RELIGIOUS AND LITRRARY JOUONAL.

w———— y—e "

cosd in this, he did act apply himsolf to an attompt
atintrodacing ordor in the oxisting mothods, nor m
the bestoswing upon these old ways of reading, con-
nected to na fixed and detormined principlos, such
tules as mecessarily copld not bo adapted to any.—
His views were much moro comprohensive; for,
wishing to do for the Philo-ovhy of Langungo what
Descartes had done for the Philasophy of Thought,
ha laid aside his preconcoived notions, as Descartes
had given up his former opiunions ; and, directing his
investigations to on oxamination of the organs of
Speech itsolf, and not to its signs, this simplo chango
in tho manaer of observing, put him on tho track of
a syro theory, and iu posscssion of the means by
which to mako an ndmirablo discovery.

Studying tho instrument of tho buman voice, M.
da Laforre found that the plusiolngical law of it ac-
tion ruled “hatof its oxpression into articulate sounds,
or languago; and that the law of the languago was
hikorwise that which controlled its form in writing—
%0, again, the modifications of souud produced by
the vaeal instrumont, are limited ,as to number io
every spokou languago—~tire modifications of sound
are, in their turn, represonted by signs; tho number
aud arrangment of which gre limited iu cvery writ-
ton tonguc. Possesting, thorefore, tho law which
regulates tho organ, wo possess tho one which pro-
sidos aver the comtiaation of sounds in the language,
and also aver tho arrapgement of the signs used in
writing. It is this law which M. de Laforro has
discoverod after a long iuvestigation, and by menns
of a powerful agalysis. °** Isumnmoned (says he)
Ideology, Anatomy, and sbove all, Phisiology, to
my assistance. I daro say, that they bave been,
for my study, pretty ncarly what the Mathomatics
are te the oxact Sciences; thatis, a powerful aux-
tliary in the search of truth, and a means of deducing
from positive priuciples. It being true, that every
whero man perceives idoas in the same mapuer;—
and, as the transmission of them from one mind to
another, cither in words or by writing, is eflected by
calling into action tho vocal instrument, the ear, and
the eye—agenty svhose orgauization is every where
tho same. 1 studied the differont modes of trans-
tuission without reference to any particular language.
Feom that momont, my deductions became general,
my laws became applicable fo alt nations ; and their
siwplest expression became, with my method, a kind
of algobraical fonouls, whoso terms wore 1o vary
sccording to the language to whigh they would bp
spplied, without altering its nature by these differ-
ont applications.”

M. de Laforre's has been found a method of uni-
versal appliaace. In his adaption of it to the
¥Fronch language, he has dotermined the various
modifications of spund which are employed in that
language; the ordor in which they are” produced,
aud tha signs ar lotters by which thoy are represent-
od—ho bas fixed tho value and power of these sigus,
and given ths layw regulating thew combinatiops inta
sylipbles. By means of two small wahles, M. de
Laforre taaches in 3 few hours how to know these
tigns—how to pranougce them—how to associate
them. Sylinbles which, in the old systams, were
the despair of both teachers and pupils on account
of their uumbsrless variety, to ho mastered only by
long habit, and which were retained by the memory
zloue, no longor present any difficulty by the assist-
ance of the mew .cabmet. I give but onc law,
{cantinues M, d¢ Laforra) which bplongs to the eye,
for the division of words into syllab?cs; but one
pripciple of reqding applicable to general cases; but
ang rule for particular cases; and but oue form for
all eyllables. ¥ want nc particular book. As soan
as the sigus are kuosvn, any baok can he read.”

M. da?. discovered that thore was more order in
tho physical composition of the languages thun in
the methods by which they'are taught; and by the
discovery of this order, he has rendered his method
as logical as the languago itself. Phisiology is in-
doehted to him for a now theory of the vocal organ.
Phisiology owes to him the discovery of the intel-
tectuul Jaws of saunds applied to writing, and the
art of toaching & mothod of incomparable aimplicity
aud usefalness.

This beautifal discovery was brought by its author
to Paris in tho course of the last year. It was im-
anediately submitted to the dauble test of practical
expeniment aud theoretical demonstration. Tho
tual of his snethbed was made bofore a comunittes of
the society for the impravement and promatiog of
Elementary instruction, upon a child whom ho

taught to read in the Apaco of twenty-aight hours,—
« This oxperiment sltu use the lauguage of the ve-
porter) astonshed tha committee as would one if a
pheaomical occurrenco—tho chuld read, after
fow lossons, nll words taken nt random out ol
book prosented to him.” BMr. Fraucour, a professor
" tha facolty of science, and tho reporier of the
committes to whom M. do Lafurre had commupi-
ented his thoory, exfrosed its charactor and the result
of the exporument to the society, declaring himseld
its advocate and admirer. ' ’¥w author, im)'s Mr.
Francour) has entrusted to mo the seeret of his pro-
cecdings——1 saw thom put in practico under my own
oycs; and have, at ouco, the caaviction of his suc-
cess, and the full knowledge of the means by which
it is abtained.” He then proposed to call the now
mothad, m honour of its author, * The Laforrean
Mothod.” The socicty approved the conelusions of
the roporter, congratnlatea M., de Laforre upon lus
now discovery, aud begged of him to apply it with-
out further dolay.

M. do L. has ohtained a patent, and made his me-
thod known to maauy persous, whow he has author-
ized to uso it in several of the provinces. He accom-
Ennied these persons, to make public experiments in

yany, Valeacia, Marscil’ :s, Toulon, Turin, Nantz,
Montpelicr, Agen, &c. Every whero tho applica-
tion proved unexceptionable, aud its wondertul of-
feets excited universal enthusjacn.  Ofone hundred
pupils, of all ages and conditions, chosen by the
persois before whom experiments were made, not
one contradicted tho success of the new method ; all
learnt to read in from ning to forly hours, giving en
averago for the wholo of 25 hours. M. de L. aware
that an Ideological discovery of such a nature, was
calculated to strike the mind yet more forcibly by
its application, than by its result, he communicated
it to the faculty of Medicine of Montpelier, witha
view to obtain the assent and support of that learned
body. The professors of the facalty have expressed
to him their great satisfaction in the following terms ;
* We bave listened with great interest,” they say,
**to the Theoretical exposition of the aethed wingh
you have invested-—we have folowed the lessons
given by vou to the pupils—ivo have been present at
the experiment made, with the greatest suecess, af-
ter a few hours of instruction, upon children taken
from the lower classes, and¢ who did not know a
single word of tho French language; we in the first
place. sir, offer you the expression of our unbounded
gratitude. ‘Fhe readiness with which you have
made us acquainted with all the seerets of your dis-
covery makes it a duty incumbent upon us to ex-
press our thanks——but we must still further, sir, ex-
press our candid opinion with respect to your brifli-
ant discovery, which will be an epoch in the history
of discoveries useful to mankind—up to this moment
the nowest and easicst: methods of reading were
but combinations of letters; thelr authors remained,
with ourselves, entangled in the difficulties out of
which you sere to extricate us. You have atten-
tively examinod tho organs of speech. you have as-
certamed that its nature is the same in all men ;-
and, putting under contribution both Phistology and
Apatomy, you bave laid the faundation jor an en-
during systom. Iufallible means give to your work
the highest degree of perfoction—in vain will some
voices arise ggainst you; your discovery will live—
it will stand like a wonderful mooument—and the
day whep it shall bo tavghtevery whereshallindecd
be a great day in the history of the progress of the
Human Mind.”

Sigucd, Delpech, Dubtenil, Lallomand, Delmas,
Dugez, Raflincau, Delile, and Beard.

ero then, is a discovery made, within a year,

the merits of which have been proved by experionce,
which by its boauty and certainty has obtained the
approbation of learned socigtios; and the value of
which has bepn tested by considerations of parsonal
interost, in becoming the object of legitimato spocu-
lation. ‘This metbod, which is one of the most
beautiful deductions of the human wind, is worthy
the reception it has met with. [vteaches reading

ty timos quicker than the most expediti~us me-
thods; and iacilitates, moreaver, the use of reading,
so different from & more acquuintance with the art,
‘with tonfold advantage. over all other methods. It
is for the propogatign of reading .what tha mveation
of printing has been for the propogation of books.—
By adding its vosourccs to that of the system of mu-

nge

taal lastruction, which shyrtens labour by muluply-
ing professory, wbilo it pbridzes {t by simplifying tﬁ.lo
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proceedings, it becomas igtpeysiblo to calculato the
eapidity with which elomentary information can be
made to descoad to tho inferior classcs.

Lot us congratulate our ago on having foupd those
two powerful muans of instroction. When wo ro-
flect that more than soventeen millions of pgople in
Fruneo cannot read ; that of a million of C?li dren,
only ono third is sont to school; that it isthese un-
favored beings who, in consequence of their igno-
rance, fill our prisons and our gallies—tho author of
so procious a discovery is admitted, not ~oly as a
groat discoverer, but as the beacfactor of bis fellow
creatures. .

W hy, then, we ask, docs the University not adopt
this uncxceptionable method? We ask this ques-
tton with somo surpriso; but wo are mortfied in-
deed, to bo obliged to ask further, why some of ite
agents persceuted it?  Tho low clorgy of Ardeche,
wo undorstand, have calied Mr. de Laforre’s method
a diabolical invention, and have delared its author
and its propogators excommunicated !/ Havo we not
reason to woader as mauch at this as at the discovery ?
Is it truo that priests have good reasons for prevent-
ing the lower class from being instructed? Some

refects and same Rectors, fiendly to goneral know-
edgo, have permittea pubhe experiments, by the
now method, to be made, and havo authorized its
propagation. But there are Prefects, also, who
did not allow it to be publiely oxplained, and Rec-
tors 'who have declarod a secret war against teach-
ing it. "Tho latter bavo prohibited the propogators of
the method teaching reading to adults, becauso thoy
were not licensed by tho University, and they have
warned licensed school masters, that their licenses
would be withdrawn if they adopted the new method.
Is tho teaclung corps more barbarous now than in
tho days of our ancesstors? When printing was in-
vented at Mayence, it was the University that call-
ed to France German journeymen, and estublished
1 its schools the first presses ! All the princes, all
the cities, all tho loaraed corporations, warmed to
onthusiasm, received the invention with extraordi-
nary eagerness—and in a short timo all the civilized
world was covered with presses. Science, thus
casily diffused, softencd mauners and improved the
condition of the higher, as well as of the middle
classes. Let the new University imitate this noble
example of the old University. Vhen aoy useful
process was discovered in Lurope, an analogous
establishroent was immediately set up; when a new
scic:ice was taught, or a language neglected was
revived, the University immediately created new
schools for each. Our present University has much
to do to justily its present wonopoly. Its methiods
are imperfect; the instruction which it gives 1s in-
significant. It is really mortifying that France
should be at the same time tbe country most ad-
vaanced in hersocial organization, and in{xer logisla-
tion, and bo so far behicd many others in means of
geuneral instruction. Wo asked nothing of the old
ministéy who bad gpenly declared the enamigs of
tho human mind, and of all improvement. But we
have aright to demand of tho new Ministers the
favor of placing our systemn of insfruction in har-
mony with our political systom.~—If they do not this,
they will ‘not have fulfifled the condition of their
clevation to powar, unless, indesd, it should bo im-
agined, thattheir accession is notowipg to a changp
of system, hut to a desire of teasing hgl M. Villols,
Corbiores, Yeyronale and Fraysinous, for the solp
gratification of M. M. Mprtignac, Portales, and Var-
menial.

P. 8. Since the ahove translation was made, wp
have met with ap additienal netice, pspecting Mr.
de Laforre’s methad, in the courier of the 25th, it is
stated, that ¢ on Wednesday last, M. de L. the in-
ventor of an art which he calls * statile gic” (Sta-
timlegere?) assambled at his own vesidence a nu-
merous com?any of scavauns to whom he explained
bis theory of vocal sounds.—Among these were the
followingdistinguished Professars :~-Count Chaptal,
{one of the ahlost chemisis of the day,] Mr. Laro-
wiguier, (professor of Philosopby,) Dumeri), (a dis-
ticguisbed Naturalist,) Mr. Ciarles Remadzar, {one
of the profound Philologists of Fraogce,) My, Villg-
main, (prafessar of Laterature,) Dr. Brousajs, (wglt
ks.own 10 this country,g and tho able Bopdery
Ttos distinguisbed auditory, followed up with e
most intonye intorest this new physiologital systein,
the inventor of which bas deduced from it ag inga-
mious-method.of teachng to read, applicable te alf -
languages. ‘ )
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