
A WELL FAVOURED LOT, ETC. 165

may be to open Up somne old wells that have been closed by tÉe enemy.
These old wells that ire being closed by the enerny rnay be sonie old

bibles, old family altars, old secret chambers, old district prayer meetings.
It was aCter the death of Abrahani the fat ber of the faithful that the eneinies
tried to close the wells; arnd so in like ruanner aCter the deathi of the aged
parent in the home, somne fainily altars and secret chambers are closcd ; or
after the death of sorne faithful eider some district prayer meetings have been
closed. Are we determined as Isaac was to have the wel]s opened ? Is
there no faithful. son in the old home who will keep the old weIls open? Is
there no faithful member of the cburch to take the place of the good old
eider and see to it that the district prayer meeting is not closed ?

The Philistines would say: "We shall fot spoil Isaac's tents. W1e
can let him have bis flocks of sheep and his great herds of cattle, for if we
only succeed in closirig these wells we have ruined the man." So the enemy
says about us. Hie is quite willing to allow us to have possession of our
bouses, our lands, our raiment, our gold and silver,-in fact ail that consti-
tutes a south land- if he only succeeds in depriving us of springs of water.
Let us see to, it that we have an open bible in the borne, that we have a
family aitar, and our district prayer meetings. Isaac did honour and justice
to himself in opening the wells as often as his enemies closed tbem : and
he did bonour to bis aged father who handed them down to him. Let us do
honour to the naines of those who handed our privileges to us by keeçing
the wells open.

You wiIl remeniber that it is said the Philistines closed the wells with
earth. Is it flot so with us? The welis are being ciosed with what is of the
earth earthy. This is an age of wonderful actîvity and great competition.
It is an age when business must be pushed with great vigilance and deter-
mination or we shail be left behind in the race. It is also an age of many
amusements and much pleasure-seeking. Now it is to he feared that if we
do flot exercise eternal vigilance, the old wells around which our fathers; were
in the habit of gathering their children at stated seasons will be closed. Let
us keep the wells open and even hold by the old namnes because of, if for no
other reason than the sacred associations which cluster around tbemn and the
hallowed memnories which they recaîl.

It might have been more difficuit to open up the old wels than to dig
new ones, but Isaac might have said : "«I know what kind of water is in
the oId wells, but I know not what might be in the new ; and besides I
deligbt in the associations of my hoyhood which are recalled by these old
weils." There are old associations of the days of youth brought frest. to our
memories as often as we gather around our family altars or enter the secret
chamber. Let us keep the wells open. The day may corne to many a
youth, when on sonne western prairie or on the street of a strange city, like


