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have becn cqîiallv. obvionls. A gkga-mti c contradliction l)etîveen
the Bible and astrononiv lias been fabricated onit of iiotingl,e
throlngl the Simplle nleglcct of literai-v foim.

3. Une mîore instance iav be noticC(l ini concînlsion-thie re-
turil of ihie slla(lon on the sunl-dial of :\ba-i, as a sigil to 1-eze-
kiabl thlat blis life wouild be IM-01longcd (Il' lNingS 20, Is. 38).
As often reprcsented, this îvudbe anlother cas c of a stupen-
(lotis miracle for wbiat secns, aftcr ill, a miost trivial enl. Buit
bei-e, aaini. the (liI1icUittv is mlainlv of oui- own nîlaking,

thiotugr the truc solution is not so certain. Somle îvould iiideed
rega-( this narrative also as bascd tipon soine poctical frar-
ment w-bîclb souiglt to repriescint the inicnt. as it îigb-lt easilv-
have appear-ed to the imagination of 1-exckialh, cagex- to finid
any groiund foi- lhope o! bis r-ecov.ei-v. 1-ezekialis soi- vitbi
îw-hicb the nari-ative closes, in Jsaialî's account, sliow~s tihat we
arc 111)011 the boi-dciland of p)oetr\-, and it îlot unnatu-aIlv
snggrcests sncbi a Supposition. ht mlust 1e coiîfessed, biol-vcir,

tbat tbe nai-rative, as it stands, (loes ilot lend( itsclf ve-y i-eadilv
to sncbi a thecor\-- But ce-en if we rcjcct this altogether, there
is nothing rcquiring us to suppose that in any wvax the motiÏon

o! the eartb wvas interfci-ed wvitb, or- that the oî-deî- of thîe gi-cat

univ-eîse w~as, iin the slightest (letTic (listui-l)c(. \Vbetlîer N-e

evenl cail it a iîi-aclc or- not, w~ill dCl)cn( sonicw-hat upon our
definitioiî of the uîiraculous iii Providence. Tbcî-e is iiothing

saici abouit aiîi' lengtlîcning of the dav-. It scins to ]lave been
ptîîelv a local i)liculOilliion and tbouigb, in the absence o!
defiiuite infori-ation. \-e calînot kîow~ ceî-tailv hlon tbc effcct

wvas lro(luce(L it îight rea(lily Ilave l)een causcl 1)- a sliglit

refra-,ctionl o! the liglit as it J)a55C( tlîiouglb the clouds ini the

upper air. Ally one cani pro(luce a siiuila- îctroaction of a

shadow with thec -aid of a ii-irror, wld it occurs not in!freqiiently

in nature witlott lian -' special signlificauce. M1'ie iiraige,

so famniliar- to (wl~vllrs b'- tbce sca andl on the level )r'airie, is

but allother fornli of tuie saine plîciiomienonl. But wlhct1ier this

is thec truc ezlatoîof the sign or- fot, it is suff5iciint to

showv tlîat astronomny lias licre nlo sufficient rcason to caîl in

question the zautbenticity o! the biblical story.


