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for evcrything that w've certainly knoSv rcgfarding the history
of the reinote past.

Oil thie other hanid, it is coming- to, be rccogrnized that, while
the B"iblical figures arc v'altiable ,s*fa-,r as thcy go, it 15 by no
nîcais certain that ilie data furnishied 1»' theni are sufficienit
to enable us to coristruct a conmicte chronologyv of the world.
They are certainly. not givcn for an-, sucli purpilose, and it is
always prccarious to take statemient. especially figures, for a
different purpose froni that for wvhich thcy are given. Thie
Biblical figures ccrtain1l' secim, on the face of thein, to bc con-
tinuous. Lut tlien the genlcalogies are also continuous on the
face of tlîcm, wvhilc w-e kîîow~ that in rcalitv ther. are not so.
Generations are frccly' omittcd, iiot fr3111 ignorance or any
wrong intent, but siniply te make thiem fit into a schenie tliat
miay 1c more or less artificial. Take, for instance, the gecnea-
logv of Christ. as given ili the first cliapter of ate'sgos-
pel, se neèatlv grouped inite sections of fourtcen generations
eaclh. It is sufficient for the writer's purpose, and probably
niisled no one at the tinie. But we know froni the parallel
gcxucalogies ini the Old Testamenît, wh'1icli lic must have hiad
before imii, iliad it %vould be wvholly uscless as a basis for any
kind of chironological estimate on account: of its nuierous
omissions. If thiis l>e truc at a point -where wve can test it, the
prcsumilption is thiat it is truc also at other points -%Y.Iere Nve
have ie imeans of doing se. 1-ence it niust be always withi
vers' considerable reserve that we accept any*systemn of chro-
nology .resting upon these: data. Thie total period inay easily
be longer than that feunld Ibv adding Up tbe items given, even
if we accel)t these as wholJv correct. Tile Bible wvas iiot giv'en
te teaclh clironology. anv more than it wvas given te teachi astre-
nonuy or <-coloo-Y. Our dedluctions' froni its casual. and ap-
parent stateunents on thiese subjects nîust alwvavs be chcklcd
by the results of scientific investigation, arrivcd at by the usual
iiîethods. If the varions sciences thiat bcar on thec antiquity
of the liumaîî race sliould in thec long &un settie clown uponi
anyv perioti gmeatér timan that iviichi tlic B3ible semis te suggest,


