
ROUGE ET NOIR.

It ks not of coursc iaîtendcd to dispute for mie inistant
the legal powcr of the a.jtliuritics to make wliat rcgulla-
lions they pleasc, but i cvcrything what is perfcctly
within legal riglit ks not alivays equity. lIn lav this as -.
tluuroughly rccugii.cd iriaîciple, whicli, hlowcv.cr, lias nut
fuund its way, exccpt in a very irnpcrfcct foran, into
Collcge matters. lIn addition to this thc purC:y lcaal is
not ahways thee<w dct Custom is always, we bc-
licvc, rccogii.ed as an unvritten Iaw, aîid the clianging
of one thurouglily establislicd %vith so littie ccaenoay is
niot coaiducivc to harmoiiy and good feeling. The inan-
ner ivas coanflaisied of as mnuch as the malter. Wc féel
convinced that liad a college meeting bccni c.illed and
ine s':oject laid beforc the nmen in a friendly way the
authorities %vould have bzcil met hialf %way. There ivas
etery dispositian to co-operale iil themn in such a at~-
ter as kecping a certain amour.t of order in Convoca-
tion and hiad the policy indicatcd bccni pursucd it %%ould
have met wvith ery gratifying muccess. 0f this we arc
Ettrc. But tlicre ks a certain clement in hunin nature
whichi revo!ts at hiaving distasteful nicasurcs forccd tapon

it ivithout some littie previous preparation. It wvas flot

as if thecre hiad beci a con'ziiîu«l oppcisitioai to any new
measures introdptccd. MNany of thcm have bectn already
sonme of thean rnost distasteful, which have )-et beemi
acquiesced in from the v-ry wish to avoid unplcasant
feelings. But to rely on this acquiescence for the com-
plete overturning of an established custira ias hardly
fair. \Vc believe that the ineasure %vas i aIl good faitb.
From alter informatiou' %e arc inclined to believe that
it ivas based tapon an enXtire anisconception of rema-.rlks
made soane tiane ago. But this emphiasizes still miore
what tvc would say, namecly :That liad the methiod of
piacing the matt' r before the wholc college iii a concilia-
tory spirit becin resorted to this anisapprehiension wvould
have been clertred away and some agreement could have
beceasily arrived at The course pursued sliowed a
coaîsiderable wtant of tact, aaid cither an ignorance or a
disrcgare of otiiers' feelings whiclî is somecwhat su rprisiaîg.

IT is flot nccssary that we should take upon our .selves
to do bat4-e for Principal Grant, or to defend the position
that he lias taken up iili regard to Universit.y College,
to apply for furtlier State aid. I-le has alrcady aniswered
such criticisms as had becai miade upon hM, iaî a second
speecch delivercd a fcw clays siaice. We are onlly con-
cea-ed îvith tlîe indirect attack amade upon Trinity b>'
the ' Iàrsity.

WVe have ual more than one occasion remnojstratc,,
against a very markcd tendcncy of Our coaîteniporary to
have rccourse to abuse instead of sound argument. Tu
such a teaîdcnicy we imuist again strongly objcl, as beiuîg
entirely out of place. In the issue of October :!o, thec
' Iairsily pohitely tells us tliat Our wvhoIr h'?cs staildi k.,

scîariaaîasi ; tlîat Trinity Colltr'gc i only a highi Angli-

caaî sectariaaî college. Smrcly the ' arszly, Nw.leu ',
..masing %tthat as best tc, be doanc for educataouî,- shotald
htaul.j b), ils uivai ,îdvice tu Praanciap.l Graant aau(l- bc
staperiua to evok-iaug micli a peux' spaauî" 'l'lie pîosataon
îvhicli ur coteau puritry su j) ICllatlyl caîdavurs lu aii.i;rel)-
resent is sianply this :

XVe liold that the lîighiest University idea can;îo bc
realized vhîile Chîristiani literature, Christiani Uiought,
Christian li:story ae cexcluded froan the Unaversity
curriculumi. 'o ail fair -arguanats agfauns. thas posation
wve aire wvillig and glad lu listen; buat to decliaie tlie argu-
ameant by the short and easy mnethod of staniping the

pusutauai as scaaaaiis tuu ubvauas a confessaon of
îvea->îss. Caîl yuu iaî1s :ýectariaii ? w'hy, at would

reaan absulutely the saane anud uaichanged if evcry .sect

in Christenduin ivere i-caibsurbedl int a iet%' orgaaîac uanit),
to-anorrow. Sectarian it auay bc, rapuai the lit, us a non
/zicendo prinuu.ale, bcc4asc the cxusîtcaucc of sects Z-
da ui% Ilititerb ils iust Luiflîlîcte a-calizat(>a, but un no
uther. Our i-ulcnpurary cada rii vain, lu dir.a'the
r--d lierring uf âccaruar'asn acruss a traail, the real (lirCc-
tiufl uf wh'lch i> bccuinîiîg ditily mure and zlear tu the

p>eup>le uf a.hb" pruviaîie, tu whaltter clitirch budy they
belung. L-et utar cotcmlpuritr% address lîscîlf lu the task
îvhicli the representative uf Uaîivcr-siîy Cu..ç,e cannot
evade, the tahk uf pruviuîg thitt lui a Clirlst'in cuaninaty
the Iîigiîcst iile. uf a Uit er.sity caai bu u-ealazrd %%,lien tic
aanc uf Christian phlilu!iuîlîvd, the dictates uf Chîristiaan

ethîics, the revelation uf Christianî faith, aî.uy, tic lafe and
tcaclîing of the Lurd I hiinscîfare igniniiiuusly, exclmaded
froun the circle of the scicuceb whiclh it i: tle fianctiun of.t
University tu teach and tu exlend. Whly ib this uaaiquae
inivenat i liumun,of-u~icty, llîib rucgcaacr.tiuuî uf litmanl
thought, tiîls 111e of lite 01 whidi meîn have aîeNvr
refti.scd lu fasten thîcir gazec, ct cili theyUi have tvith-
held1. thehl humage? wlîy arc 'i11 Ihes ttlllurthiy bo fiîîd
a place in hîlglier educittiuni, ailoiigbîe of thue great phlîl-
usuphies auîd expluits uf thie pre-Christiaai wurld ? 0f
course, tlie exisýtence of dit kiuaîs ,.tnunzzt Chiristiins addIs
to ther difficutly of carrying out this LIjeal in tic bcst
possible way. This is but onec of the many evils of tic

prescrnt state of Chiristaaiity, whiclî, becoaning clearly
uanderstood, and forming iii the uîoblest auîd best minds, in
each separated Christian body, aui ardent passioni for a
close organic uaîity, tt'liclî fiuids expzlression on evcry side,
and is ouec of the Most hioipertul signls of Our timecs. l'ie
imperfection, Iîowevcr, lies, not iaî the " hîigliest Unîiversity
idea" itsclf, but iii certain temporary aaîd îîecîliar con-
ditions of tlîe Clhristiani society around tus. t ould starcly
bc as tvise to banishi Clîristiauîity altogetlier fromn the
v'orld bccausbe it lîad bcn a suiaCC of sectarianiin, as 10

baîîisl Clîristian listruction frurn Unitersities becauise of
certain difTlcultics whicli attend ils introductioni iii tic
most satisfactory foran. Thiere arc unany signls that tlîe
graduai dIccadeuiîce of Clîristianity lin ilic Dominion will
bc tîxe iiCvitall restult of a înui'cly secaular systcaii of


