniverous Jays
aind thePicadzetribe. TPle peculiar
shaped seeds in thie centre of the
berry are of some iintertst, and the
fact of this woody climber boing
our only reprebentative of a pois-
onous exotic family uf trees, suth
as the cocculus indicus, which has
sometimes been used as an intoxi-
cant ingrodient in distilleries it is
said. Whcu of mature ago, the
MNoonseod Shrub, in its main stem,
attains the thickness of an ordinarv
broom handie, and is covered with
,caly wvartlike asperitios, very dark
colored, and ".he spiral coils of the
sbrub have a most sinister snake-
like aspect. In the course of our
ramble the wvoods wvere enlivenod
by the rustie and activity aniong
the dry and gay colored fallen
leaves, of several red Squirrels, and
upon our quietly seating ourselves
for thc space of about a quarter of
an bout on a prostrate log, two of
these todents, witlh enquiring look.-
and gestures, approachied to within
ive or six feet of the spot where we
were seated, and their antics and
bebavior for a brief speil were qui te
of a pantomimic character, as if an
idea possessed theom of probing the

sertas to wvhat weighty motive
had causod out invasion of those
t.harnmod sylvan presincts. The
plaintive wvarbling of the belated
Bluebird was of frequont occur-
rence near the forest edge, also the

E call of Chowinl, %-as sevoral tinios
heard. TVhe latter bird seems as
addictod tu scratching anîong the:
dry forest fallen leaves, as is a
ý_hicken among chiaff near a barn
dloor. The Chowink cornes oarly,
-id stayb late, but is rarely ,;een
except in the vicinage of the bush.
Robins have been about the orch-
ards and sugar bushes aIl through
the month of October, and although
beech nuts have beon a failure tbis
year, some othors of the cupulifera,

have fruited abundantly, and ches-
nuts and acorns, and hickory nuts,
have furnished the bluojays and
squirrel tribes a store of wvinter
foýod, wvhich they have been seen
nearbhero assiduously to gather, and
carry away to their wintor tondez-
vous amid the coniforous tbickets.

Although the area in forost around
us is in rapid diminution, those
bmaller plantigrades-the Racoon
tribo-are nearly as much in ovid-
once as in pianeer times, and their
footprints bave been plentiful about
the soft soil of cornfiolds, and on
the muddy margin of springs and
nearly dried up rivuiots. One of
my acquaintances related to me
that he wvas roturnod home froin
town, two %verks ago, about ton
p. rn., with bis wagon, team and
doýg, the night boing dark and
rainy. When noaring asmaîllstream
spanned by a plank bridge, the dog
suddenly seemed inclined to givo
battle to some wvxld animal exploit-
ing at the odgc of the shallow
sti-eani. My friend got do,%vn to
the work of teinforcing the dog's
murderous in-stincts, and the fracas
closed wvith the deatli of a fait
,4zed i-acoon, and this on a much
frequented high road, wvith dwe!hing
houses and bomnesteads n umerous
in the vicinity.

Another fniend whoquiterecently
fouud leisure to tako an afternoon
ramble in a grassy sivanîp, noticed
a family group of young haif-
grovn Racoons, "loping" along in
a scoming mood for diversion, and
tànly taking tife haîf seniously.
Though gun ini-hand, the tableau
vivant seenied to have a picturesque
appoarance, and the animaIs wvore
allowvod to vanish without molesta-
tion, into the dcpths of tbe sivampy
jungle, which appeated to be their
contented habitat.

And during the %veok just now
ended, a resident who lias lately
rented ]and near here, relates that
one ovening since the heavy showv-
ors of the 2nd inst., when ho
was reconnoitning the * motos and
bounds" of his new domain, he


